
Et Taiyiba Town Profile  

(including Badiw al Muôarrajat Locality) 

 
 

Prepared by 

  
 

The Applied Research Institute ï Jerusalem 

 

 

Funded by 

 
Spanish Cooperation 

 

 

2012 



Palestinian Localities Study                                                                                                                  Ramallah Governorate 

 

 1 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
 
 

 

 

ARIJ hereby expresses its deep gratitude to the Spanish agency for International Cooperation for 

Development (AECID) for their funding of this project. 

 

ARIJ is grateful to the Palestinian officials in the ministries, municipalities, joint services councils, 

village committees and councils, and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) for their 

assistance and cooperation with the project team members during the data collection process. 

 

ARIJ also thanks all the staff who worked throughout the past couple of years towards the 

accomplishment of this work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palestinian Localities Study                                                                                                                  Ramallah Governorate 

 

 2 

 

 

 

Background 
 

 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and 

village in the Ramallah Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all 

localities in Ramallah Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population 

in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project 

funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document 

the socio-economic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the 

current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in Ramallah Governorate.  

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for the 

development of the rural and marginalized areas in Ramallah Governorate. In addition, the project aims 

at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current 

political, social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector. 

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.    
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Et Taiyiba Town Profile 

 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

Et Taiyiba town which includes Badiw al Muôarrajat locality is a Palestinian town in the Ramallah 

Governorate located (horizontally) 12.5km east of Ramallah City. Et Taiyiba is bordered by Al óAuja 

lands in Jericho Governorate and Deir Jarir lands to the east, Deir Jarir village to the north, 'Ein Yabrud 

village and Silwad lands to the west, and Rammun village to the south
1
 (ARIJ GIS, 2012) (See map 1). 

  

Map 1: Et Taiyiba  location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ GIS, 2012 

 
Et Taiyiba is located at an altitude of 815m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 433.3mm. 

The average annual temperature is 17 
o 
C, and the average annual humidity is about 58.3% (ARIJ GIS, 

2012). 

                                                 
1
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 
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Badiw al Muôarrajat locality is located at an altitude of 326m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall 

of 289.6mm. The average annual temperature is 20 
o 
C, and the average annual humidity is about 54.8% 

(ARIJ GIS, 2012). 

 

Since 1997, Et Taiyiba has been governed by a municipal council, which is currently administrated by 9 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority. There are also 6 employees working in the 

council. Moreover, the municipal council owns a permanent headquarters and a vehicle for the 

collection of solid waste. Et Taiyiba town is included within a Joint Services Council, which takes in: Et 

Taiyiba, Deir Jarir, and Rammun localities (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). 

 

It is the responsibility of the municipal council to provide a number of services to the residents of Et 

Taiyiba, including (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ Solid waste collection, road construction and restoration and street cleaning. 

¶ Organization of the construction and licensing processes. 

¶ Protection of governmental properties in addition to the historical and archaeological sites in the 

town. 

¶ Implementation of projects and studies for the town 

¶ Provision of headquarters for governmental services. 

¶ Provision of an ambulance for the town. 

 
Concerning Badiw al Muôarrajat, it owns a bus for students (19 passengers) (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors 

Committee, 2012). 

 

History  
 

Et Taiyiba (literally meaning the good) town is an old Canaanite town that was called "'Afra", meaning 

the gazelle, however, later on, in the 12
th
 century, Salah ad Din al Ayyubi came to the town and called it 

Et Taiyiba, because of its good hearted residents. Moreover, the establishment of the town dates back to 

more than 2000 years before Christ and its current residents are descendent of the Arabian Peninsula (Et 

Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). Badiw al Muôarrajat however was called after Al Muôarrajat Street. Its 

establishment dates back to 1969 and its residents are descendents of Al óAuja village in Jericho (Badiw 

al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012) (See photo below for Et Taiyiba town). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of Et Taiyiba 
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Religious and Archaeological Sites 
 

In terms of religious establishments, there are four churches in the town; the Latin Church, the Roman 

Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church and Al Khader (St. Gorgeous) Church in addition to 

Priest Jack Convent which was constructed west of the town on the expenses of Priest Jack. As for the 

archaeological sites, there is Al Bobariya Castle (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). Also, there are some 

buildingsô foundations, mosaic, tombs carved in rocks and oil-presses (Al Dabbagh, 1991). It is worth 

mentioning that all of these sites are qualified for tourism (See Map 2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2: Main locations in Et Taiyiba  Town 
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Source: ARIJ GIS, 2012 

 

Population
2
 

 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of Et Taiyiba and 

Badiw al Muôarrajat in 2007 was 2,072; of whom 1,033 are males and 1,039 are females. There are 445 

households living in 552 housing units.  

 

Age Groups and Gender
3
 

 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution of 

age groups in Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat is as follows: 37.6% are less than 15 years old, 54.5% 

are between 15 - 64 years old and 7.7% are 65 years and older. Data also showed that the sex ratio of 

males to females in the town is 99.4:100, meaning that males and females constitute 49.9% and 50.1% 

of the population respectively. 

 

Families 

                                                 
2
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 

3
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 



Palestinian Localities Study                                                                                                                  Ramallah Governorate 

 

 8 

 

The population of Et Taiyibaôs is composed of several families; these are: Al Massis, Khouriyah, 

Tababzah, Al Mashriqi, Al Radadah, Musallam, Salah, Sahiliya, Sarhan, Ad Dararjeh, 'Ehlees, 'Aranki, 

Al 'Awawdah, Issa el Odah wa Hannah, and Khalil, Farhan and Judah family (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 

2011). On the other hand, Badiw al Muôarrajat locality residents are composed of Khalayfeh, Al Mleihat, 

Al óAmireen families in addition to others (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012). 

 

Immigration  

 

According to the field survey conducted by ARIJ team in 2011 in Et Taiyiba town, around 150 people 

had left the town since the beginning of Al  Aqsa Intifada in 2000 (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011), in 

addition to 15 people from Badiw al Muôarrajat (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012). 

Education
4
 

 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census-2007, the illiteracy 

rate among Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat population is about 11.3%, of whom 68.7% are females. 

Of the literate population, 16.3% can only read and write, with no formal education 20% had elementary 

education, 18.3% had preparatory education, 21.5% had secondary education, and 11.2% completed 

higher education. Table 1, shows the educational level in the town of Et Taiyiba, by sex, and educational 

attainment in 2007.  

 

Table 1: Et Taiyiba & Badiw al Muôarrajat population (10 years and above) by sex and 

educational attainment
5
 

S 

E 

x 

Illiterate  

Can 

read & 

write  

Elementary Preparatory Secondary 
Associate 

Diploma 
Bachelor 

Higher 

Diploma 

Maste

r  

 

PhD Unknown Total 

M 54 139 169 150 168 30 34 2 4 2 11 763 

F 119 111 137 130 161 37 56 1 3 3 11 769 

T 173 250 306 280 329 67 90 3 7 5 22 1532 

Source: PCBS, 2009. 

 

With regards to the basic and secondary education institutions and schools in Et Taiyiba in the academic 

year 2010/2011, there are two private schools in the town but there are no kindergartens (Directorate of 

Education in Ramallah, 2011). However, there are no schools or kindergartens in Badiw al Muôarrajat 

locality (Directorate of Education in Ramallah, 2011) (see Table 2).  

 

Table 2: The Schools in Et Taiyiba by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (2010/2011) 

School Name Supervising Authority Sex 

The Roman Orthodox Secondary School Private Mixed 

Et Taiyiba Latin Secondary School Private Mixed 

Source: Directorate of Education in Ramallah, 2011 

 

                                                 
4
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 

5
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 
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In the town there are 735 students, 54 teachers, and 29 classes (Directorate of Education in Ramallah, 2011). It 

should be noted here that the average number of students per teacher in the school is nearly 14, while the 

average number of students per class is approximately 25. 

 

Moreover, the educational sector in Et Taiyiba town suffers some obstacles, mainly (Et Taiyiba Municipal 

Council, 2011): 

 

¶ The lack of classrooms. 

¶ The lack of qualified football playgrounds. 

¶ The lack of a large hall in the schools. 

¶ The lack of support for private schools by the Ministry of Education. 

¶ The lack of a gymnasium. 

 

Furthermore, the educational sector in Badiw al Muôarrajat locality suffers some obstacles as well, 

mainly (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012): 

 

¶ The long distance between the locality and schools in neighboring localities. 

¶ The lack of number of buses to transport students to neighboring localities. 

 

 

Health Status 
 

There are a number of health centers and services available in Et Taiyiba town, including: the Caritas 

Health Center which contains a physician clinic, a motherhood and childhood center and an X-ray 

center, also there is a private specialized physician clinic in the town, a private medical laboratory, two 

private dentist clinics, and a private pharmacy, and an an ambulance (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). 

 

In emergency cases, residents of Et Taiyiba use Ramallah city health centers, which are 13km in 

distance from the town (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). 

 

Furthermore, the health sector in the town suffers some obstacles and problems, including (Et Taiyiba 

Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ The town ambulance is very old.  

¶ The lack of a hospital. 

On the other hand, Badiw al Muôarrajat locality has no health centers or services available, thus patients 

are sent to the motherhood and childhood center in Deir Jarir or Caritas Health Center in Et Taiyiba 

town; 8km and 6km in distance from the locality, respectively (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012). 

 

Furthermore, the health sector in Badiw al Muôarrajat suffers from some problems, mainly (Badiw al 

Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012): 

 

¶ The lack of a health center in the locality. 
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¶ The lack of an emergency center. 

¶ The long distance between the locality and neighboring villagesô health centers.  

 

 

Economic Activities 
 

The economy in Et Taiyiba is dependent on several economic sectors, mainly: the government and 

private employees sector which absorbs 57% of the town workforce (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011) 

(See Figure1). 

  

The results of a field survey conducted by ARIJ team in 2011 for the distribution of labor by economic 

activity in Et Taiyiba are as follows (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ Government or Private Employees Sector (57%) 

¶ Agriculture Sector (20%) 

¶ Trade Sector (10%) 

¶ Industry (5%) 

¶ Services Sector (5%) 

¶ Israeli Labor Market (3%) 

 

Figure 1: Economic Activity in Et Taiyiba  Town 

 
Source: Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011 

 

In term of industrial productions in Et Taiyiba town, there are some industrial facilities which the town 

is known for, such as beer production, in addition to embroidery, soap, ceramics and porcelain, 
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moreover, there are 13 groceries in the town, one vegetables and fruits store, one bakery, one butchery, 

10 different service stores, 7 different professional workshops (carpentry, blacksmith,.. etc.), an olive 

oil-press, a stone cracker and two stone quarries (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

The unemployment rate in Et Taiyiba reached around 30% in 2011, and the economical groups most 

affected by the Israeli restrictions have been (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ Workers in the industrial sector 

¶ Workers in the trade sector 

¶ Workers in the agricultural sector. 

¶ Workers in the services sector. 

 

Badiw al Muôarrajat on the other hand, depends completely on the agricultural sector as it absorbs 100% 

of the local workforce (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012). 

 

In term of industrial productions in Badiw al Muôarrajat locality, there is none. The unemployment rate 

in Badiw al Muôarrajat locality reached around 30% in 2012, and the economical group most affected by 

the Israeli restrictions has been workers in the agricultural sector (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 

2012). 

 

 

 Labor Force
6
 

 

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census-2007, 37.8% of the labor force 

was economically active, of whom 80.7% were employed, 61.9% were not economically active, 41.4% 

were students, and 38.4% were housekeepers (See table 3). 

 
Table 3: Et Taiyiba & Badiw al Muôarrajat population (10 years and above) by sex and employment status-2007 

S 

E 

X 

Economically Active Not Economically Active 

Un-

known 

  

 

 

Total 
Employed 

Currently 

Unemployed 

 

Unemployed  

(Never 

worked) 

Total Students 
House- 

keeping 

Unable 

to work 

Not working 

& Not 

looking 

for work  

Other Total 

M 359 20 75 454 196 4 92 2 12 306 3 763 

F 108 2 15 125 196 360 68 4 14 642 2 769 

T 467 22 90 579 392 364 160 6 26 948 5 1532 

Source: PCBS, 2009. 

 

Agricultural Sector  
 

Et Taiyiba & Badiw al Muôarrajat lies on a total area of about 22,968 dunams of which 7,887 dunams 

are considered arable land, and 547 dunams are residential land (See table 4 and map 3). 

                                                 
6
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 
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Table 4
7
: Land use and land cover in Et Taiyiba & Badiw al Muôarrajat (area in dunam) 

Total 

Area 

 

Built 

up 

Area 

 

Agricultural  area  

(7,887) 
 

Inland 

water 

 

Forests 
Open 

Spaces 

Area of 

Industrial, 

Commercial 

& Transport 

Unit  

Area of 

Settlement, 

Military 

Bases & 

Wall Zone 

Permanent 

Crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

22,968 547 4,418 0 84 3,385 0 11 13,063 336 1,124 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS Unit, 2012. 

 

Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall in Et Taiyiba  Town 

 
Source: ARIJ GIS, 2012 

 

Table 5 shows the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open-cultivated vegetables in Et Taiyiba. The 

most commonly cultivated crop within this area is squash.  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
7
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 
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Table 5: Total  area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in Et Taiyiba  town (dunam) 

Fruity  vegetables 
Leafy 

vegetable 

Green 

legumes 
Bulbs 

Other 

vegetables 
Total area 

RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. 

16 1 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 1 26 2 
   Rf: Rain-fed, Irr: Irrigated 

Source:  Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture - Ramallah, 2009  

 

Table 6 shows the different types of fruit trees planted in the area. Et Taiyiba is famous for olive crops; 

there being a total of 3,377 dunams planted with olive trees. 

 

Table 6: Total area of fruit and olive trees in Et Taiyiba  town (dunam) 
Olives Citrus  Stone-

fruits  
Pome 

fruits  
Nuts Other 

fruit s 
Total area 

Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. 

3,377 0 0 0 30.5 0 3 0 40 0 93 0 3543.5 0 
      Rf: Rain-fed, Irr: Irrigated 

Source:  Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture - Ramallah, 2009  

 

As for the field crops in Et Taiyiba, cereals (in particular wheat and barley) are the most cultivated 

covering an area of about 1,700 dunams (See table 7). 

 

Table 7
8
: Total area of  field crops in Et Taiyiba & Badiw al Muôarrajat (dunam) 

Cereals Bulbs Dry 

legumes 
Oil 

crops 

Forage 

crops 

Stimulating 

crops 

Other 

crops 

Total area 

Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr 

1,700 0 13 0 35 0 8 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 1,856 0 
Rf: Rain-fed, Irr: Irrigated 

Source:  Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture - Ramallah, 2009  

 

The difference between the two sets of results obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture and by ARIJôs 

GIS Unit in sizes of agricultural areas is explained by the fact that the Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2010) conducted a survey which used a definition of 

agricultural areas based on land ownership. Therefore, the areas included in the survey were those of 

actual holdings of agricultural areas instead of seasonal ones. The survey did not consider fragmented 

and small seasonal cultivated areas in residential and agricultural areas. ARIJôs survey, however, 

indicated the existence of a high proportion of small and fragmented holdings (home gardens) 

throughout the occupied Palestinian territories, thus accounting for the larger area of agricultural 

holdings calculated by ARIJ. 

 

The field survey shows conducted by ARIJ team that 4% of the residents in Et Taiyiba rear and keep 

domestic animals such as sheep, goats and others (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011) and 45% of Badiw al 

Muôarrajat residents keep and rear domestic animals such as sheep and goats too (See Table 8). 

 

 

 

                                                 
8
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 
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Table 8: Livestock in Et Taiyiba  town
9
 

Cows* Sheep Goats Camels Horses Donkeys Mules Broilers Layers Bee Hives 

0 1,114 484 0 0 0 0 88,000 6,500 74 
*Including cows, bull calves, heifer calves and bulls 

Source:  Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture - Ramallah, 2009  

 

There are also around 10 kilometers of agricultural roads in the town, suitable for tractors and 

agricultural machinery only (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011). The agricultural sector faces a lot of 

problems such as (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ The lack of labor force. 

¶ The lack of water sources. 

¶ Inability to access agricultural lands. 

¶ Existence of settlements near agricultural lands. 

¶ The lack of machines and agricultural equipment. 

 

There are also around 13 kilometers of agricultural roads in Badiw al Muôarrajat locality, divided as 

follows (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012): 

 

             Table 9: Agricultural Roads in Badiw al Muôarrajat locality and their Lengths 

Suitability of Agricultural Roads  Length (km) 

For vehicles - 

For tractors and agricultural machinery only 10 

For animals only 3 

Unsuitable  - 
Source: Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012 

 

However, agricultural Sector facing a lot of problems such as (Badiw al Muôarrajat Mayors Committee, 2012): 

 

¶ The lack of institutions supporting agricultural reclamation of lands. 

¶ The high costs of feed. 

¶ The lack of harvesting cisterns. 

¶ The lack of seeds. 

 

Institutions and Services 
 

Et Taiyiba town has few governmental institutions including a post office and a national security center, 

in addition to a number of local institutions and associations that provide services to various segments of 

society: children, youth, and women. The services are in the areas of culture, sports and others, 

including (Et Taiyiba Municipal Council, 2011): 

 

¶ Et Taiyiba  Municipal C ouncil: Founded in 1997 by the Ministry of Local Government with the 

goal of taking care of all the issues in the town and providing various services to its population. 

                                                 
9
 These information includes both localities of Et Taiyiba and Badiw al Muôarrajat 




























