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Abstract: Rural landscape elements reflect lifestyle and cultural awareness of local residents, people 

can capture the characteristics of cultural identity within the territory clearly; the other hand, people 

can live their own lives, accurate positioning of space activities, and handle the relationship between 

culture and nature on the sustainable development of modern town planning and design of great 

significance. The article is gonging to focus on the local environment and landscape elements to 

create a small town in the theoretical basis, practice application methods were studied. 

Introduction 

The agricultural history is very long, which has brought very special and indelible impact to the 

Chinese. So far, the dominant industrial civilization has brought a series of urban problems, cities 

have become nightmares of the living. People are recognizing the value of rural landscape and 

traditional settlement patterns. 

Rural Landscape 

Rural landscape is an adaptation of natural processes, or is the land and landscape, or is the pattern of 

adaptation method, or is the lifestyle of people appeared on the earth here and now. Therefore, it is a 

synthesis of region. Rural landscape reflects the relationship of human and nature, man and God. This 

understanding of rural landscape contains several meanings: it adapts to the local natural and land; it 

belongs to the local people; it exists as survival and life; it is indispensable [1]. 

The Steps of Rural Landscape Design  

Element extraction. First of all, in order to understand the concept should do a series of basic and 

related research, such as content, features, factors, elements and image of rural landscape before 

landscape design. To refine and analysis representative landscape elements in fabric of rural 

landscape, cultural scene, animal and plant resources, and the surrounding villages outlook. 

Design Expression. To inherit local spiritual, landscape elements collected should be sublimated 

form of transformation and cultural connotations. Common methods (refer with: Table 1) [2]: 

Table 1: Methods of rural landscape design 

 Name Concept 

Quote Interception of a component or design prototype patterns in rural landscape, re-combination, 

to create new order and a new relationship 

Transpose The overall image of a system to be broken up after the destruction of the various 

components, according to the aesthetic sense of the times, move, reposition the location of the 

original scheduling 

Coincide Within the system or system components between the original independent overlapping each 

other, constitute the "third form " 

Material Extract representative fragment or elements from the traditional rural landscape composition, 

constructing the modernization of landscape elements using modern new materials (such as 

stainless steel, mirror glass, ceramic wall tiles, neon lights, etc.)  

Streamline Put highlights of the old landscape into new landscape and become a part of it, to make 

history continue. 

Abstract   In order to achieve special effects, decorative symbols of classical virtual rural landscape 

through reflection and blur in landscape design. 
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Application. Style guide for local small town design, implementation to the actual landscape designs 

with the perspective of the landscape master plan. Including residential areas, streets, parks, wetlands 

construction, and the place at all levels of planning and design of ancillary facilities. 

The selection of technologies and materials. Rural Landscape in pursuit and retention of natural 

and simple, authentic village style, for the purpose of creating a virtuous cycle of small cities and 

towns livable environment with virtuous cycle of species and cultural ecology. Promote the use of 

traditional skills, arts, construction techniques and the localization of construction materials in the 

construction process. To create application environment of rural landscape in small towns can be 

achieved through the urban economy, industry, education and ecological benefits of circular ring. 

Residential areas 

Guide the rural lifestyle. Neighborhood Association is very frequent in traditional rural settlement. 

Small towns which evolved from the village should inherit the spirit of the rural. This is the local 

landscape material elements on the response of rural mental. Achieve rural way of life through 

neighborhood-oriented group-style building layout, construction of point-like distribution 

communication sites, rural life metaphor landscape facilities, etc. Guiding the health of residents, 

positive and optimistic way of life in the context of the rapid development of the society of small 

towns. "Good weather farming, weaving or reading when it rains". Expression of this theme with 

modern design techniques: a farming picture , a set of farming tools, a clump of weeds common in the 

field, they all can give people the hint of home or garden, to arouse the spirit of sympathy and 

aesthetic pleasure. 

Construction of rural flora and fauna. Native flora and fauna with strong flexibility, comes from 

the familiar environment. It will bring a good sense of ease and satisfaction to residents and inherits 

local context, provide students with a local educational resources, if we create local fauna and flora in 

a residential area. It can be divided into three parts: the first part is to retain and protect the original 

flora and fauna on the base; second introduction of native plant communities with rich fruits and 

flowers and mixed trees, shrubs, grasses in public green space to attract birds nesting and animal 

communities settling, and provide cognitive education space for  children; third, introduce wild 

flowers and native plants into residential block green belt in order to create a dynamic landscape full 

of seasonal change. 

Rain water harvesting. They collect all of water into the lobby in some traditional villages of Anhui, 

rainwater collection tanks or ponds placed in the courtyard to collect rainwater down from the upper 

roof on all sides. It's a Symbol of enrichment, used for fire fighting. Promote rainwater harvesting and 

permeable paving materials in a residential area, to build residential landscape which is closely linked 

with the earth and with local characteristics. It has a modern significance when the government 

promoting energy saving green community. 

It has adopted stone and quartzite paving in local settlements and traditional villages, they plays 

three roles: first, soil isolation, and second, rain penetration and the third is transporting storm water 

into the drains on both sides of the road. Ditches and ponds connected, excess rain water flow into the 

river when the pond is overflowing. We can infiltrate, retain and use of rainwater maximum after this 

process of infiltration, transport and water discharged. The Infiltration, transmission, storage, 

retention, using, drainage facilities correspond permeable pavement, permeable culverts, landscape 

reservoir, landscape water replenishment, green irrigation and road spray, flood discharge and flood 

drainage holes. This is a modernization process of the local landscape elements in order to meet 

contemporary community needs. 

Street 

Street is a symbol of breath of life and urban vitality. With the "street" rather than "road", because, 

compared with the road the street has more meaning. It not only meets the transportation needs, but 

also reflects the life in the town. The Street extracted from the traditional rural settlement focus on 

space, form, life stories on the streets [3]. 
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Form. Winding streets can reduce the speed to ensure the safety of pedestrians, street facade can be 

fully demonstrated and composed the opposite view, while gather more popular than the straight path 

of sweeping. Different scenery appears with each step, full of changes and dynamic streetscape, 

formed the atmosphere of bustling activity. Arcade street design can create a comfortable pedestrian 

street space. This is a kind of design technique often used by native village in south of China, very 

human. 

Space. Street space is also a living space, open space, so the street space in small town must be 

comfortable and pleasant, with a breath of life. Successional street connected to the landscape 

sequence of street space, can guide people's cognition and communication activities. Traditional rural 

settlement emphasis on continuity street space planning, including aspect ratio of  the building and 

street, opening or closing of the building layout, virtual or real of both sides of the shops, the 

interaction between shops and pedestrians, etc. These factors unite and integrate the street atmosphere, 

so that street spaces are run through by the invisible control. Interspersing nodes space at successional 

street to gather popular, while designing the landmark nodes in the intersection of streets, in order to 

increase the recognizability and landmark to street. For example, crossing street house, arches, bell 

tower, or arrangement of the spring and, disc for food and Fengshui tree planting, etc often appear in 

the traditional village street intersection. Adopting distinctive paving in the local settlement so as to 

increase continuity and directivity, as worthy of study and reference by urban design. 

Scenic focal point. Small towns as a connecting link located between the cities and villages, is rich of 

magnificent scenery with unique geographical advantages. You can borrow the scenery from a 

distance, such as mountains, waterfalls, fields, trees, towers and other natural and artificial structures 

in mountain town. The street intersection of town in plain is lack of unique natural scenery compare to 

mountain town. By using of or designing mound and landmark buildings, mixed planting trees, 

shrubs and grass, can still achieve good results on the scenic focal point. You can also design curved 

streets by learning the local traditional village, the corner of the street is full of artistic facade of the 

huge advertising signs will be very attractive to the eyes of pedestrians, both with identifiable, but 

also enrich the street level. 

Park 

Retain base features. Retaining the original flora and fauna and human remains on the base, then 

modified and transform to meet the immediate needs of park life. Make full use of stone, structures 

and timber on the base, such as the path with the local characteristics can be paved with waste wood. 

They also can be designed trash, signs and seats, etc. 

Introduction of local resources and free-range birds to create an atmosphere. Introduction of 

native plants and plant communities, including ground cover, shrubs, trees in the way of organic 

composition, transplanting wild flowers and grass resources reasonably, to create a dynamic 

landscape full of seasonal changes, with flowers and scenery can be enjoyed every month. 

Construction of native plant communities will lead absorption birds, insects, reptiles and habitats to 

move into the community. Free-range birds are proper stocking in the park area water, such as geese, 

ducks, etc. It attracted a lot of birds nesting and habitat in a water park of Beijing. The designers of 

Whitecaps River Wetland Park used grind stones pathway through water as a metaphor for regional 

features. 

Metaphor for local history. The design and construction of buildings, space, facilities, sculptures in 

park should be metaphor of local history to represent farming characteristics. 

Wetland 

Ecological embankment for life. The embankment at the border between land and water should be 

as habitat areas of species, because it is rich in environmental characteristics. Therefore, the design of 

the embankment take into account both of people's lives and waterfront ecology, The embankment is 

made of natural, multigap, or soft material for energy exchange. There is a large number of wetland, 

marsh and shallow water plants around the soft embankment, as a refuge and breeding space for 
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amphibians and shallow water biota. Rainwater collected from the vicinity brings a wealth of food for 

frogs and fish which gathered on the shore to attract birds to come to food, nesting sites. At the same 

time, the hydrophilic nature of people led to extensive building activities in this area, such as the 

construction of waterfront pier, waterfront trails docks and ports. These man-made facilities designed 

using native materials, hidden in the dense thicket of wetland plants, people walk through the reeds. 

The design of ecological embankment, can simulate the rural river bank slope to design beach, gravel, 

sand, marsh, etc. Revetment design can also use stone, concrete, stakes, gravel, rocks and other 

materials. Reinforced embankments using natural materials, such as native aquatic plants, bamboo, 

clam shells, etc. These materials not only stand the test of a variety of climatic conditions, and 

beautiful, savings. 

Original image. The first condition of original image construction is rich in plant and animal species. 

The application methods of rural elements include: nature as teacher, respecting and inheriting the 

base context; discovering polysemy of local ecological, to promote inter-species communication; 

Protect the wetland and surrounding habitat, native plants, wild flora and fauna, and reduced 

interference measures; protecting and simulating native plant communities; constructing wetland 

native plant communities, guiding the vine and weeds, wild flowers mixed wood into a effect with 

picturesque landscapes through a simple planning; using traditional design techniques and 

construction technology (bamboo, weed and wood weaving) by learning  folk artists; creating a water 

landscape as game sites which is nature, casual, very educational,  conveying a quiet and peaceful 

image; constructing fishery complex landscape with fish farming and stocking waterfowl; 

People-oriented, respect for the psychological needs of human;  use of artistic principles flexibly. 

Water quality protection. It is said that running water does not get stale; a door hinge is never 

worm-eaten. Let the water flowing by designing the terrain. Water flowing means that oxygenation 

and updates. This is the most fundamental one to keep the water fresh. Secondly, using of the wild 

grasses with strong water purification ability. The Advantages of it: First, adaptable, quick growing 

and very strong, second, compared to artificial breeding of grass, its life is strong, the landscape was 

more vivid, full of rustic charm, and the third is with strong water purification ability, management 

simple and cost savings. Such as reed, bristle grass, equisetum, sedge, polygonum and so on, with 

native trees willows and wild shrubs, to confer water self-purification capacity. 
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