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STANDARDS FOR DEFENCE

PART 1: MOD UK STANDARDIZATION POLICY, ORGANIZATIONS AND

IMPLEMENTATION

PREFACE

This INTERIM Defence Standard
supersedes Def Stan 00-00(Part 1)/Issue 2

dated 29 March 1991

i   This INTERIM Defence Standard is concerned with the principles of standardization and
its application within the Ministry of Defence (MOD).  It also provides general information on
the structure of other civil and military organizations that are concerned with standardization.

ii  This INTERIM Defence Standard has been produced on behalf of the Defence Materiel
Standardization Committee (DMSC).

iii  It is Government policy (formulated by the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)) to
adopt, foster and encourage the development and increased use of national, regional
(European) and international civil standards.  The long-established MOD standardization
policy is to make the maximum practicable use of standards in all its design and procurement
activities.  This policy was reinforced by the Government White Paper; Command 8621 -
Standards, Quality and International Competitiveness - July 1982 and the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the United Kingdom (UK) Government and the British
Standards Institution (BSI), revised in 1995.  This MOU expresses Government’s
determination to support the preparation of British Standards, to encourage public authorities
to do likewise and to increase Government use of British Standards for legislative, regulatory
and procurement purposes.  During the preparation of this Standard, account has been taken of
Command 8621, the MOU and British Standard BS 0:1997 - A Standard for Standards.

iv  This Defence Standard is being issued as an INTERIM Standard and is provisional because
of the changes in the presentation and management of Defence Standards which will arise
from the revision of Def Stan 00-00 (Part 2) Issue 1, Drafting and Presentation of Defence
Standards.  Additionally, the formation of the Defence Procurement Agency (DPA) and the
Defence Logistics Organization (DLO), will affect the information contained within this
INTERIM Standard.  It shall be applied to obtain information and experience of its
application.  This will then permit the submission of observations and comments from users,
using DStan Form 42 enclosed.

v  A review of this INTERIM Standard should be carried out within 12 months of publication.
Based on the comments received the author/or committee responsible for the preparation of
the Defence Standard shall judge whether the INTERIM Standard can be converted to a
normal Standard or decide on what other action should be taken.
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vi   This INTERIM Standard has been agreed by the authorities concerned with its use and is
intended to be used whenever relevant in all future designs, contracts, orders etc. and
whenever practicable by amendment to those already in existence.  If any difficulty arises
which prevents application of the Defence Standard, the Directorate of Standardization
(DStan) shall be informed so that a remedy may be sought.

vii   Any enquiries regarding this INTERIM Standard in relation to an invitation to tender or a
contract in which it is incorporated are to be addressed to the responsible technical or
supervising authority named in the invitation to tender or contract.

viii  Compliance with this INTERIM Defence Standard shall not in itself relieve any person
from any legal obligations imposed upon them.

ix  This INTERIM Standard has been devised solely for the use of the MOD and its
contractors in the execution of contracts for the MOD.  To the extent permitted by law, the
MOD hereby excludes all liability whatsoever and howsoever arising (including, but without
limitation, liability resulting from negligence) for any loss or damage however caused when
the Standard is used for any other purpose.
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STANDARDS FOR DEFENCE
PART 1: MOD UK STANDARDIZATION POLICY, ORGANIZATIONS AND
IMPLEMENTATION

Section One:  General

1     Scope

This INTERIM Defence Standard describes the general aims and principles of
standardization, the standardization activities within the UK Ministry of Defence (MOD),
together with the structure of standards and their role within the MOD Procurement policy.
It also provides detailed information on the various standards producing organizations in the
civilian and military fields and the MOD involvement at both national, regional (European)
and international level.

2     WARNING

2.1  Occupational Health and Safety

The Ministry of Defence (MOD), like its contractors, is subject to both United Kingdom and
European laws regarding Health and Safety at Work, without exemption.  All Defence
Standards either directly or indirectly invoke the use of processes and procedures that could be
injurious to health if adequate precautions are not taken.  Defence Standards or their use in no
way absolves users from complying with statutory and legal requirements relating to Health
and Safety at Work.

2.2  Product Safety

All products procured by MOD shall possess a safety case identifying the hazards, assessing
and controlling the risks.  Users of Defence Standards shall be aware of extant national safety
legislation and its impact on the content of Standards.

3     Related Documents

3.1  The documents and publications referred to in this INTERIM Standard together with
other references that may be found useful are listed in ANNEX A.

3.2  Reference in this INTERIM Standard to any related document means in any invitation to
tender or contract the edition and all amendments current at the date of such tender or contract
unless a specific edition is indicated.

3.3  In consideration of 3.2 above, users shall be fully aware of the issue and amendment
status of all related documents, particularly when forming part of an invitation to tender or
contract.  Responsibility for the correct application of Standards rests with users.
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3.4  The Directorate Standardization (DStan), on request, can advise regarding where related
documents are obtained from.  Requests for such information can be made to the DStan
Helpdesk (Details on the outside rear cover of this Standard).

4     Abbreviations and Definitions

4.1  Abbreviations

To assist readers of this Defence Standard and other publications related to Defence, a list of
abbreviations is included at ANNEX B.

4.2  Definitions

For the purpose of this INTERIM Defence Standard the following definitions apply.

4.2.1  Consensus.  General agreement, characterized by the absence of sustained opposition to
substantial issues by any important part of the concerned interest and by a process that
involves seeking to take into account the views of all parties concerned and to reconcile any
conflicting arguments.

NOTE:  Consensus does not imply unanimity.  (ISO/IEC Guide 2: 1996, definition 1.7)

4.2.2  Materiel.  A generic term covering equipment stores, supplies and spares.

4.2.3 Regulation. A document providing binding legislative rules that is adopted by an
authority.  (ISO/IEC Guide 2: 1996, definition 3.6)

4.2.4 Specification. A specification is a detailed statement of a set of requirements to be
satisfied by a material, product, system or process, indicating the procedures for checking
compliance with these requirements.

4.2.4.1  It may take the form of either a standard produced for common and repeated use, or a
publication which defines a unique product or process, and may incorporate reference to
published standards.

4.2.5  Standard. Document, established by consensus and approved by a recognized body, that
provides, for common and repeated use, rules, guidelines or characteristics for activities or
their results, aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of order in a given context.

NOTE: Standards should be based on the consolidated results of science, technology and
experience, and aimed at the promotion of optimum community benefits.  (ISO/IEC Guide 2:
1996, definition 3.2)

4.2.6  Standards for Defence.  This term includes all standards, national, regional (European)
and international, civil and military that are acceptable to the Ministry of Defence.
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4.2.7  Standardization.  Activity of establishing, with regard to actual or potential problems,
provisions for common and repeated use, aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of
order in a given context.

NOTE 1: In particular, the activity consists of the processes of formulating, issuing and
implementing standards.

NOTE 2:  Important benefits of standardization are improvement of the suitability of products,
processes and services for their intended purposes, prevention of barriers to trade and
facilitation of technological co-operation.  (ISO/IEC Guide 2: 1996, definition 1.1)

4.2.8  North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Standardization.  The NATO definition of
standardization (which has been ratified by the UK) is:

Within NATO, the process of developing concepts, doctrines, procedures and designs to
achieve and maintain the most effective levels of compatibility, interoperability,
interchangeability and commonality in the fields of operations, administration and materiel.
(NATO AAP-6)

4.2.9  NATO Operational Standards.  Operational Standards are those standards which effect
future and/or current military practice, procedure or format.  They may apply, among other
things, to such matters as concepts. doctrine, tactics, techniques, logistics, training,
organizations, reports, forms, maps and charts.  (NATO AAP-6)

4.2.10  NATO Materiel Standards.  Materiel Standards are those standards which affect the
characteristics of future and/or current materiel.  They may cover production codes of practice
as well as materiel specifications.  Materiel includes complete systems (including weapons
systems and supporting command, control and communications systems); sub-systems;
assemblies, components, spare parts and materials (ACSM); and consumables (including
ammunition, fuel supplies, stores and consumable spares).  (NATO AAP-6)

4.2.11 NATO Administrative Standards.  Administrative Standards primarily concern
terminology - which apply to both the ‘operational’ and the ‘materiel’ fields - but this category
also includes standards which facilitate Alliance administration in fields without direct
military application (e.g. reporting of economic statistics).  (NATO AAP-6)

4.2.12  Standardization Agreement (STANAG).  See 15.1.1.

5     Aims of Standardization

5.1 By providing technical criteria accepted by consensus, standards promote consistent
quality, reliability and maintainability, whilst offering the potential for variety control and
economic production.  They also encourage both interchangeability and interoperability, and
rationalize processes and methods of operation making communication and the exchange of
materiel and services easier.  Their use gives confidence to manufacturers and to users alike.
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5.2  The broad aims of standardization are summarized are:

(a)  to promote improvement in the quality of products (goods), processes and
services by defining those features and characteristics that govern their
ability to satisfy given needs i.e. their fitness for purpose;

(b)  to promote improvement in the quality of life i.e. safety, health and
protection of the environment;

(c)  to promote economies in manufacture through the economic use of
materials, energy and human resources in the production and exchange of
goods i.e. the efficient use of resources;

(d)  to facilitate collaboration and promote conditions for trade by the removal
of barriers caused by differences in national practices thus enabling
international competition;

(e)  to provide a recognized yardstick against which products, processes or
service performance can be assessed;

(f) to set out unambiguous technical requirement in a form suitable for
reference or quotation for contractual purposes.

In addition, from a MOD viewpoint, the development and use of standards can:

(g)  promote interoperability;
(h)  reduce the likelihood of dependence on specific vendors;
(j) to promote industrial efficiency through variety control.

5.3  Variety control

Standards promote economy through variety control.  The type of standard will determine
where the reduction lies, for example in a range of product sizes, a number of different types
of equipment or a variety of test methods.

5.4  Quality

5.4.1  Standards provide for optimum quality of goods and services by defining those features
and characteristics that govern their ability to satisfy given needs.  The BS EN ISO 9000
series of Standards describes quality management and quality assurance systems.  Quality
Assurance terminology is explained in ISO 8402 and BS 4778 Parts 2 and 3.

5.4.2  For UK MOD defence contracts placed within the UK the Def Stan 05-90 series adopts
the ISO 9000 series with supplementary requirements.  For defence contracts placed within
NATO countries the Allied Quality Assurance Publications (AQAPs) ‘century’ series adopts
the ISO 9000 series, also with supplementary requirements.

5.4.3  The general requirements for a system for electronic components of assessed quality are
given in BS 9000 Parts 2 and 3 which specify the national implementation for the CECC and
IECQ systems (BS 9000 should not be confused with BS EN ISO 9000).
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5.5  Safety

The setting of standards of safety requires a structured approach in defining what is acceptable
as a reasonable level of risk in the designed use of a product, process or service.  The drafting
of safety provisions is explained in BS 0 Part 3 and interpreted for defence purposes in Def
Stan 00-00 Part 2.  Attention is drawn to Joint Services Publication (JSP) 375 - The MOD
Health and Safety Handbook.

6     General Principles of Standards Work

6.1  General

Standardization involves both the preparation and use of standards, the governing principles
behind them are detailed in 6.2 to 6.6.

6.2  Standards should be needed and wanted

The production of standards relies upon the willingness of all parties concerned to reach
voluntary agreement among themselves for one or more stated purposes.  The MOD produces
Defence Standards only when its requirements cannot be met by suitable national, regional
(European) and international civil and military standards.

6.3  Standards should be used

6.3.1 Application of standards relies upon the voluntary commitment required in their
preparation being extended to their use.  The publication of a standard is of little value if it is
not applied.  The intended application of a standard should be clearly understood at the start
and borne in mind throughout its preparation.

6.3.2  Standards should be designed for ease of reference and written in a concise, clear and
unambiguous way.  Different types of standard (see 28.3) are written in a different way for
particular purposes.

6.3.3  Verification of compliance with specified requirements should always be possible
within a realistic time and at a reasonable cost.

6.4   Standards should be agreed at the widest level

Standardization can be pursued at different levels by individuals, firms, associations,
Government departments, countries etc.  For economy of total effort a standard should be
prepared at the broadest level consistent with meeting the needs of all interested parties.  The
simultaneous preparation at different levels, e.g. UK MOD, national (BSI), regional (CEN)
and NATO, of standards on identical aspects of identical subjects should be avoided.
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6.5  Standards should be impartial

Standards should not give significant advantage to the products or services of any supplier,
group of people, or the industry of any particular country.  Defence Standards should therefore
specify the performance required from products and processes (or services) rather than
describe the form or materials involved.  However, it is essential to include a statement of
how conformity to its requirements will be verified (i.e. specifying methods of test or
measurement).  Conformity shall be capable of verification equally by a first party (supplier),
second party (purchaser) or an independent third party.  Defence sector specific products are
not exempt from these general principles.

6.6  Standards should be planned

6.6.1  Once the need for a standard has been established, the planning of its preparation and
content is of prime importance.  From the outset, to ensure that its contents are technically
feasible, commercially acceptable and presented in an unambiguous form, the objectives of
the standard shall be carefully considered and defined.

6.6.2  A standard states what has been established or is about to be established.  The process
of writing standards is essentially one of selection.  A standard may contain only that which
the interested parties are prepared to agree on at the time it is written.

6.6.3  Standards should be reviewed at regular intervals and appropriate action should be
taken to ensure that they are up to date.  The review procedure for Defence Standards is
explained in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 2).

7    Use of Standards

7.1  Voluntary status of Standards

7.1.1  National, regional or international civil standards organizations do not have the legal
authority to make the use of their standards compulsory.  A legally binding obligation to
comply is only created if a standard becomes a contract requirement or is made mandatory by
law or regulations.

7.1.2 UK MOD policy is to make the maximum use of standards in all its design and
procurement activities.  The Project Manager/Equipment Support Manager is directed to
select standards using the Hierarchy of Standards (see TABLE D) which places civil
standards ahead of Defence Standards.  Defence Standards are voluntary documents with the
exception of those covering quality and its assurance and those which are given a mandatory
status through MOD policy instructions e.g. Defence Council Instructions (DCIs), Chief of
Defence Procurement Instructions (CDPIs).
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7.2  Contractual use of Standards

7.2.1  A specification commonly forms part of a contract.  The existence of relevant standards
facilitates the preparation of contract specifications and frequently form part of the technical
package which defines the MOD requirements.  When standards, or parts there of, are called
up in contract specifications the standards become legally binding on the contract parties.
During the preparation of standards therefore, proper consideration needs to be given to the
contractual implications which flow from them.

7.2.2  Standards can contain options and other matters that need to be clarified or selected by
additional contractual provisions when invoked in contract specifications.

7.2.3 Some standards are deliberately drafted in an advisory form e.g. guides and
recommendations.  Reference to them in contracts may therefore be insufficient to convert
their provisions into contractual requirements.

7.3  Reference to standards in regulations

Standards may be referred to in regulations to avoid the need to include technical provisions.
Reference in this way does not mean delegation of responsibility.  One such example is the
referencing to standards in European Community Directives and British Standards in UK
national legislation.  Reference to standards in regulations either makes the use of the standard
mandatory or indicates a standard as a means of compliance.
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Section Two:  Civil Organizations Concerned With Standards

8     Introduction

8.1 There are many civil standards producing organizations throughout the World.  The
organization with which the MOD has most dealings, is the British Standards Institution
(BSI).  Through the BSI, MOD contributes to international and regional (European) standards
drafting committees.  The main civil organizations involved are:

International

ISO - International Organization for Standardization
IEC - International Electrotechnical Commission
ITU - International Telecommunication Union

Regional (European)

CEN - European Committee for Standardization
CENELEC - European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
ETSI - European Telecommunications Standards Institute

8.2  More comprehensive details of these and other civil standards organizations are given in
BS 0-1:1997.  The main standards resulting from the work of these bodies may be formally
recognized in the UK by their publication as British Standards as shown in TABLE A.

8.3  World Standards Services Network (WSSN).  The WSSN is a top level standards Web
Site (http://www.wssn.net) which provides a central site for accessing the World Wide Web
servers of standards organizations throughout the world.  This single gateway acts as a giant
links site to recognised international, regional and national standards bodies whilst allowing
each to retain responsibility for the content, quality and services provided on its own site using
harmonised elements for the various home pages.

8.4  CENELEC Electronic Components Committee (CECC) User Group - MUAHAG

8.4.1  The Military Usage And Harmonization Advisory Group (MUAHAG) operates as a
user group of CENELEC Electronic Components Committee (CECC).  It represents the
interests of European Military Agencies in Standardization and Quality Assurance matters of
electrical, electro-mechanical and electronic components.  Formed in 1980, the members are
drawn from Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Sweden and the UK.

8.4.2  The Group has concentrated on producing agreed Preferred Products Lists (PPL’s) of
CECC qualified components for use in current and future collaborative and single country
military equipments.  These are published in hard copy and electronic copy on the MUAHAG
Internet site (http://www.muahag.de).  Given UK procurement policy to leave the selection of
components to the contractor, UK interests on the four Product Groups are now represented
by industry.  DStan retains the UK membership of the main policy group.
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9     UK Organizations

9.1  Department of Trade and Industry (DTI).  The DTI provides the focal point within UK
Government for standards issues.  It is responsible for the implementation of Command 8621,
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the United Kingdom (UK) Government
and BSI, and for formulating policy in conjunction with the Standards Policy Committee
(SPC), an interdepartmental committee on which MOD is represented through the Director of
Standardization (see Def Stan 00-00 Part 4).

9.2  British Standards Institution (BSI)

9.2.1  BSI is the body recognized by the UK Government for the preparation, publication and
maintenance of national standards.  It was formed in 1901 by the professional engineering
bodies as the Engineering Standards Committee.  A Royal Charter was granted for the
organization in 1929 and a Supplemental Charter issued in 1931 when its present title, the
British Standards Institution was adopted.  The Royal Charter was updated in 1998 to protect
the integrity and transparency of the standards making process whilst allowing BSI to expand
its commercial services world wide.

9.2.2 BSI were given additional national recognition in 1982 by the publication of the
Government's White Paper Command 8621 Standards, Quality and International
Competitiveness; subsequently a MOU was developed and signed on behalf of the UK
Government and BSI.  The text of the memorandum was revised in 1995 and is reproduced in
BS 0-1:1997 and ANNEX C.  The MOU records the joint commitment from BSI and the UK
Government to enhance, strengthen and maintain standards making in the UK, whilst
promoting harmonization of relevant standards through international and regional (European)
standards organizations.  BSI will seek to ensure its standards will be suitable for referencing
in public purchasing contracts, whilst UK Government will seek to ensure its representatives
participate fully in activities at every level of the standards making committee structure.

9.2.3  BSI is the organization recognized by the UK Government to participate in the
standards work of international and European organizations.  It is the UK member of ISO,
IEC, CEN, CENELEC and ETSI.  BS 0-2:1997 explains the organization and functions of BSI
and outlines the procedures governing the preparation of British Standards and UK
involvement in international standards work.
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TABLE A

The Main Types of BSI Publication

                                       SERIES               TYPES
BS (general series)

BS AU (automobile standard)

BS MA (marine standard)

BS A, B etc. (aerospace standard)

BS (EN) (British edition of a European Standard)

BS CECC (publication produced by CENELEC
 Electronic Components Committee and

adopted as a BS)

BS ISO (publication produced by the International
Standards Organization and adopted as
a BS)

BS IEC (publication produced by the International
Electrotechnical Commission and
adopted as a BS)

) Specifications
) Codes of Practice
) Method(s) of
) sampling
) tests,
) determination,
) measurement,
) analysis etc.
) Vocabularies of terms
) Guides
) Recommendations
)
)
)
)
)
)

DD Draft for development

PD Published document (may
provide guidance,
information,
recommendations)

NOTE:  For a complete listing of publications refer to a current issue of the BSI Standards
Catalogue.
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Section Three:  International Military Standardization

10     Introduction

10.1 It is the policy of the UK Government to subscribe to international co-operation in
research, development and production of military equipment and in consequence the MOD is
clearly involved in international military standardization at all levels in order to promote
interoperability with allied Nations.

10.2 As a result  of this co-operation, international  military standardization  agreements
relating to operational, materiel and administration are developed and used when technical
and logistic interoperability between nations cannot be satisfied by non-military standards.
Great care is taken to ensure that any agreements which are ratified are compatible with
national and MOD standardization practices.

10.3  Where it is possible to do so, maximum use is being made of procuring Commercial Off
The Shelf (COTS) equipment for the armed services.  Both NATO and the America, Britain,
Canada and Australia (ABCA) Group of countries are therefore placing an increased emphasis
on the use of civil standards for military materiel standardization.

10.4 The following  organizations, groups and  committees are involved in international
military standardization.  Additional information on each of these areas is provided at the
relevant clause:

(a) for NATO see Clause 11;
(b) for ABCA Group of Countries see Clause 16.1;
(c) for Four Power Equipment Collaboration see Clause 16.5;
(d) for International Co-operative Opportunity Group see Clause 16.6;
(e) for FINABEL see Clause 16.7;
(f) for Western European Union see Clause 17.1;
(g) for Western European Armaments Group see Clause 17.2;
(h) for OCCAR see Clause 17.3.

11     North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

11.1  Introduction

11.1.1 The North Atlantic Treaty was signed on 4 April 1949 by the Foreign Ministers of
twelve nations.  The twelve being Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom and United States of
America.  Greece and Turkey acceded to the Treaty in 1952, the Federal Republic of Germany
in 1955, Spain in 1982 and the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland will become full
members in 1999.
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11.2  Committee Groups

11.2.1  The following is a list of some of the main high level committees and groups which
meet to discuss and agree NATO business at the strategic level.  The list is by no means
exhaustive, but are the main groups involved in international military standardization.

11.2.2  The North Atlantic Council (NAC).  The North Atlantic Council chaired by the NATO
Secretary General is the highest authority in the NATO alliance and is composed of permanent
representatives of the sixteen member countries.  To carry out its functions the Council has
established a large number of subsidiary committees (see ANNEX D) which at various levels,
prepare the work of the Council or implement its directives.  All these committees be they
civil or military, act for and under the authority of the Council.

11.2.3  Defence Planning Committee (DPC).  Defence matters within NATO are dealt with in
the Defence Planning Committee which is composed of representatives of all member
countries, except France.  Within the specialized field of Defence, the DPC has for all
practical purposes the same functions and authority as the NAC.

11.2.4  The Military Committee (MC).  The senior military authority in NATO
under the NAC and the DPC is the Military Committee.  It has permanent military
representatives of the national Chiefs of Staff and functions in permanent session with the
responsibility for making recommendations to NAC and DPC, on measures considered
necessary for the common defence of the NATO area, and for supplying guidance on military
matters to the Major NATO Commanders (MNCs).  The MNCs, Supreme Allied Command
Europe (SACEUR) and Supreme Allied Command Atlantic (SACLANT) are directly
responsible to the Military Committee.

11.2.5 Military Agency for Standardization (MAS).  MAS addresses operational and
procedural standardization, and NATO Terminology through four Service Boards (Navy,
Army, Air and Joint) and their related working groups.  Directorate of Defence Systems
(NATO Military Agency for Standardization) (D Def Sys(NMST)) provides the UK
representation to the MAS Service Boards.  The MAS monitors the production and updating
of operational Standardization Agreements (STANAGs) and Allied Publications (APs).
NMST is the UK authority for ratification of Operational STANAGs and co-ordinates the
national staffing of theses STANAGs, as well as overseeing the activities of UK delegations
to the many working parties supporting the MAS boards.

11.2.6  Conference of National Armament Directors (CNAD).  The Conference of National
Armaments Directors (CNAD) reports direct to the NAC, and is composed of senior
government representatives responsible for armament procurement matters and the application
of science and technology to military problems in their own countries.  It is responsible for the
policies associated with the collaborative development and procurement of equipment by
member nations (see Clause 14).
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11.2.7 NATO C3 Board (NC3B).  The NC3B oversees the wide range of agencies and
committees that address Consultation, Command and Control (C3) business in NATO.  Of
significance in the standardization role is the C3 Interoperability Sub-Committee, which
coordinates the recommendations for NC3 input to the NATO Standardization Programme
(NSP) for NC3B approval.  Directorate General Information and Communication Services
(DGICS) is the principal UK delegate to the NC3B.

11.2.8 Senior NATO Logisticians Conference (SNLC).  The SNLC  addresses NATO
logistics policies.  The sister organization in the medical area is the Committee of the Chiefs
of Military Medical Services in NATO (COMEDS), which addresses medical policy matters.
Currently however much of the standardization work in the logistics field is conducted by
relevant working parties under MAS.  Directorate General Defence Logistics (Operations and
Policy) (DG Def Log (O&P)) is the UK delegate to the SNLC and the Surgeon General,
supported by Med OP2, is the UK delegate to COMEDS.

11.2.9 NATO Committee for Standardization  (NCS).  The  NATO Committee  for
Standardization (NCS) is the directing committee for NATO standardization activities.  The
NCS is made up of national delegates, at one star level, and representatives from the MNCs.
In attendance are the Chairmen of the NATO groups that form the NATO Standardization
Liaison Board (NSLB).  The UK Delegate is the Director of Defence Systems, D Def Sys (see
13.2).

12     NATO Standardization

12.1  Introduction

12.1.1 The overall aim of NATO standardization is to increase the effectiveness of the
military forces of the Alliance.  This overall aim is to have interacting military and economic
(including industrial) components, and its attainment depends on political will.  The military
aim of NATO standardization is to increase the combined operational effectiveness of the
military forces of the Alliance.  The economic aim of NATO standardization is to increase
overall efficiency in the use of available Alliance defence resources.  This includes, among
other things, increasing co-operation and eliminating unnecessary duplication among Alliance
nations in research, development, production, procurement and support of defence systems
and equipment.

12.1.2 NATO standardization is the process of formulating, agreeing, implementing and
updating standards for use within NATO.  NATO standardization is one means by which
Alliance nations may develop their collective military capability.  It carries additional political
value as an outward demonstration of co-operation and solidarity.

12.2  Scope

12.2.1  NATO standardization is a broad process which may be applied to any NATO activity.
NATO Standards are normally classified into one of three main groups as follows (although
some standards may apply to more than one group): Operational, Materiel and Administration.
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12.3  Levels Of Standardization

12.3.1 Standardization within NATO is the process of developing concepts, doctrines,
procedures and designs to achieve and maintain the most effective levels of standardization in
the fields of operations, materiel and administration.

12.3.2  In ascending order, the four levels of standardization are defined as:

(a) Compatibility is the capability of two or more
items or components of equipment or materiel to
exist or function in the same system or
environment without mutual interference;

(b) Interoperability is the ability of systems, units or
forces to provide services to, and accept services
from, other systems, units or forces and to use the
services so exchanged to enable them to operate
effectively together;

(c) Interchangeability is a condition which exists
when two or more items possess such functional
and physical characteristics as to be equivalent in
performance and durability, and are capable of
being exchanged one for the other without
alteration of the items themselves, or of adjoining
items, except for adjustments, and without
selection for fit and performance;

(d) Commonality is a state achieved when groups of
individuals, organizations or nations use common
doctrines, procedures or equipment.

[NATO AAP-6]

12.3.3 Thus standardized equipments belonging to different forces may be compatible,
interoperable, interchangeable or common.  They may be none of these, yet their components
may be standardized, i.e. interchangeable or common, an important advantage in maintenance
and repair.

13     NATO Standardization Organization

13.1  Areas of Responsibility

13.1.1 NATO standardization covers the following four domains: Operational, NATO C3
(Consultation, Command & Control), Armaments and Logistics.
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13.1.2  Standardization Agreements (STANAGs) and Allied Publications (APs) are produced
under the authority of the following Senior NATO bodies, referred to as Tasking Authorities:
they are the MC, CNAD, NC3B and other Council Committees.

13.1.3 In broad terms, the MC is responsible for Operational standardization, while Materiel
standardization is the responsibility of the CNAD (AC/259).  Other NATO bodies - NC3B
(AC/322), SNLC (AC/305) and the Research and Technology Board (RTB) (AC/323), may
deal with both operational and materiel standardization.  These committees and bodies are
discussed in greater detail at the relevant clauses below.  The organization for the direction
and co-ordination of standardization activities in NATO is shown at ANNEX E.

13.1.4 These senior NATO bodies in turn task their subordinate groups to produce the
STANAGs and APs within their area of responsibility:

(a) by MC to the MAS Service Boards and the Joint Service Board;
(b) by CNAD to Main and Cadre Groups directly subordinate to the CNAD;
(c) by NATO C3 Board to the sub-committees directly subordinate to the NC3B.

13.1.5  Other council Committees such as the SNLC and the RTB could themselves act as
Tasking Authorities.

13.2     Committees

13.2.1  NATO Committee For Standardization (NCS).  The committee is co-chaired by the
Chairman of the MC and Chairman CNAD, the UK representative is D Def Sys.  The
committee, supported by the Office of NATO Standardization (ONS), issues the NATO
Standardization Programme (NSP) on a biennial basis (odd years) under the endorsement of
the NAC.  The NSP is a listing of overarching Standardization Objectives (SO) and Sub-
Objectives covering the following areas: Operations (doctrine and procedures), Armaments,
Communications and Information Systems (CIS) and Logistics.  The SOs are derived from
MC approved Allied Standardization Requirements (ASR), which emanate from approved
NATO Force Goals and from standardization proposals raised by MNCs and other NATO or
national bodies.  Implementation of the NSP in NATO is under the direction of Tasking
Authorities as detailed above.

13.2.2  NATO Standardization Liaison Board (NSLB).  The NSLB membership is made up of
the Chairman of the NATO Agencies, Boards and Groups who have Tasking Authority over
subordinate working parties and panels to conduct standardization work (see also 11.2.9).

13.2.3  Office of NATO Standardization (ONS).  The ONS is part of the NATO International
Military Staff and is made up of four NATO staff members who support the NCS and co-
ordinate the production of the NSP.  The Director, ONS, is also the Chairman of the MAS.

13.2.4  Points of Contact Group (POC).  The POC is established as an informal group of
national representatives to advise the Director ONS on national views concerning NCS agenda
issues.  A nominated officer on the UK Military Representative (UKMILREP) staff at NATO
HQ is the UK representative to the POC group.
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13.2.5  Defence Support Division (DSD).  The  DSD, which is headed by the  Assistant
Secretary General for Defence Support, provides the secretariat for the CNAD, the Services
armament groups NNAG, NAFAG, NAAG (see Clause 14) and the Defence Research Group.
Members of the Division which is organized into four directorates, provide liaison with
NATO production and logistics organizations concerned with co-operative equipment projects
and with NATO military agencies dealing with defence research, development,
standardization and connected problems.  They also participate in the NATO Defence
Planning process on all matters within the responsibility and competence of the Division.

13.3  The NATO Standardization Programme (NSP)

13.3.1  Programme Aims and Objectives.  The NATO Standardization Organization briefly
described above, has been established to enhance the Alliance's military effectiveness by
highlighting the most important areas for standardization within the Alliance through the
development, monitoring the implementation, execution and updating of the NSP and co-
ordinating standardization activities between Senior NATO Bodies.

13.3.2 The NSP is a rolling Programme, consisting of prioritized and politically endorsed
Standardization Objectives and is principally based on agreed MNC requirements for
standardization and the individual requirements of NATO nations.  It combines the top-down
standardization process and the traditional bottom-up structure for standardization.  Since the
NSP is focusing on important objectives for standardization, it is not intended to reflect all
ongoing standardization activities in NATO.

13.3.3 The NSP is an authoritative document for guiding the designated standardization
efforts of Tasking Authorities and is applicable to NATO bodies involved with
standardization matters.  It provides a coherent overview of the priority standardization
objectives of the Alliance and their interrelationship, if applicable.

13.3.4 The Programme enables the identification of what should be standardized and of
possible duplication, overlaps or omissions in the work to be done whereas the NATO Groups
involved are responsible for how this should be achieved.  It defines interrelated activities for
standardization efforts for groups working in the Operational, NATO C3, Armaments and
Logistics domains in a multidisciplinary manner.

13.3.5  The NSP puts these activities into perspective by indicating which Nations and which
Tasking Authorities are involved, thereby creating  a vehicle for improved co-ordination
among the many NATO Groups involved.  Through the NSP, Groups which developed their
own objectives for standardization, often in isolation, become more aware of the
standardization activities of related Groups.

13.3.6  The key steps of the NSP are:

(a) identifying important standardization requirements/deficiencies;
(b) formulating and agreeing priority standardization objectives.
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13.3.7  Execution Of The NSP.  The Programme constitutes high level guidance for Tasking
Authorities.  Therefore it constitutes priority tasks for all applicable groups which have
standardization responsibilities and it is the basis for monitoring execution and reporting on
progress.  Thus the NSP has an impact on:

(a) Programmes of Work for the groups involved;
(b) priorities for the work to be done;
(c) liaison and interaction with other groups.
 

13.3.8  Reporting On The Execution Of The NSP.  The NCS will periodically report to the
Council on the progress made in the implementation and execution of the NSP.

14     CNAD and its Subordinate Groups (see 11.2.6)

14.1  General

14.1.1  CNAD is responsible for the policies associated with the collaborative development
and procurement of equipment by member nations.  CNAD is chaired by the Assistant
Secretary General Defence Support Division, NATO International Staff. The UK
representative is the Chief of Defence Procurement (CDP) and is the UK National Armaments
Director (NAD).  He is supported by the DStan who have overall responsibility for the
development and control of all materiel STANAGs in the UK.

14.2  Structure

14.2.1  Six main and various specialist Cadre Groups operate under CNAD concerned with
standardization of various aspects of supply, logistics and communications.
These groups include:

(a) the NATO Naval Armaments Group (NNAG)(AC/141);
(b) the NATO Air Force Armaments Group (NAFAG)(AC/224);
(c) the NATO Army Armaments Group (NAAG)(AC/225);
(d) the Research and Technology Organization (RTO) (DRG)(AC/323);
(e) the NATO Group on Acquisition Practices (AC/313);
(f) the NATO Industrial Advisory Group (NIAG).
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14.2.2 In addition to the six main groups there are five Cadre Groups also designated
Partnership groups.  The Senior Cadre group covers M&EP Standardization (AC/301).  The
full list is provided below, with a diagram at ANNEX F.  CNAD also sponsors a number of
Ad Hoc Groups, Agencies and Project Offices.

(a) AC/301 M&EP Standardization;
(b) AC/135 Codification;
(c) AC/250 Quality Assurance;
(d) AC/258 Safety Aspects of Transportation & Storage of Military Ammunition

and Explosives;
(e) AC/310 Safety & Suitability for Service of Munitions and Explosives.

14.2.3  The CNAD and the main groups meet at NATO HQ in Brussels.  UK representation
and points of contact for staffing are summarized in ANNEX F.

14.2.4 The National Armaments Directors Representatives (NADREPS) are national
representatives of the CNAD members and are based at NATO HQ.  They meet regularly
under the Chairmanship of the Assistant Secretary General for Defence Support to carry out
the routine tasks of the CNAD and to undertake any such additional task as the CNAD may
direct.  One such task is to direct the work of the Group on Materiel M&EP Standardization,
and other CNAD subordinate groups.  Details of some of the CNAD subordinate groups are
detailed below:

14.3  NATO Navy, Army and Air Force Armaments Groups (NNAG, NAAG, NAFAG)

14.3.1  NNAG, NAAG and NAFAG comprise national representatives from the appropriate
services of each member nation.  Under a chairman elected by and from their own group
members, each group is responsible directly to the CNAD.  Their terms of reference cover the
exchange of information on national concepts, doctrine, equipment programmes, research and
development policy and identification of bilateral and multilateral opportunities for co-
operation.  The respective Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff (Operational Requirements)
(ACDS(OR)) represent the UK on the CNAD service armament groups (the NATO Naval,
Army and Air Force Armament Groups (NNAG, NAAG, NAFAG).  Subordinate bodies
composed of members from national Operational Requirements (ORs) or technical/scientific
staff are formed by these groups to cover the main fields of interest.  Each body elects a
chairman from among its members and the secretariat is provided by the NATO international
staff.  Their principal tasks are to exchange information and identify possible areas for
international co-operation.
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14.3.2  When a particular item has been identified by the subordinate body as being suitable
for international co-operation and a minimum of two member nations have expressed an
interest, a project group may be formed to examine the proposal further.  If the decision is to
proceed, the project group chairman (usually a representative of a member nation sponsoring
the proposal) advises the main group.  A MOU is then negotiated among the interested parties,
following which the project group will draft a project definition, and establish the relevant
programme details including time scales and cost estimates for submission to the CNAD.
Having satisfied itself that the project meets the criteria necessary for it to qualify as a NATO
project, CNAD may then authorize the establishment of a Project Steering Committee to
direct and co-ordinate the operation.

14.4  NATO Research & Technology Organization

14.4.1 The NATO  Research & Technology Organization (RTO) is the single focus for
defence research & technology activities.  Its mission is to conduct and promote co-operative
research and information exchange.  The objective is to support the development and effective
use of national defence research and technology to meet the military needs of the Alliance, to
maintain a technological lead and to provide advise to NATO and national decision makers.

14.4.2  The RTO consists of a Research & Technology Agency (RTA) which was formed in
November 1996, with the merger of the Advisory Group for Aerospace Research and
Development (AGARD) and the Defence Research Group (DRG).  Six expert panels
addressing a broad spectrum of technology based topics reported directly to the Research &
Technology Board (RTB).  The Board meets in Brussels and all NATO nations, including
France, are members.

14.5  NATO Group on Acquisition Practices

14.5.1 The NATO Group on Acquisition Practices (AC/313) advises CNAD on national
procurement practices and procedures, co-operative programme arrangements and industrial
collaboration.  One of its aims is to improve conditions of defence trade between NATO
nations, removing any obstacles preventing or hindering co-operation.

14.6  NATO Industrial Advisory Group (NIAG)

14.6.1 NIAG was established to provide advice to the CNAD on industrial, technical,
economic, management and other relevant aspects of research, development and production of
armaments with the Alliance.  The primary focus is to provide technology advice for the
programme development efforts conducted under the CNAD.
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14.7  The Group on Standardization of Materiel and Engineering Practices (M&EP) (AC/301)

14.7.1  The Aims of M&EP Standardization.  Although the use by nations of identical parts in
their military equipment would be the ultimate solution to standardization, this ideal is not
always achieved.  It is essential however, to standardize those interfaces that ensure
interoperability between the equipments of member nations.  It is therefore important to
standardize M&EP to gain the benefits of such interoperability.  The aim being, to promote
the use of standard parts and items that are readily available and relatively inexpensive, thus
avoiding parts proliferation and reducing the burden on logistics and supply through the
limitation of variety.  While the field of M&EP pervades all areas of military equipment much
of the materiel concerned is derived from the products of civil application and is covered to a
considerable extent by international standards.  This renders it vital that such existing
standards are exploited by the NATO nations for use with their military equipments.

14.7.2  The role of the Group on Standardization of M&EP (AC/301).  The primary function
of the Group on Standardization of M&E Standardization which was established by the
CNAD, is to develop an effective policy and programme of implementation for
standardization of M&EP within NATO.  This senior cadre group known as AC/301 was
established in 1977 to co-ordinate the NATO activities concerned with the application of
standard items and materials.  The principal tasks of AC/301 are to identify and review
STANAGs relating to M&EP standardization, to consider international standards relating to
M&EP with a view to their adoption, and to develop new standards where international
standards are not available or are inadequate to meet NATO weapon systems and equipment
requirements in the M&EP area.  In addition, AC/301 provides liaison with other NATO
bodies to ensure a co-ordinated approach to M&EP standardization, and concerns itself with
standardization work applied to technical areas indirectly linked with M&EP.

14.7.3  Organization and Composition of AC/301.  The Main Group is the principal body of
AC/301 and reports directly to the CNAD.  It operates in conjunction with the MAS and co-
ordinates with the other NATO groups engaged in specific standardization work.  The group,
consisting of those senior national representatives responsible for materiel standardization
within their national Ministries of Defence, approves and controls the programme of work of
AC/301 and consequently has overall responsibility for the planning, implementation,
monitoring and control of the work undertaken by its sub groups, and others within its
command.  The UK member is provided by DStan.  Secretarial support is provided by the
international staff of the DSD within NATO.  The specific areas of standardization covered by
the Sub Groups who may be supported by expert Working Groups or Working Parties include:

(a) electrical/electronic parts;
(b) materials;
(c) mechanical and general engineering;
(d) vehicle components;
(e) engineering documentation, practices and procedures;
(f) combat clothing and equipment;
(g) packaging;
(h) environmental conditions.
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14.7.4  In 1996 the CNAD agreed to extend the Terms Of Reference (TOR) of AC/301 to
cover collaboration in the Partnership for Peace (PfP) programme.  This allowed practical
measures to be incorporated to enhance PfP implementation and to provide technical support
in the pursuit of interoperability between NATO and Partner armed forces.  Partners are
encouraged to fully discuss and participate in specific areas of work, and associate themselves
with the decisions made by the Group.

15.     NATO Standardization Agreements (STANAGs)

15.1  STANAGs

15.1.1  In NATO AAP-6 - NATO Glossary of Terms and Definitions, a STANAG is defined
as:

The record of an agreement among several or all the member nations to adopt like or similar
military equipment, ammunition, supplies and stores; and operational, logistic and
administrative procedures.  National acceptance of a NATO Allied Publication issued by the
Military Agency for Standardization may be recorded as a Standardization Agreement.

STANAGs have no authority in the individual countries unless implemented either by
reference or the publication of an appropriate national document (see Clause 30).

15.1.2  Sponsoring authorities.  To identify the authority sponsoring a STANAG, blocks of
serial numbers have been allocated as follows:

TABLE B

STANAG Sponsoring Authorities

Series NATO Sponsor UK Co-ordinator
1000-1999 Naval Board MAS )

2000-2999 Army Board MAS )  NMST

3000-3999 Air Board MAS )

4000-4999 CNAD DStan (Stan International)

5000-5999 NC3B AD/DCISIA

6000-6999 Miscellaneous NMST

7000-7999 Air Board MAS NMST

NOTE:  It is sometimes desirable to transfer a STANAG from one authority to another, in
which case it retains its original number.
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15.1.3  Originators of proposal.  A proposal for a new STANAG may come from a nation or
from an organization within NATO, e.g. Committee, Information Exchange Group or
Working Party.  It will be referred to the appropriate NATO Sponsor who in turn will refer it
to a suitable NATO Working Party/Panel or Custodian for consideration and decision on
whether to proceed.  If it is a new subject the Sponsor may set up a new Working Party to deal
with the proposal.  When the proposal is accepted, a number is allocated to the study by MAS;
this will, if there is a resulting STANAG, ultimately become the STANAG number.  If at any
time the draft or published STANAG is cancelled, its number is also cancelled.  When a draft
has been agreed, it is sent to the NATO Sponsor for approval, following which it becomes the
Final Draft and is distributed for ratification by nations; this is the declaration by which a
nation formally accepts the contents of a STANAG and issues a national ratifying reference.
A similar procedure applies when an existing STANAG requires amendment, unless such
amendment is purely editorial.

NOTE:  In a few cases STANAGs are produced independently of Working Groups etc. by a
nation acting as 'custodian’, in consultation with 'correspondents' in other nations.

15.1.4  Commenting procedures.  Regardless  of  what has  been  agreed  previously,
amendments or objections to the STANAG may be raised at any time prior to ratification.
Ratification can be made with or without national reservations.  If a nation declines to ratify, it
must give its reasons.  On receipt of nations’ replies, the NATO Sponsor will decide if the
STANAG should be promulgated.  If there is substantial disagreement the draft will be
referred back to the Working Party for revision.  The formal letter of promulgation for all
STANAGs, is signed by Chairman MAS.  Nations are free to alter their ratification and/or
implementation details at any time.  The Chairman MAS is the sole authority for
promulgating STANAGs, including those which are sponsored by the NATO International
Staff and the International Military Staff.

15.1.5 Implementation of STANAGs.  Implementation is defined in NATO AAP-3 -
Procedures for the Development, Preparation, Production and the Updating of NATO
Standardization Agreements (STANAGs) and Allied Publications (APs) as:

the fulfilment by a nation of its obligations as specified in an Standardization Agreement.

STANAGs normally include a definition of implementation for the purposes of the specific
Agreement.  Implementation is usually considered to be achieved when a nation has:

(a) issued the necessary orders or instructions to the forces concerned putting the
procedures detailed in the Agreement into effect; or

(b) issued instructions that all future equipment procured for its forces will be
manufactured in accordance with the specifications detailed in the Agreement; or

(c) incorporated the appropriate modifications into all Service equipment.
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15.2  Allied Publications (APs)

15.2.1 An AP is an official NATO standardization document which some or all NATO
nations agree to use as a common implementing document.  APs are intended for direct use by
the MOD or Service user, it is not therefore necessary for the information to be duplicated in
national publications (see Clause 31).  The nature of an AP is indicated by its short title, e.g.
an Allied Administrative Publication (AAP), Allied Standardization Publication (AStanP).

15.2.2  Type of APs.  There are three types of AP:

(a) those containing factual information only, which do not require a covering
STANAG;

(b) those that direct the action to be taken in specific circumstances by implementing
nations.  These require nations approval by the ratification of a covering
STANAG;

(c) or a combination of the two i.e. factual information (which does not require
ratification) and requirements/instructions which are directive in nature requiring
nations, approval by ratification of a covering STANAG.  The tasking authority
ensures that the factual information is clearly identified usually by inclusion in a
separate annex to the AP.

15.2.3  Supplements.  A supplement is a document, either NATO or national which is related
to an operational AP and is promulgated by NATO or nation(s) to provide additional
information.  A NATO supplement may have its own covering STANAG and may be of a
different security classification from its parent AP.

16.  Other Standardization Bodies

16.1  ABCA

16.1.1  ABCA Group of Countries.  ABCA is an acronym formed by the title letters of the
four countries which are members of the Group, i.e. America, Britain, Canada and Australia.
It was created in the post-war period when the need was foreseen for common tactical
concepts and doctrines and for the standardization of materiel used in giving effect to these
doctrines.  Three entirely separate organizations were created independently of each other with
the responsibility respectively for the standardization functions of the Navies, Armies and Air
Forces of the ABCA Group of Countries (New Zealand is associated through Australia).

16.1.2 Each organization is autonomous and is only responsible for the programme of
activities related to its particular Service.  There are considerable variations in the individual
Navy, Army and Air standardization programme objectives and as a result the three respective
Service organizations have different titles and different methods of operation.  The titles are:

(a) for Navy - AUSCANNZUKUS Naval C3 Organization;
(b) for Army - ABCA Armies Standardization Programme;
(c) for Air - Air Standardization Co-ordinating Committee (ASCC).
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16.1.3  The three organizations publish standardization agreements on a wide variety of
topics.  Some of these agreements may be based on NATO agreements or conversely they may
form the basis for NATO agreements.  There is no formal link between the management
structure of the three organizations, but each requires its member nations to present a co-
ordinated tri-Service position on appropriate issues.  There is also a degree of informal co-
operation with NATO.

16.1.4  The main differences between these organizations and NATO are:

(a) in NATO the three Services are responsible to the Military Committee on which
they are represented whereas in the ABCA Group there is a separate organization
for each of the three Services;

(b) and in the case of NATO standardization agreements, ratification is by member
nations whereas, ABCA Group standardization agreements are ratified only on
behalf of the particular Service which produced them.  In the latter case the
remaining Services may agree to subscribe to the intent of the agreement.

16.2  AUSCANNZUKUS Naval C3

16.2.1  Set up in 1960 to align naval communications policies in order to limit barriers to
interoperability caused by the introduction of new communications equipment.
AUSCANNZUKUS aims to identify interoperability issues, well in advance, and seek
solutions before they become a problem.  Membership is Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
UK and US. Supervisory Board (UK Rep: ACDS OR(Sea)) meets annually and the working
committee meets twice a year.

16.3  ABCA Armies Standardization Programme

16.3.1  The overall objective of the ABCA Programme is to ensure that the Armies achieve
agreed levels of standardization necessary for the two or more ABCA Armies to operate
effectively together within the coalition.  The Programme aims to facilitate co-operation and
collaboration between nations by combining resources and effort to achieve the highest
possible degree of interoperability.

16.3.2  The ABCA Programme also identifies commons areas of Research & Development
(R&D), and provides a record of all ABCA agreements and any subsequent modifications.

16.3.3  The ABCA Armies Organization. (see ANNEX G)

16.3.3.1  The Programmes standardization work is carried out by the 14 Quadripartite
Working Groups (QWGs) (see ANNEX H).  The QWG responsibilities include the
completion of standardization tasks, exchange of information and providing support to ABCA
exercises.
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16.3.3.2  The QWGs meet on average every 24 months with an Executive meeting held in the
intervening years.  The work between meetings is carried out by four QWG National Points of
Contact (NPOC), one from each Army, who work on the ABCA programme as their primary
jobs allow.  Each QWG NPOC has a Head of Delegation (HOD) who attends the meetings.

16.3.4  The ABCA Armies Programme Scope.  The ABCA programme complements, but
does not duplicate the work carried out by NATO, bilateral or international commercial
organizations.  If a standardization task is identified by the programme, it is up to Armies to
decide which organization is best suited to carry it out.

16.3.5  The ABCA Armies Levels of Standardization.  The programme has adopted the four
NATO levels of standardization; compatibility, interoperability, interchangeability and
commonality.

16.3.6 The ABCA Armies Standardization Process - (see ANNEX J).  The ABCA Programme
achieves its aim through the standardization process.  The Programme Plan of Action (PPA) is
the keystone document for the programme.  It sets out the work for QWGs and allows Armies
and QWGs to monitor progress on standardization tasks and to ensure they remain relevant to
Armies’ needs.

16.3.7  ABCA Programme Management.  To manage a programme of this size and diversity
effectively there must be a taut top down management framework.  Although the PPA
provides the basis for meeting this requirement, progress on the completion of tasks at the
working level, needs to be monitored.  To meet this requirement, each standardization task is
given a milestone date for completion.  Every six months Washington Standardization
Officers (WSOs) check progress towards the achievement of these milestones, using a
Performance Indicator Reporting System (PIRS).  This enables WSOs to assess overall
Programme and QWG progress.

16.3.8 Programme Documents.  The end result of a standardization task is generally a
Quadripartite Standardization Agreement (QSTAG) or a Quadripartite Advisory Publication
(QAP).

16.4  Air Standardization Co-ordinating Committee (ASCC)

16.4.1  The ASCC is a five-nation organization (Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA and
UK) which was founded in January 1948.  This Committee was established to further those
nations’ capabilities to conduct combined air operations and provide each other with essential
cross servicing facilities and logistic support.  Consideration is also given to the economies
that result from standardization in all operational areas and exchanging research and
development information.  Each member nation provides one committee member of general
officer rank (usually one-star).  These committee members, known as National Directors, meet
annually and direct ASCC activities through a Task Order, specifying strategic guidance,
structure and project objectives.
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16.4.2 The National Directors are supported by national members of the permanent
Management Committee, based in Washington DC (the UK member is based in MOD
London).  This implements the committee’s policies and oversees and co-ordinates the work
of the 10 multinational working parties (see TABLE C) (Details of UK representation on these
working parties can be obtained from NMST(Air)).  National co-ordination is provided by an
Assistant for Standardization.  The ASCC objective is achieved primarily by the negotiation
of formal agreements, known as Air Standards (AIR STDs), which cover a wide field of
operational and technical subjects.  Working parties, meeting at 12-18 month intervals,
negotiate these formal agreements through projects derived from the Task Order.  Many such
agreements cover-sheet, or are derived from, NATO Standardization Agreements
(STANAGs); thus achieving a high degree of interoperability between the participating
nations.  The UK National Director is the Director of Operational Requirements (Air)
(DOR(Air)) and the UK Management Committee Member and Assistant for Standardization
is NMST(Air).

TABLE C

ASCC Working Parties

NO. SUBJECT NO. SUBJECT

WP 15 Fuel and Lubricants WP 61 Aviation Medicine

WP 20 Air Armaments WP 70 Mission Avionics

WP 25 Logistics (including Engineering) WP 80 Air Reconnaissance

WP 44 Air Transport WP 84 NBC Defence

WP 45 Air Operations WP 90 Airfield and Airspace
Management

16.5  Four Power Equipment Collaboration

16.5.1  This group comprises UK, France, Germany and the United States (the Four Powers).
Its aims are the informal exchange of procurement plans and the furthering of armaments co-
operation.  It is useful as a forum to discuss important CNAD business in a small grouping of
influential nations.  Highest level meetings are attended by the Four Power Principals, who are
the NADs from the nations involved.  Principals (NADs) meetings which are hosted in turn by
the four nations generally precede CNAD meetings in the Spring and Autumn.  Below the
Principals level, most of the work is carried out by the Senior National Representatives
(SNRs), reporting to the Principals meetings both verbally and in a written report.  UK MOD
representatives at the SNR level are:

(a)  SNR(Maritime) - Representation will be provided by DOR (Sea);
(b)  SNR(Army) - ACDS OR (Land);
(c)  SNR(Air) - ACDS OR(Air);
(d)  C3SNR - DGICS
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16.6  International Cooperative Opportunity Group (ICOG)

16.6.1  The US launched the ICOG initiative in early 1996 with the aim of identifying
potential equipment programmes at an early stage and then providing them with the top-level
impetus needed to see them through to fruition.  D Def Sys is the UK's overall Operational
Requirements POC with policy discussion led by CDP and Min(DP).  Work has been carried
out by France, Germany, the UK and the US in trying to identify potential cooperative
opportunities.  Seven International Cooperative Opportunities (ICO), involving quadrilateral,
or trilateral interest including the US have been identified at project or sub-system level.  The
SNR structure has been identified as the best way of taking forward this initiative and will be
expected to identify new ICOs.

16.7  FINABEL

16.7.1  Introduction.  FINABEL is a grouping of European countries set up by France in 1953
to include Italy, Netherlands, Germany, Belgium and Luxembourg; UK joined in 1973, Spain
in 1990, Greece and Portugal in 1996.  Its aim is the harmonization of ground forces practices,
procedures and doctrine across the spectrum of military conflict, principally at the tactical
level.  Currently emphasis is given to the challenges of multinational and peace support
operations.

16.7.2  Influence.  The value of  FINABEL is provided, primarily, by the contacts made within
committees and working groups as well as the forum provided for the expression and swift
dissemination of emerging ideas and doctrine

16.7.3  National Delegations.  FINABEL works at Chiefs of Staff, Chief of General Staffs
(COS(CGS)), one star Director of Land Warfare (DLW) and working group (Lt Col) level.
The Army Chiefs of Staff/Chef d'Etat Major (COS/CEM) of the member countries meet
annually in March to direct the programme.

16.7.4  Permanent Military Expert/Expert Militaire Principal.  The one star committee is
referred to as the Principal Military Experts' Committee or (PME/EMP) and meets biannually.

16.7.5  Working Groups.  The organization's thirteen working groups, ranging across the
military spectrum, meet twice a year in FINABEL countries on a rotational basis.  The
working groups subject areas are as follows: Tactical Doctrine, Air Defence, Fire Support,
Engineers, Airmobility, Intelligence, Instruction and Training, Nuclear Defence, Biological &
Chemicals, Command & Control, Electronic Warfare and Concepts.  Details of UK
representation on these working groups are available from Directorate General of
Development and Doctrine (DGD&D) (International).
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17  Collaborative Institutions

17.1  Western European Union (WEU)

17.1.1  The WEU is founded on the Brussels Treaty of 1948, the organization provides a
forum for discussion of European security matters for both Foreign and Defence Ministers.
As a consequence of the decisions taken at Maastricht in 1991, the WEU is being developed
in a dual capacity, both as a means of contributing to the European pillar of NATO, and also
as an expression of a European Security and Defence Identity (ESDI).  In the Petersberg
Declaration of 19 June 1992, the WEU set out the types of tasks on which it expects its forces
to be employed.  These encompass a range of combat and peace support operations, but not
generally territorial defence, which in most cases will remain a NATO responsibility.

17.1.2  Based in Brussels, the WEU has a Council which meets biannually at Ministerial level.
Below this there is a Permanent Council, on which the UK representative is provided by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and a series of Working Groups.  Membership of
the WEU and other major international bodies is shown at ANNEX K.

17.1.3  In late 1996 Ministers agreed to the creation of a new European body, the Western
European Armaments Organization (WEAO), which is to be the precursor of a full European
Armaments Agency.  The lead branch is MOD DPA DPP3 and the Research Cell now has the
ability to place research contracts on behalf of the Western European Armaments Group
(WEAG) Panel 2.

17.2  Western European Armaments Group (WEAG)

17.2.1  General.  Under a EUROGROUP initiative, this forum was established outside NATO
in 1976 as the Independent European Programme Group (IEPG).  It was brought under the
WEU in 1993, changing its title to WEAG.  Its aim is to promote European defence
equipment co-operation.  It meets annually at Ministerial level in the Autumn.  Below this
level, NADs attend six monthly meetings, at which Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff
(Systems) (DCDS(S)) is represented by D Def Sys.  The organization is based in Brussels,
with its Secretariat collocated with that of the WEU.  The WEAG Organizational structure is
detailed at ANNEX L.  Its three Panels meet as required and report to NADs twice yearly.

17.2.2  Panel 1.  Panel l's role is to identify collaborative opportunities and to promote the
harmonization of equipment requirements among member nations.  The UK rep is Def Sys
(CIS).  The main event in the Panel's programme is an annual meeting at which a comparison
is made of each nation's future requirements, listed in an database known as the Equipment
Review Schedule (ERS).  The aim is to identify common aspirations in similar time-scales,
which are not already being pursued under NATO auspices.  Once a collaborative opportunity
has been identified and confirmed through national staffing, a Sub-Group is formed to
develop the project.  The UK entries in the ERS will in future be based on MOD Systems
Area Operational Requirements Management Information System (ORMIS) data and the UK
MOD ERS available on the Corporate Headquarters Office Technology System (CHOTS).
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17.2.3  Panel 2.  Panel 2 is concerned with research matters.  UK representation is provided
from the Assistant Director of Research (International Collaboration) (ADR(IC)).  The Panel
supports four fora which allows European countries to take an active part in Research and
Technology (R&T) activities:

(a) EUCLID European Co-operation for the Long Term in Defence
(b) CTPs WEAG Cooperative Technology Programme
(c) THALES Technology Arrangements for Laboratories for Defence

  European Science
(d) SOCRATES Systems of Convenience for Research and Technology in

 Europe

17.2.4  Panel 3.  Panel 3 deals with armaments co-operation procedures and common defence
economics policy matters.

17.2.5  European Defence Industries Group (EDIG).  An industrial association with a small
secretariat in Brussels, EDIG represents the interests of European defence industry. The
chairmanship rotates in parallel with that of WEAG (see ANNEX L).

17.3  OCCAR (see ANNEX M)

17.3.1  The Organization for Collaboration and Co-operation in Armaments (OCCAR) was
initiated by France and Germany to deal with the management of bilateral French/German
collaborative programmes, but soon expanded with UK and Italian involvement.  The formal
MOU establishing OCCAR was signed by France, Germany, Italy and the UK in November
1996.  The Netherlands and Belgium have already expressed interest in joining.  CDP
represents the UK on OCCAR's Board of Directors.  The UK contact for OCCAR issues is
Directorate of Procurement Policy, MOD DPA (DPP3).

17.3.2  A Treaty was signed in September 1998 by the four countries which will give OCCAR
the scope to develop its own procurement procedures, contract rules and regulations.  OCCAR
is based on the five ‘Baden-Baden Principles’ which are as follows:

(a) programmes - priority to an optimum cost/benefit ratio;
(b) preparation for the future;
(c) procurement - improve the competitiveness of the European industrial and

technology base;
(d) industrial co-operation;
(e) participation of additional partner countries.
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Section Four: Principles of and Responsibilities for UK Defence Materiel Standardization

18     Policy

18.1  Advances in technology have led to the development of more sophisticated and ever
more costly modern equipment and weapon systems, which in turn has increased economic
pressures on nations to seek collaborative solutions to meet major equipment requirements.  In
doing so the economic benefit of using civil and military standards have assumed greater and
more obvious importance.  Also, the growing use of commercial equipment (COTS) alongside
purpose designed military equipment underlines the importance of developing and using civil
and military standards for maintenance and interoperability.

18.2  In its procurement and use of equipment and supplies both at home and abroad, it is the
policy of the MOD to make full use of standardization.  In order to achieve this aim it is
essential that full advantage is taken of accumulated knowledge available within the various
branches of the MOD and other organizations, and also to participate wherever possible in the
preparation of national, regional (European) and international standards.  It is also the policy
of the UK Government to subscribe to international co-operation in research, development
and production of military equipment in NATO and other groupings.  Those standards
producing bodies with which the MOD is mostly concerned (and through whom, if the need
arises, contact with other bodies is made) are shown in ANNEX N and as described in
sections two and three.

18.3 The UK MOD  Central  Staffs, Service Departments  and the MOD Defence
Procurement Agency have responsibility for implementing standardization within their own
areas, but it is essential that they all have a general appreciation of the responsibilities of their
counterparts and are aware of any relevant proposals and actions arising from those areas.

18.4 Within the UK MOD Defence Procurement Agency, Chief of Defence Procurement
Instruction (CDPI) and associated Defence Procurement Management Guide (DPMG) TECH
210 - Addressing Standardization, provide instructions and guidance respectively to its staff
on standardization requirements for the procurement of equipment and In-service support.

19     MOD Standardization Activities

19.1 In the main the MOD’s materiel standardization activities stem from the Defence
Materiel Standardization Committee (DMSC) which is responsible through the Directorate
General of Technical Services/President of the Ordnance Board, (DGTS/POB) and the Deputy
Chief of Defence Procurement (Support), (DCDP(Support)) to the Procurement Policy Board
(PPB).  The Principal Administrative Officers Committee (PAOC) also has a number of
groups reporting to it.  Further information on these specialist PAOC groups and sub-
committees and their standardization activities may be sought from the Assistant Chief of the
Defence Staff (Logistics) - (ACDS(L)/Def Log(Pol)4).  (The PAOC is due to be replaced by
the Chief of Staff, Chief of Defence Logistics (CDL) Planing Group).
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19.2 In addition to complying with Command 8621 and the Government/BSI MOU by
encouraging the preparation and adoption of British Standards, it is also MOD policy to
ensure that as many British Standards as possible are acceptable, without qualification, for
Defence use.  To assist in this aim MOD nominates suitable representatives for serving on BSI
committees (see Clause 21(e)).  MOD policy and the responsibilities of these representatives
is included in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 4) Guide for Ministry of Defence Representatives on BSI
Committees.  Also, those Defence Standards considered to have a more general application, in
addition to Defence needs, are submitted to BSI for adoption and publication as British
Standards.

19.3  The MOD standardization requirements for Communications and Information Systems
(CIS), for all areas of Defence, are pursued through the Defence CIS Standards Committee
(DCISSC) run from the Directorate of Policy (Information and Communication Services), (D
Pol (ICS)).

19.4  Participation by the MOD in international military standardization is achieved through
co-operation in NATO (see Clause 12 & ANNEX P), ABCA (see 16.3.4 & ANNEX G & J)
ASCC (see 16.4) AUSCANNZUKUS (see 16.2) [and other international groupings as
described in section 3].  The UK representation on the various committees and working
groups are provided by the Central Staffs, the Single Service Staffs and Headquarters (see
Clauses 22 to 25) and the DStan (see Clause 21).

20     Defence Materiel Standardization Committee (DMSC)

20.1  The DMSC which comprises representatives from Central staffs, Service Departments
and DPA Business Units is chaired by the Director Safety (Policy)/Vice President (Safety and
Support) Ordnance Board in his role as Director of Standardization (DStan).  It is responsible
for advising on the formulation of policy on all aspects of materiel standardization,
metrication and rationalization of technical procedures and for monitoring its implementation
(see ANNEX Q).  There are two subordinate committees, the Defence Materiel Standards
Development and Management Committee (DMSDMC) which co-ordinates the
implementation of standardization policy in various materiel Defence Standards production
fora (see ANNEX R), through Standards Programme Managers (SPMs) in DStan, and the
Defence Electronic Parts Committee (DEPCO) which co-ordinates the implementation of
standardization policy for electrical and electronic equipments, components and stores.

20.2  One of the major objectives of the DMSC is to reduce the variety of Departmental
Standards and Specifications produced within MOD.  As a means of achieving this, and in
accordance with Command 8621 (see Preface iii), greater use of civil British Standards is
encouraged.  Emphasis is also placed on the re-evaluation of MOD specifications in an
endeavour to try and make them more compatible with otherwise acceptable British
Standards.



INT DEF STAN 00-00 (PART 1)/3

36

21     Directorate of Standardization (DStan)

The Directorate whose overall objective through standardization is quality, reliability and
interoperability, is located within the Defence Procurement Agency and is responsible through
DGTS/POB and DCDP (Support) to the Chief of Defence Procurement (CDP).  DStan (see
ANNEX S) acts as the focal point on all matters related to MOD materiel standardization.  It
harnesses the technical resources of the MOD and industry to facilitate (in conjunction with
sponsors) the production of standards; promotes the use of standards in the procurement and
maintenance of Defence equipment in order to obtain the best value for money, to satisfy user
requirements and to minumize the variety of parts in MOD Service inventories.  These
objectives are achieved by:

(a) advising on the formulation and implementation of MOD standardization policy;
(b) advising on and, encouraging the use of civil and military standards for defence

purposes, in line with the hierarchy for the selection standards for MOD procurement
(see TABLE D);

(c) maintaining a close association with materiel standardization activities in the DPA
Business Units and Service departments. Providing support and advice on
standardization matters to MOD project teams, service users (PMs and ESMs) and
MOD Agencies;

(d) providing the focal point on matters appertaining to standardization between the MOD
and the DTI which is responsible for co-ordinating standardization activity across all
UK Government departments (see 9.1);

(e) acting as the focal point between the MOD and BSI with respect to the preparation of
standards required by the MOD, registration of MOD representatives on BSI technical
committees and, where appropriate, the submission of co-ordinated MOD comments on
draft British Standards at the public comment stage;

(f) providing the MOD focal point for all industrial aspects of materiel standardization and
to relate this to military requirements, especially in the international sense, so that the
standards normally used in industry can satisfy military requirements;

(g) liaising with the Defence Staffs, the three Service Departments and co-ordinating
international military materiel standardization in relation to NATO (see ANNEX P),
DSD (see 13.2.5) and the ABCA Quadripartite Working Group on Materiel Acquisition
and Technical Support (QWG/MATS);

 
(h) providing MOD representation on:
 

(1) AC/301 NATO M&EP (see 14.7),
(2) ABCA Armies - QWG/MATS,
(3) the representation on other NATO groups or working parties as appropriate,

including AC/321 NCS (see 13.2.1).

(j) being responsible for the ratification and implementation of those STANAGs normally
in the 4000-4999 series produced under the auspices of the DSD;
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21     Directorate of Standardization (DStan) (Continued)

(k) through the Chairmanship of DMSC, steering and co-ordinating the Services and DPA
Business Units in developing and implementing standardization policy.  Also,
monitoring and controlling the standards making activities carried out under the
auspices of the subordinate DMSDMC, DEPCO, and MOD sponsor groupings;

m) providing UK membership of the MUAHAG main policy group (see 8.4);
(n) initiating and encouraging the preparation of standards for defence purposes in the form

of civil British Standards, or where a British Standard is not feasible, producing a
NATO STANAG, or Defence Standard;

(p) publishing and distributing all Defence Standards whilst seeking to reduce the
proliferation of Departmental Standards in accordance with UK Government policy as
defined in the Government White Paper Command 8621 Standards, Quality and
International Competitiveness and the accompanying (revised) BSI MOU.  Also, to offer
to BSI those Defence and Departmental Standards considered suitable for conversion to
British Standards;

(q) where necessary publishing Defence Standards to supplement civil and military
standards e.g. STANAGs (see 15), QSTAGs (see 16.3.8), and ASCC Air Standards (see
16.4);

 
NOTE:  When all parties concerned are in agreement that the STANAG in its original form
covers the UK requirement it is designated self implementing, i.e. no UK implementation
document is necessary.

(r) advising of metrication policy and co-ordinating related activities in the MOD. (The
Assistant Director of Standardization acts as the Defence Metrication Officer.)

22     Standardization in Procurement

22.1  Naval.  The Head of Ship Safety Management Office (HSSMO) is responsible through
the Director of Naval Architecture (DNA) to CDP for co-ordinating the production of and
promoting the use of naval technical standards including the management and publication of
Naval Engineering Standards (NES), and acting as the focal point for the various directorates
within the DPA and the Naval Support Command (NSC).  He is also responsible for
maintaining contact with DStan, co-ordinating the DNA input into the DMSC and its
supporting committees, representation on BSI committees, NATO working parties and the
associated work in the preparation of STANAGs.

22.2  Army.  Standardization activities within Directorate General Land Systems (DGLS) are
the responsibility of Land Systems Business Development 1 (LS BD1) from whom further
information concerning Land standardization and standards activities may be sought.  LS BD1
liaises with Directorate General of Weapons and Electronic Systems (DGWES) and
Directorate General Command Information Systems (DGCIS).  LS BD1 represents and co-
ordinates Land Systems interests on the DMSC.
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22.3  Aircraft.  The Assistant Directorate of Aircraft Airworthiness Design Requirements and
Procedures - (AD/ADRP) co-ordinates and advises on all standardization/specification
activities related to the safety and airworthiness of air systems.  ADRP maintain close contact
with DStan in the preparation of STANAGs, international, regional (European) and national
Standards, Contractors Material Specifications and aerospace related Defence Standards.
ADRP also represents and co-ordinates Air Systems interests on the DMSC.

23     Navy Central and Single-Service Staff

23.1 General. The Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff Operational Requirements (Sea)
(ACDS OR(Sea)) is responsible to the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff (VCDS) for all aspects
of Naval equipment co-operation and standardization.  This he does through the NNAG (see
14.3).  ACDS OR (Sea) also represents the UK on the Supervisory Board of
AUSCANNZUKUS Naval C3.  Naval operational and doctrine standardization is co-
ordinated through the NATO MAS Naval Board by NATO Military Standardization and
Terminology (Sea) (NMST (Sea)) through the Director of Defence Systems (D Def Sys), the
Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff (Systems) (DCDS(Sys)) to VCDS.  The focal point for
materiel standardization covering the various Navy Department Directorates is provided by
the Directorate of Ships Logistic Engineering (DSLE) from the Ship support Agency (SSA)
who is represented on the DMSC.

23.2 MAS Naval Board. NMST(Sea) represents the UK on the MAS Navy Board.
NMST(Sea) is the UK authority for ratification of Naval operational and doctrine STANAGs,
co-ordinating national staffing activity and overseeing the activities of the UK delegations to
MAS Naval Working Groups.

23.3 NNAG (see 14.3). The UK is represented on this Group by ACDS OR(Sea).
Responsibility for overseeing the activities of NNAG sub-groups rests with Director
Operational Requirements (Sea) (DOR(Sea)), Director Marine Engineering (DME), DNA and
Director Submarines (DGSM).

23.4  Terminology (see 24.4).  The NMST office is part of the UK Joint Service Terminology
Committee (UKJSTC) and represents the UK at the NATO Terminology Conference.

24.     Army Central and Single-Service Staffs

24.1 General. The Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff Operational Requirements (Land)
(ACDS OR(Land)) is responsible to VCDS for all aspects of Army equipment co-operation
and standardization.  Army operational and doctrine standardization is co-ordinated through
the NATO MAS Army Board by (NMST (Air)) through D Def Sys, DCDS(Sys) to VCDS.

24.2  MAS Army Board.  NMST(Air) represents the UK on the MAS Army and Joint Service
Boards.  NMST(Air) is the UK authority for ratification of Army and Joint operational and
doctrine STANAGs, co-ordinating national staffing activity and overseeing the activities of
the UK delegations to MAS Army and Joint Working Groups.
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24.3 NAAG (see 14.3). The UK is represented on this Group by ACDS OR(Land).
Responsibility for overseeing the activities of NAAG sub-groups rests with Director
Operational Requirements (Land) (DOR(Land)).

24.4  Terminology. The NMST office is part of the UK Joint Service Terminology Committee
(UKJSTC) and represents the UK at the NATO Terminology Conference.  Separate meetings
are held annually in NATO for English Speaking Nations and French Speaking Nations,
followed by a Joint Conference at NATO HQ.

24.5  ABCA (see 16.1).  The UK is represented by the Assistant Chief General Staff(ACGS)
or by the Directorate General of Development and Doctrine (DGD&D) on the Tripartite,
Equipment and Logistics (TEAL) Conference which is held every 24 months where
Quadripartite standardization discussions take place at Vice/Deputy Chiefs of Staff and
equivalent levels.  The UK focus for ABCA is in the DGD&D area. The Director Land
Warfare (DLW) is the UK Senior National Officer and the National Standardization Officer
(NSO) is the SO2 International at DGD&D who is responsible for co-ordinating the ABCA
programme for the UK.

25     Air Force Central and Single Service Staffs

25.1  General.  Director Operational Requirements (Air) (DOR(Air)) is responsible through
the Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff Operational Requirements (Air) (ACDS OR (Air)) to
the VCDS for all aspects of Air Force equipment co-operation and standardization.  This he
does in NATO through NAFAG (see 14.3).  Air Force operational and doctrine
standardization is co-ordinated through the MAS Air Board by NMST (Air) through D Def
Sys, DCDS(S) to VCDS.

25.2  MAS Air Board.  NMST(Air) represents the UK on the MAS Air and Joint Service
Boards.  NMST(Air) is the UK authority for ratification of Air and Joint operational and
doctrine STANAGs, co-ordinating national staffing activity and overseeing the activities of
the UK delegations to MAS Air and Joint Working Groups.

25.3  NAFAG (see 14.3).  The UK is represented on this Group by DOR(Air) who is also
responsible for overseeing the activities of NAFAG sub-groups.

25.4  Terminology (see 24.4).  The NMST office is part of the UK Joint Service Terminology
Committee (UKJSTC) and represents the UK at the NATO Terminology Conference.

25.5  ASCC (see 16.4).  DOR(Air) is the UK ASCC National Director.  NMST(Air), as the
UK Management Committee Member and Assistant for Standardization, is the UK authority
for ratification of Air Standards, co-ordinates national staffing activity and oversees the
activities of the UK delegations to ASCC Working Groups.
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26     Selection of Standards for Defence Procurement

26.1  UK membership of the European Union places obligations on the MOD which reinforce
the use of standards in public procurement contracts.  Council Directive 93/36/EEC Co-
ordinating Procedures for the Award of Public Supply Contracts of 14 June 1993 requires
contracting bodies to define their technical specifications by reference to national standards
implementing European standards where these exist.

26.2  Additionally in the UK, MOD needs to consider:

(a) Command 8621 Standards, Quality and International Competitiveness;
(b) the MOU between the UK Government and BSI;
(c) and NATO policy for standardization.

These are examined in more detail in ANNEX T.

26.3  To conform to the requirements of the documents considered in ANNEX T, the order of
preference or hierarchy for the selection of standards in UK Defence Procurement shall be in
accordance with the priority given in TABLE D.

26.4  In the event of a suitable standard or specification either individually or collectively not
being available from the sources listed in TABLE A, all MOD authorities before commencing
work on the preparation of a new standard or specification, should, in order to avoid possible
duplication of effort, consult with DStan in accordance with the requirements given in Part 2
of this Standard and CDPI/TECH/210.

26.5  The UK MOD Defence CIS Standards Committee (see 19.3) has recognized that the
take up of civil IT standards by manufacturers can be variable. Their policy on the
management and application of CIS Standards therefore gives preference to solutions making
optimum use of commercially available technology.  CIS Standards Guides has been issued in
the Defence Technical Architecture - JSP 450 Issue 2.
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TABLE D

The Order of Preference or Hierarchy for the Selection of Standards
for MOD Procurement

ORDER OF
PREFERENCE     TYPE OF DOCUMENT

1 Regional  (British Standards implementing European standards
 (see T.3 and TABLE A) or common technical specifications)

European Committee for Standardization (CEN)  (see NOTE 1)
European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
(CENELEC)  (see NOTE 2)
European Telecommunications Institute (ETSI)

2 International  (British Standards implementing international standards
(see TABLE A))

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) (see NOTE 3)
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) (see NOTES 3 & 4)
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (see NOTES 3 & 5)

3 National  (Other British Standards)

British Standards Institution (BSI)

4 STANAGs and QSTAGs

NATO Standardization Agreements (STANAGs),
Allied Publications (AP),
ABCA Quadripartite Standardization Agreements (QSTAGs)

5 UK MOD Defence Standards (Def Stans)

6 UK MOD Departmental Standards and Specifications e.g. Naval Engineering
Standard (NES)  (see Def Stan 00-00 (Part 3) Section 5 and NOTE 6).

7 Other nation’s military standards e.g. from USA, DoD Mil Specs and Standards,
(see NOTE 7).

8 Recognized Industry/Partnership/Consortium Standards e.g. PANAVIA,
AIRBUS, etc., Trade Association standards (e.g. American Society for Testing
and Materials (ASTM)), (see NOTE 8).
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NOTE 1: CEN has two Associated Bodies (ASBs) to which the drafting of standards in
specialized areas is delegated:
 

(a) AECMA - The European Association of Aerospace Industries;
 
(b) ECISS - European Committee for Iron and Steel Standardization.

NOTE 2: The CENELEC Electronic Components Standards are published as CECC
standards.

NOTE 3: For the information technologies field the ISO and IEC have established a joint
technical committee (JTC 1) for which common and co-ordinated working
procedures have been established with the Telecommunication Standardization
Sector of the ITU.

NOTE 4: The IEC has a Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components (IECQ).

NOTE 5: The ITU comprises the:

(a) International Radio Consultative Committee (CCIR);
 
(b) International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee

(CCITT).

NOTE 6: This also includes Defence Specifications (Def Specs), Defence List, Defence
Guide or extant Standardization Memorandum and Specifications prepared within
the former Ministry of Technology, Ministry of Aviation Supply or Research
Establishments.

NOTE 7: The 1994 US DoD acquisition reform initiative aimed to use commercial
technology to satisfy requirements and reduce costs.  One element was to stop the
automatic use of DoD Military Specifications and Standards.  A cancellation
programme aims to reduce their 31,000 standards by 97%.  Users should exercise
caution when referencing these standards.  They are not to be treated as
“international” standards.  The individual status of DoD Military Specifications
and Standards can be verified on the following DoD Index of Specifications and
Standards (DoDISS) Web-Site, URL http://www.dtic.mil/stinet/htgi/dodiss/

NOTE 8: The USA has no direct equivalent of the UK BSI which acts as the national
standards body as well as producing and publishing standards for the UK.  In the
USA the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) acts, in the main, as the
private sector standards co-ordinating centre for scientific and professional
societies and trade associations.  There are, reportedly, around 700 such USA
based organizations which could produce standards.  Not all these standards may
have visibility outside of the USA.  They are not to be treated as “international”
standards.
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27    British Standards

27.1  British Standards are documents prepared and published by BSI when consensus on their
content has been achieved either nationally, regionally and/or international with producer and
user interest.  They provide national guidelines for industry and technology and describe in
appropriate detail, requirements for the physical and chemical properties of materials
comprising products, their performance, design and safety, and may also include quality
systems, procedures and codes of practice (see 9.2 and TABLE A).

27.2  All British Standards are listed in the BSI catalogue published annually and kept up to
date by the monthly issue of ‘Update Standards’ included with BSI’s ‘Business Standards’
(formerly BSI News). BSI have also established an Internet presence at http://www.bsi.org.uk.
The site includes a searchable index of British Standards and links to other standards
organizations.

28     Defence Standards

28.1  Description.  A Defence Standard is a document normally describing as appropriate, the
requirements for an equipment, component, or materiel and may include practices, procedures
and processes.  It is produced only when it leads to a clear advantage and when no suitable
British or other type of standard as referred to in Clause 26 is available which fulfils the need.
The advantage may be operational e.g. NATO compatibility and interoperability, (see Clause
30) or logistic e.g. leading to the rationalization of products or processes and more economic
procurement.

28.2  Preparation  (see Def Stan 00-00 (Part 2).

28.2.1  In 1996 the method of preparing MOD Defence Standards was changed to a devolved
responsibility focusing on prime stakeholders, such as MOD Business Units, to act as
sponsors in resourcing and funding the preparation (development) and maintenance of
Defence Standards.  Customer Service Agreements (CSA’s) are the formal method for
establishing arrangements between DStan and MOD Sponsors for the preparation of Defence
Standards.

28.2.2  Prior to any Defence Standards drafting activity sponsors and or authors are required
to contact DStan.  To provide documentary evidence that no civil or military standard exists or
is under development (see Clause 26) which would be suitable for the requirement, the
sponsor/author will be required to complete a Standardization Task Validation Certificate
(STVC) prior to DStan authorizing the development of a new or revise Defence Standard.
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28.2.3  The majority of Defence Standards are prepared by the committee method, notably by
groups of the DMSDMC (see 20.1) or specialist groups (see 19.1).  Members of these
committees are from MOD and/or Trade Associations (Industry).  MOD representatives
although nominated because of their specialist knowledge of the subject concerned, are
responsible for acquainting themselves with the opinions of the interested branches within
their sector (Directorate) concerned.  They should also take these opinions into account in any
committee discussions or decisions on matters likely to affect the sector (Directorate)
concerned.  Correspondence with industry shall be conducted, wherever practicable through
the appropriate trade associations or similar industrial organizations.  Defence Standards are
published only after consensus has been achieved among all interested parties and to this end
drafts of the final document are distributed for “internal and public” comment.

28.3  Types of Defence Standard

28.3.1 UK Defence Standards.  UK Defence Standards generally fall into one of four
categories: Performance, Procedural, Guide and List.  (Details of their drafting and
presentation are given in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 2)).  Out of these, the two main types of
Defence Standard currently being drafted are Performance and Procedural standards.  Details
of all four types are given below:

a) Performance Standards are documents, identifying minimum acceptable criteria,
agreed by MOD, Industry and potential users, that have to be achieved for
compliance;

b) Procedural Standards are documents, identifying a minimum series of actions to
be conducted in a certain order or manner, agreed by MOD, Industry and potential
users, that have to be achieved for compliance;

c) Guide type standards set out guidance in broad terms where the subject matter
satisfy the overall Defence need but where more than one solution or
interpretation may be employed to meet the requirements.  All Defence Standards
shall be presented in a concise and unambiguous manner obviating the need for
Guide Standards to interpret requirements.  The exception to this rule is where a
Procedural Standard is written specifically as guidance;

d) List. type standards tabulate ranges of standard items to be used, where
practicable, in the design, construction, maintenance and use of equipment
procured for the Services.  They also list ranges of non-standard items which, with
certain exceptions should not be procured. In light of the advancements in data
collection and distribution technology, the requirement for List type standards to
be produced is now minimal.

28.3.2  Interim.  An INTERIM Defence Standard is one prepared without full consultation and
commenting procedures, in order to meet a special and/or urgent requirement.  When
sufficient experience of its application has been obtained it may either be converted to a
British Standard, full Defence Standard, or cancelled.  All of the four types of standards
detailed above can be published as Interim Defence Standards.
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28.3.3  Other categories of standards.  Defence Standards are normally restricted to the four
types detailed in 28.3.1.  NATO normally classifies its standards into Operational, Materiel
and Administrative Standards.  In the civil standardization arena a number of other types of
standards exist, their function and content are discussed in British Standard BS 0 Part 3: 1997,
Clause 10.

28.4  Defence Standards Index.  A comprehensive list of all extant UK Defence Standards is
contained in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 3) Section 4, which is published annually.

28.5  Standards in Defence (SID) News.  SID News is published by DStan as the medium by
which information pertinent to defence standardization is disseminated throughout MOD and
Industry.  Apart from topical articles it provides to users interested in Defence Standards and
NATO STANAGs etc. information on all new, revised, amended, cancelled and obsolescent
standards etc.  It is the official vehicle used to update the Index of Defence Standards.

28.6  DStan Internet site.  The Directorate of Standardization have an Internet presence at
http://www.dstan.mod.uk to serve both MOD and Industry.  From March 2000 all extant
Defence Standards which are unclassified will be available in electronic format for
downloading.

28.7 Defence Standards - Electronic Format.  In addition to the Web Site, unclassified
Defence Standards are also available in electronic format on the Defence Standards CD ROM.

29     MOD Departmental Standards and Specifications

These are standards and specifications that have been prepared by individual MOD authorities
such as DPA Business Units (the old PE Controllerates) and Research Establishments in
amplification of, or where there is no suitable British or Defence Standard available.
Wherever possible, and with the co-operation of the authorities responsible for them, these
various standards and specifications are being progressively reduced by either deletion or
conversion to other civil and military standards.  Contact the DStan Help Desk (details on the
rear cover) for further information on these standards and specifications.

30     Implementation of International Military Standardization Agreements

Occasionally, when necessary, Defence Standards and other Defence documents may be
produced or amended to supplement international military standardization agreements such as
STANAGs, QSTAGs and ASCC-AIR-STDs within the area of defence materiel
standardization.  The substance of such agreements maybe reproduced either in full or in part
in the relevant Defence document and the agreement is quoted in accordance with the
requirements given in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 2).  NATO STANAGs principally in the 4000
series that are unclassified and cover materiel rather than operational requirements are
normally self implementing, thus eliminating the need to reproduce the substance of such
agreements in another document.  If STANAGs and APs are raised that duplicate Defence
Standards, then the corresponding Defence Standards are automatically cancelled.  Those
NATO agreements that have been implemented are, together with the relevant implementing
references, listed in Def Stan 00-00 (Part 3) Section 6.
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31     Principles for the Use of Standards in Defence Procurement

31.1  International, regional (European) and national obligations reinforce the use of standards
in public procurement contracts.

31.2  When included as part of a contract specification the standards become legally binding
on the contract parties.  During the preparation of standards therefore, proper consideration
needs to be given to the contractual implications which flow from them.

31.3  Standards can contain options and other matters that need to be clarified or selected by
additional contractual provisions when invoked in contract specifications.

31.4  If it becomes necessary to deviate from or to qualify a Defence Standard or if any
inaccuracy or ambiguity arises which prevents its application, the user shall always inform the
Assistant Directorate of Standardization so that the matter may be investigated and
appropriate action taken.

31.5  Whenever another document is referred to in a Defence Standard the user should ensure
that the correct edition of that document is used.  When in certain instances it is necessary to
use documents that are obsolescent or have been cancelled or withdrawn by the originating
authority, the relevant detail must be clearly specified in the contract.  These documents
should not be used for the procurement of new design equipment, however, they can be called
up in support of equipment already in existence with due regard to any changes in legislation
e.g. safety, environmental.

31.6  When a standard is specified in another document, such as in a contract, it should always
be referred to by its full title, identification number, issue status, publication date and any
published amendments.  It is not acceptable to use the phrases “latest available issue” or “as
published”.  Responsibility for the correct application of a standard rests with the user of the
standard.

31.7 Document control.  Defence Standards have traditionally been published in hard copy
format.  Given the development of electronic publishing and the growth of the Internet as a
publishing and distribution vehicle users should ensure that they access configuration
controlled electronic versions of standards from standards producers official Web Sites, where
these are available.
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Related Documents

A.1 The following list of documents and publications are referred to in this part of the
Standard.  Those publications identified with an asterisk * are available only to MOD staff.

Command 8621 Standards, Quality and International Competitiveness HMSO
Consumer Protection Act HMSO
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations HMSO
Unfair Contract Terms 1977 HMSO
General Product Safety Regulations HMSO
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act HMSO

BS 0 : A Standard for Standards
BS 0 : Part 1 Guide to the context, aims and general principles
BS 0 : Part 2 Recommendations for committee procedures
BS 0 : Part 3 Specification for structure, drafting and presentation
BS 4778 : Parts 2 & 3 Quality Vocabulary
BS 5750/ISO 9000/EN 29000 Quality management and quality assurance
BS 9000 : Parts 2 & 3 General Requirements for a System for Electronic

Components of Assessed Quality
ISO/IEC Guide 2 Standardization and Related Activities - General

Vocabulary
ISO 8402 Quality management and quality assurance - Vocabulary

NATO AAP-3 Procedures for the Development, Preparation, Production
and the updating of NATO Standardization Agreements
(STANAGs) and Allied Publications (APs)

NATO AAP-4 NATO Standardization Agreements and Allied
Publications

NATO AAP-6 NATO Glossary of Terms and Definitions (English and
French)

D/D Def Sys/310/2/NMST a) Directory of MOD UK Representatives to NATO
Groups and Agencies*
b) A Guide to the Procedures of the NATO Military
Agency for Standardization*

AQAP-100 General Guidance on NATO Quality Assurance
AQAP-110 NATO Quality Assurance Requirements for Design,

Development and Production
AQAP-119 NATO Guide to AQAPs 110, 120 and 130
AQAP-120 NATO Quality Assurance Requirements for Production
AQAP-130 NATO Quality Assurance Requirements for Inspection
AQAP-131 NATO Quality Assurance Requirements for Final

Inspection
AQAP-150 Requirements for Software Development
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AQAP-159 NATO Guide to AQAP-150
AQAP-170 NATO Guide for a Government Quality Assurance

Program
AQAP-190 List of Sampling Schemes used in NATO Countries

Def Stan 05-90 Series Quality Systems Requirements
Def Stan 00-00(Part 2) Standards for Defence, Management and Presentation of

Defence Standards
Def Stan 00-00(Part 3) Standards for Defence, Index of Standards for Defence

Procurement
Section 4 Index of Defence Standards and Defence Specifications
Section 6 Index of NATO Standardization Agreements and Allied

Publications
Def Stan 00-00(Part 4) Standards for Defence, Guide for Ministry of Defence

Representatives on BSI Committees

JSP 110 Joint Services Glossary
JSP 375 MOD Health and Safety Handbook*
JSP 450 Issue 2 Defence Technical Architecture
CDPI/DPMG/TECH/210 Addressing Standardization*

A.2 The following documents and publications although not referred to in the text of the
Standard may be found useful to readers.  Those publications identified with an asterisk* are
available only to MOD staff.

Guidelines for Government Representatives on BSI Committees (DTI) HMSO
BSI Standards Catalogue
BSI Business News
BSI Standards Update
NATO, MASAI The Military Agency for Standardization Administrative

Instructions
NATO Information Services

The NATO Handbook
ABCA, QSOP Quadripartite Standing Operating Procedures
ABCA Armies Standardization Programme Handbook*
ASCC Instructions*, Reference Catalogue*, Key Personnel

Roster*
NES 0 Policy and Procedures for the Preparation of Naval

Engineering Standards
NES 2 (Part 1) Numerical and Alphabetical Lists of Naval Engineering

Standards

A.3 Information regarding Related Documents may be obtained from the Directorate of
Standardization as shown on the outside rear cover of this Standard.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations in addition to those appearing in the text of this part of the
Standard, also includes for reference purposes other abbreviations that are in general use and
may appear in other standardization documents.

AAP Allied Administrative Publication
ABCA America, Britain, Canada and Australia
ACDS(L) Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff (Logistics)
ACDS(OR) Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff (OR)
ACGS Assistant Chief General staff
ACSM Assemblies, Components, Spare Parts and Materials
AD/Stan Assistant Directorate of Standardization
AD/ADRP Assistant Directorate/Airworthiness Design Requirements

and Procedures
AD/DCISIA Assistant Directorate Policy for CIS Interoperability
ADR(IC) Assistant Director of Research (International Collaboration)
AECMA European Association of Aerospace Materiel Constructors
AGARD Advisory Group for Aerospace Research and Development
ANSI American National Standards Institute
AP Allied Publication
AQAP Allied Quality Assurance Publication
ASCC Air Standardization Co-ordinating Committee
A STAN P Allied Standardization Publication
ASR Allied Standardization Requirements
ASTM American Society for Testing and Materials
AUSCANNZUKUS Organization: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, UK and US
AIR-STD A Standardization Agreement produced by ASCC

BS British Standard
BSA Basic Standardization Agreement
BSI British Standards Institution

C3 Consultation, Command and Control
CCEB Combined Communications Electronics Board
CDL Chief of Defence Logistics
CDP Chief of Defence Procurement
CCIR International Radio Consultative Committee
CCITT International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative

Committee
CEN European Committee for Standardization
CENELEC European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
CECC Electronic Components Committee
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CHOTS Corporate Headquarters Office Technology System
CNAD Conference of National Armament Directors
CIS Communications and Information Systems
COMEDS Chiefs of Military Medical Services
COS/CEM Army Chiefs of Staff Chef d’Etat Major
COSHH Control of Substances Hazardous to Health
COTS Commercial Off The Shelf
DCDP Deputy Chief of Defence Procurement
DCDS(S) Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff (Systems)
DCISSC Defence CIS Standards Committee
DG Def Log (O&P) Directorate General Defence Logistics (Operations & Policy)
D Def Log (Prog) Directorate of Defence Logistics (Programmes)
D Def Sys Directorate of Defence Systems
D Pol (ICS) Directorate of Policy (Information and Communication

Services)
DEF STAN Defence Standard
DERA Defence Evaluation and Research Agency
DEPCO Defence Electronic Parts Committee
DGD&D Directorate General of Development and Doctrine
DGICS Directorate General Information and Communication

Services
DGSM Director General of Submarines
DGTS/POB Directorate General of Technical Services/President of the

Ordnance Board
DLW Director Land Warfare
DLO Defence Logistics Organization
DSLE Directorate of Ship Logistic Engineering
DME Director Marine Engineering
DMSC Defence Materiel Standardization Committee
DMSDMC Defence Materiel Standards Development and Management

Committee
DNA Director of Naval Architecture
DOR Director of Operational Requirements
DPA Defence Procurement Agency
DPC Defence Planning Committee
DRG Defence Research Group
DSD Defence Support Division
DStan Directorate of Standardization
DTI Department of Trade and Industry

EAA European Armaments Agency
EC European Commission
EEC European Economic Community
EDIG European Defence Industries Group
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EN European Standard (European Normalization)
ERS Equipment Review Strategy
ESDI European Security and Defence Identity
ETS (I) European Telecommunications Standards (Institute)
EU European Union
EUCLID European Co-operation for Long Term In Defence
FCO Foreign and Commonwealth Office
FINABEL Organization involving France, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium,

Luxembourg, FRG and UK
FRG Federal Republic of Germany

GOTS Government Off The Shelf

HQ Headquarters
HMG Her Majesty's Government
HOD Head of Delegation
HSSMO Head of Ship Safety Management Office

ICOG International Co-operative Opportunity Group
IEC International Electrotechnical Commission
IEPG Independent European Programme Group
IS International Staff
ISO International Organization for Standardization
ITU International Telecommunications Union

LO Liaisons Officers

MAS Military Agency for Standardization
M&EP Materiel and Engineering Practices
MC Military Committee
MMRs Minimum Military Requirements
MNC Major NATO Commander
MOD Ministry of Defence
MOD (DPA) Ministry of Defence (Defence Procurement Agency)
MOU Memorandum of Understanding
MUAHAG Military Usage and Harmonization Advisory Group

NAAG NATO Army Armaments Group
NAC North Atlantic Council
NACC North Atlantic Co-operation Council
NAD National Armaments Director
NADREP National Armaments Directors' Representative
NAFAG NATO Air Force Armaments Group
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
NBC Nuclear Biological and Chemical
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NCS NATO Committee for Standardization
NES Naval Engineering Standard
NIAG NATO Industrial Advisory Group
NMST NATO Military Agency for Standardization
NNAG NATO Naval Armaments Group
NPOC National Point of Contact
NSC NATO Supply Classification or Naval Support Command
NSLB NATO Standardization Liaison Board
NSN NATO Stock Number
NSO National Standardization Officer

OCCAR Organization for Collaboration and Co-operation in
Armaments

ONS Office of NATO Standardization
OR Operational Requirements
ORMIS Operational Requirements Management Information System
OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

PAS Publicly Available Standards
PAOC Principle Administrative Officers Committee
POC Point Of Contact
PfP Partnership for Peace
PIRS Performance Indicator Reporting System
PME/EMP Permanent Military Expert/Expert Militaire Principal
PPA Programme Plan of Action
PPB Procurement Policy Board
PRG Policy Review Group
PSO Primary Standardization Office

QAP Quadripartite Advisory Publication
QC&JWC Quadripartite Combined and Joint Warfare Conference
OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
QSOP Quadripartite Standing Operating Procedures
QSTAG Quadripartite Standardization Agreement
QWG Quadripartite Working Group
QWG/ES Quadripartite Working Group/Engineering Standards
QWG/MATS Quadripartite Working Group/Material Acquisition and

Technical Support

R&T Research and Technology
RTB Research and Technology Board
RTO Research Technology Organization

SACEUR Supreme Allied Commander Europe
SACLANT Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic
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SAE Society of Automotive Engineers
SBAC Society of British Aerospace Companies
SNLC Senior NATO Logisticians' Conference
SNO Senior National Officer
SNR Senior National Representative
SO Standardization Objective
STANAG NATO Standardization Agreement
STANREP Standardization Representatives

TBT Technical Barriers to Trade
TEAL Tripartite Equipment and Logistics
TOR Terms Of Reference
TTCP The Technical Co-operation Program

UKJSTC UK Joint services Technology Committee
UKMILREP UK Military Representative

VCDS Vice Chief of the Defence Staff

WEAG Western European Armaments Group
WEAO Western European Armaments Organization
WEU Western European Union
WTO World Trade Organisation
WSO Washington Standardization Officers
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT

AND THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION

ON STANDARDS

The United Kingdom Government and the British Standards Institution (BSI) make the
following Memorandum of Understanding which records their joint commitment to enhance,
strengthen and maintain standards making in the United Kingdom and their intentions in this
regard.  This Memorandum recognizes that BSI is the national standards authority operating
under a consolidated Royal Charter and Bye-laws granted in 1981, as amended in 1989, 1992
and 1994, and confirms the status of British Standards as agreed national technical criteria
developed and used to serve the public interest.  It takes account of the status of British
Standards under the provisions of the Restrictive Trade Practices Act 1976 and also
recognizes that the formulation of British Standards and of the United Kingdom’s position on
European and international standards, through the BSI committee structure, depends on
voluntary participation.  It also takes into account the United Kingdom’s obligations under
European Community legislation, in particular with regard to competition law and to
Directive 83/189/EEC.  By established practice, standardization in certain specialized areas
(for example food and medicinal products) generally lies outside the British Standards system
and, where it does, it is outside the scope of this Memorandum.

This Memorandum of Understanding replaces the Memorandum of Understanding between
the United Kingdom Government and BSI made on 24 November 1982.  It also replaces the
Agreement made on 31 October 1984 between the then Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry and BSI.

Article 1

(Royal Charter)

The Government will use all appropriate means to support and foster the achievement by BSI
of the objects for which it was constituted by Royal Charter.  In particular, the Government
will take account of the benefit to the public interest of BSI’s standardization activities, and
provide annual funding taking account of the resources voluntarily contributed to BSI.
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Article 2

(BSI as UK member of ISO, CEN etc.)

i. The Government recognises BSI as the United Kingdom member of ISO (International
Organization for standardization) and CEN (European Committee for Standardization).
In the electrotechnical field, this recognition extends to the British Electrotechnical
Committee, which forms an integral part of BSI Standards, as the United Kingdom
member of IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) and CENELEC (European
Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization).

ii. The Government will support BSI’s efforts to achieve harmonization of relevant
standards through these international and European standards organizations, international
agreements and other arrangements in the interests of the United Kingdom’s industry and
trade.

 
iii. The Government will keep BSI informed of any intergovernmental discussions concerned

with standards or associated technical regulations, unless there are reasons of
confidentiality for not doing so.  It will invite BSI where appropriate to participate in such
discussions, especially those which may lead to intergovernmental agreements concerning
standards, and will fully take into account BSI’s views on the best means of
implementing such agreements.  This applies with particular regard to the European
Community and its programme for the elimination of technical barriers to trade.

Article 3

(BSI’s obligations under EC legislation)

i. Taking into account obligations arising from adopted directives of the European
Community, BSI will promote the development of European standards based as far as
possible upon wider international agreements and in a form suitable for reference in
directives under provisions of the Treaty of Rome.  In matters affecting existing or
proposed legislation of the United Kingdom or the European Community, BSI will seek
to ensure that the position taken by United Kingdom delegations in European standards
committees will be consistent with the view taken by the Government after its own
consultations and communicated to BSI from time to time.

ii. BSI will carry out the obligations which devolve to the national standards bodies under
Directive 83/189/EEC.
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Article 4

(BSI to take public interest into account)

i. BSI will in all its work on the preparation of national, European and international
standards take fully into account the public interest in standards; and in particular the
need for work on standards by BSI to be in accordance with priorities drawn up within its
Standards Board, Sector Board and Technical Committee structure, and of any revision
thereto.

BSI will use all reasonable endeavours to promote such priorities in European and
international standards organizations.

ii. BSI will facilitate the preparation of product standards for certification or to meet other
conformity assessment requirements.

BSI will ensure that provisions in British Standards do not discriminate between
conformity assessment bodies; and will use all reasonable efforts to ensure that there is no
such discrimination in European and international standards.

iii When the Government considers that progress on standards is not meeting market and
legislative needs in the European Community, BSI will take action as quickly as possible
to promote both awareness of the problem within the relevant European standards
organizations and the revision of the target dates for the standards work in question.  BSI
will notify the Government of any revised target dates.

iv. BSI will provide the Government with information about any of its standards or standards
activities when required to do so.

Article 5

(Standards required by Government)

i. BSI will also, in accordance with priorities agreed with the Government from time to
time, review and where appropriate revise existing British Standards and seek to ensure
that these and where appropriate new standards will be suitable for reference in
Government regulations as unambiguous statements of technical requirements.

ii. In developing new and revised standards, BSI will seek to ensure that such standards will
be suitable where appropriate for reference in public purchasing contracts.  BSI will place
especial emphasis on the suitability of such standards for certification or other conformity
assessment requirements arising from relevant European or international obligations.
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Article 5 (Continued)

iii. Where the Government needs to make reference to technical specifications and
requirements in regulations and other similar instruments, it will, where it considers
suitable British Standards are available and it is appropriate to do so, incorporate them by
reference.  Similarly, the Government will where appropriate seek to use relevant
standards for its purchasing needs rather than develop its own specifications.

iv. Where the Government considers that no existing standards are suitable for its purposes,
the Government and BSI will seek to agree a timetable for the development of the
necessary standards.  Where such a timetable has been agreed, the Government will
refrain from developing standards or purchasing specifications for these purposes, unless
in its view circumstances change, in which case it will consult BSI before so doing.  BSI
will amend or, if this is not feasible, withdraw or withhold publication of any British
Standard which may be in conflict with technical regulations.

v. BSI will give priority to requests for standards work which the Government considers to
be in the national interest.  Such priorities will be accorded in consultation with the BSI
Standards committee structure and in accordance with a mutually agreed timetable.
Provision for such work shall normally be made within the BSI system for resource
allocation.

Article 6

(BSI’s accounting for Government funding)

i. BSI will account periodically for the expenditure of any Government funding in
accordance with such conditions, including appropriate performance measures, as shall
from time to time be agreed.

ii. BSI will ensure that the Government funding provided for standards activities, undertaken
in the national interest, is kept entirely separate from the financing of its other activities.

Article 7

(Functioning of BSI committees)

i. In the preparation of British Standards, BSI will ensure that its committees adhere to the
guidance and recommendations of BS 0:1991 A standard for standards and any
subsequent amendment or revision thereof.  BSI will ensure that any amendments to this
standard do not prejudice the aims and objectives of this Memorandum.
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Article 7 (Continued)

ii. BSI will seek a fair and acceptable balance of all relevant interests in its work and
encourage their full participation in producing British Standards and in formulating the
UK position on proposed European and international standards which not only reflect
sound and modern technical practice but also take fully into account the commercial
needs of both manufacturers and users.

iii. The Government will seek to ensure that its representatives participate fully in activities
at every level of BSI’s Standards Board, Sector Board and Technical Committee structure
and of any revision thereto.  In particular, they will make such contributions to the
technical, commercial and legislative aspects of standards wok as are necessary and
appropriate, drawing upon the resources and expertise within Government to do so.  In
addition, the Government representatives on BSI Technical Committees will, before a
draft British Standard is issued for public consultation and at final approval stage, say
whether and to what extent it is likely to be acceptable to their Departments for regulatory
or purchasing purposes.

iv. The principles governing the participation of Government representatives in BSI
standards committees are set out in the Guidelines for Government Representatives on
Standards Committees issued from time to time by the Department of Trade and Industry.
These guidelines will be reviewed by the Government from time to time in consultation
with BSI to ensure that practical participation in BSI’s work by Government
representatives fully reflect the aims and objectives of this Memorandum.

Article 8

(Encouraging industry participation)

i. The Government and BSI will encourage fuller participation by all concerned, especially
industry and public purchasing authorities, in the preparation of British, European and
international standards; and compliance of public purchasing authorities with such
standards where appropriate in their purchasing decisions, quality assurance requirements
and operational procedures.  The Government and BSI will support and encourage any
understanding between BSI and other major standards users and other initiatives to
support standards work in the national interest, which may flow from this Memorandum.

ii. Both BSI and the Government will exert all reasonable efforts to promote understanding
and awareness of standards and their uses through educational, training and promotional
activities.  Furthermore, BSI and the Government will seek to strengthen national
information services on technical regulations, national, European and international
standards and on associated certification and conformity assessment schemes.
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Article 9

(Duration of MOU)

This Memorandum comes into effect on the date of signing and remains in being unless
amended by agreement or terminated by either party following consultation with the other.

Ian Taylor MP
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Science and Technology
(on behalf of the United Kingdom Government)

Vivian E Thomas OBE
Chairman of the Board
(on behalf of the British Standards Institution)

27 July 1995



ANNEX D: NATO High Level Committees and Their Relationships with CNAD
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ANNEX E: NATO Standardization Organization
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ANNEX F: Organization of NATO - Armaments Committees
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Tripartite Equipment And Logistics
 Heads of Delegations (TEAL HODs) 

Senior National Officers (SNOs)

National Standardization Officer
(NSOs)

Standardization Representatives
(STANREPS)

Liaisons Officers

Quadripartite Working Group
          (QWG) Members

ABCA
ARMIES

TEAL HODs

Washington
Standardization Officers

Primary
 Standardization Officers

QWG Standing Committee

QWG

Program Direction

Day to Day Management

Direct Liaison

ANNEX G:  ABCA Armies Organization
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SERIAL QUADRIPARTITE WORKING GROUP SYMBOL MOD SPONSOR

1 Air Defence Artillery AD/Arty HQ DRA

2 Army Operational Research AOR AD/Ac(Land)2

3 Aviation Avn TD/RMLO

4 Communications and Information Systems CIS DGD&D

5 Doctrine, Command and Staff Procedures DC&SP DGD&D
Command
Support/LW1

6 Engineers Engr LS(OR)5C

7 Electronic Warfare EW SIGS 34A

8 Health Service Support HSS MECCA

9 Intelligence Int IDW

10 Logistics Log QMG 3

11 Maneuver Man DGD&D/LW2
HQ D Inf/HQ DRAC

12 Materiel Acquisition - Technical Support MATS AD/Stan

13 Nuclear, Biological & Chemical Defence NBCD LS(OR)4

14 Surface-To-Surface Artillery SS Arty HQ DRA

NOTE:

Directorate General of Development and Doctrine [DGD&D], Upavon is the UK National
Office.
 
The UK SNO (Director Land Warfare - DLW ) and NSO can be contacted at DGD&D

ANNEX H:  ABCA Armies - Quadripartite Working Groups (QWG’s)
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ANNEX J:  ABCA Armies Standardization Process

PSO & WSO

Output Armies

Armies’ Approval

QWGs

Standardization
Task

Armies
(SNO/NSO)
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Coalition
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Bilateral
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ABCA
Exercises

Lessons
Learned
Centres

PSO
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EU
Republic

of Ireland [1,6]

Austria [1,4,6]
Sweden [1,4,6]
Finland [1,4,6]

Belgium
Denmark [1]

France
Germany
Greece

Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands

Portugal
Spain

United Kingdom

USA
Canada

NATO & WEU

Norway [2]
Turkey [2]

Iceland [2]

Bulgaria [3]
Czech Republic [3]

Estonia [3]
Hungary [3]
Latvia [3]

Lithuania [3]
Poland [3]

Romania [3]
Slovakia [3]

Albania
Armenia

Azerbaijan
Belarus

          Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Gorgia

Kazakhstan
Kirghizia
Moldova
Russia

Slovenia
Turkmenistan

Ukraine
Uzbekistan

Malta [4]

Tajikistan

Bosnia-Herzegovina
Croatia
Cyprus

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia [5]
Holy See
Monaco

San Marino
Switzerland

OSCE

PfP

WEU

NACC

WEAG

NOTES:

1.   Observer in the WEU.

2.   Associate Member of the WEU.

3.   Associate Partener in the WEU.

4.   Members of PfP may attend NACC Meetings as Observers.

5.   Membership suspended.

6.   Associate Member of WEAG.

ANNEX K: Membership of International Organizations



ANNEX L:  Western European Armaments Group (WEAG) Outline Organization.
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ANNEX M:  The Organization for Collaboration and Co-operation in Armaments (OCCAR)
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European Committee
for

Standardization
(CEN)

European Committee
for Electrotechnical

Standardization
(CENELEC)

European
Telecommunications
Standards Institute

(ETSI)

British Standards
Institution

(BSI)

International
Telecommunications

Union
(ITU)

International
Organization for

Standards
(ISO)

International
Electrotechnical

Commision
(IEC)

Directorate of
Standardization

(DSTAN)

        ABCA Quadripartite
 Standardization Programmes
 AUSCANNZUKUS
 NAVAL C3 ORG - NAVY     
 ABCA ARMIES - ARMY
 ASCC - AIR     

NATO
Military Agency

for Standardization
(MAS)

Defence
Staff

ABCA Quadripartite
Working Group Materiels

(ABCA/QWG MATS)

MOD (PE)
Business Units

Services
(Army, Navy & RAF)Central Staffs

Sponsors

DERA

ANNEX N:  Standards Producing Bodies



Reporting Chain

North Atlantic
Council
(NAC)

Conference  of
National Armaments

Directors
(CNAD)

NATO Armament Directors
Representatives

(NADREPS)

Military Agency for
Standardization

(MAS)

Directorate of
Defence Systems

Requirements
(D Def Sys)

NATO Military
Standardization and
Terminology Team

(NMST)

Military Committee
(MC)

NATO Committee
for Standardization

(AC/321)

NATO Standardization
Liaison Board

(NSLB)

Defence Materiel
Standardization

Committee
(DMSC)

Directorate
of 

Standardization
(D Stan)

Liaison/Membership Link

CNAD Committee’s
(AC/301)

Office of NATO
Standardization

(ONS)

Directorate of Procurement
Policy
(DPP)

CNAD Committee’s
(AC/301)

ANNEX P: UK MOD Standardization Links with NATO
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*PPB
Procurement Policy Board

(Chaired by the Chief of Defence Procurement (CDP))

*DCDP (Support)
Deputy Chief of Defence

Procurement Support

*DGTS/POB
Directorate General of Technical Services/

President of the Ordnance Board

DStan
Director of Standardization

(Director Safety (Policy)/Vice President
(Safety and Support) Ordnance Board)

Chairman DMSC

DMSC
Defence Materiel

Standardization Committee

DEPCO
Defence Electronic Parts

Committee

DMSDMC
Defence Materiel Standards

Development and
Management Committee

Standards Programme Managers.
SP Managers in DStan work with
committees and individual sponsors to
develop/maintain Defence Standards in
broad technology areas . (See Annex R)

Working Groups
as necessary

* With the formation of the DPA and DLO, the original reporting chain to the DPP no longer
exists and in the interim period the DMSC will report directly to CDP and CDL.

ANNEX Q: The Defence Materiel Standardization Committee (DMSC) Structure



ANNEX R: Directorate of Standardization - Standards Programme Managers (SPMs) Broad Technology Areas
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D Stan
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D Stan
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D Stan
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D Stan
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D Stan
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D Stan
SPM 4

D Stan
SPM 1

Gases, Gas
Containers and
Fittings
Vechicular
Standards

Integrated Logistic
Support

Human Factors

Corrosion
Protection

Metallurgical
Specifications
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Hand Tools

Secretary to
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NATO AC/301
(SG/B) ADWG Vehicles
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Internal Combustion
Engines

Hoses and Associated
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Paints and Paint
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and Clothing

Avionics Systems

Batteries

Cables

Electrical Safety

Fibre Optics

Instruments

Power Supply
Systems

Programme
Languages

Safety Critical
Software

Secretary to DEPCO

Chemicals

Explosive Chemicals

Chemical Defence

Packaging

Desiccant
Applications

Bar Coding

Quality
Procedures

General
Engineering

Fire Fighting
Equipment

Drawing
Procedures

00-00 Series

JTRC

Joint Ammunition
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Packaging
Reliability and
Maintainability

Ammunition

Weapons

Connectors

Lighting
Fixtures
and Lamps

EMC



ANNEX S: Directorate of Standardization Organization

Hd Stan SPM
  Technology areas.
  Management of the Defence Standards
  Portfolio. See Annex L. Preparation of Def Stans
  through committees and sponsors.
  Secretary DMSDMC and DEPCO.

Hd Stan CSD
  Corporate Systems Development - STANMIS, DStan
  Internet site, IT support, Quality Management System,
  Procedures, Monitoring effectiveness.

Hd Stan BM&D
  Business Management and Development.
  Help desk for standards enquiries or orders.
  Standards printing and distribution.
  Administration and Finance.

DStan

AD Stan

Head Standardization
Policy

Head Standardization
         Operations

Hd Stan  Pol
  Standardization Policy.
  DMSC Secretary

  Liaison with BSI/DTI;
  co-ordination of MOD
  representation on BSI
  committees.

     Head International
Military Standardization

Hd Stan NATO
  International Military
  Defence Standardization
  Matters - NATO/ABCA
  STANAG Ratification

Hd Stan C&T
  Communications, Training
  and Seminars. SID News.
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Selection of Standards for Defence Procurement

T.1 In compliance with Command 8621 Standards, Quality and International Competitiveness
and the joint MOU between the UK Government and BSI (see ANNEX C), it is UK
Government policy for all public bodies and departments to make maximum use of British
Standards and to support BSI in the preparation of such standards.  It is therefore incumbent
on authorities within MOD to pursue this policy by, whenever possible, making greater use of
British Standards (and other civil and military standards) and simultaneously, progressively
reducing the use of Departmental Standards and Specifications.

T.2  Command 8621 also states:

The Government’s objective is not to promote British Standards regardless of their
quality but to encourage reliance on standards which hold sway in world markets.  This
may mean that a larger number of British Standards should be derived from foreign or
international standards.  This would be consistent with the United Kingdom’s
international obligations to use internationally recognized standards wherever possible
and with the United Kingdom’s commitment to harmonizing standards within the
European Community in support of the programme for the elimination of technical
barriers to trade under Article 100 of the ‘Treaty of Rome’ [Para 1.7].

T.3  With UK membership of the EU, cognisance must also be taken of the guidance on the
application of standards in contracts, as given in Article 8, Clauses 2 and 5, of the Council
Directive 93/36/EEC of 14 June 1993 Co-ordinating Procedures for the Award of Public
Supply Contracts.

Clause 2.  ........technical specifications ........ shall be defined by the contracting authorities by
reference to National Standards implementing European Standards, ........ or by reference to
common technical specifications.

NOTE 1:  Common technical specification means a technical specification laid down in
accordance with a procedure recognized by the Member States to ensure uniform application
in all Member States which has been published in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

NOTE 2:  European Standard means a standard approved by the European Committee for
Standardization (CEN) or by the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
(CENELEC) as European Standards (EN) or Harmonization Documents (HD) according to
the Common Rules of these organizations.

Clause 5.  In the absence of European Standards, ........ or common technical specifications,
the technical specifications:  ...........[c] may be defined by reference to other documents.  In
this case, it is appropriate to make reference in order of preference to:
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T-2

T.3 (Continued)
 

(i) National Standards implementing International Standards accepted by the
country of the contracting authority

 
(ii) other National Standards ........ of the country of the contracting authority any

other standard.

T.4  On the case by case basis there are permitted derogations to some of the conditions given
in T.3.  This is illustrated by Article 223 of the Treaty of Rome (1955) which concerns itself
with product information which member nations can protect in the essential interests of
national security.  Such products are identified in Associated Lists of exempt warlike product
categories, further details of which may be obtained from the Assistant Director of
Commercial Policy 2 (AD of C Pol C2).

Any requirement deemed not to fall within these provisions and above defined financial
thresholds will come under the Council Directive 93/36/EEC as described in T.3.

T.5  In considering the intentions of Command 8621 (see T.1 and T.2) and the Council
Directive 93/36/EEC (see T.3) it is seen that Command 8621 stresses the UK commitment to
harmonizing standards within the European Union and the Directive 93/36/EEC preference to
national standards implementing European Standards.  THESE INTENTIONS ARE
COMPATIBLE.

T.6  The UK also has obligations under the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) which came into force on 1 January 1995.  This Agreement
on Government Procurement at Article VI Clause 2 states:

Technical specifications prescribed by procuring entities shall, where appropriate:

(a) be in terms of performance rather than design or descriptive characteristics;
and

(b) be based on International Standards, where such exist; otherwise on ........
recognized National Standards ........

NOTE 1:  The term International Standard has not been defined in the WTO Agreement and
is currently [1999] the subject of discussion at an international level.

However, Article 1, Clause 1.4 of the Agreement states:

Purchasing specifications prepared by government bodies for production or
consumption requirements of the governmental bodies are not subject to the provisions
of this Agreement, but are to be addressed in the Agreements on Government
Procurement, according to its coverage.
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T.6 (Continued)

Therefore, because the WTO/TBT is not applicable to public procurement, it does not apply to
MOD.

T.7  NATO policy for standardization as recorded in NATO AAP-3 - Procedures for the
Development, Presentation, Production and Updating of NATO Standardization Agreements
(STANAGs) and Allied Publications (APs) states:

(a) NATO Standards are to be used when appropriate.  NATO Standards will only
be developed when the requirements are not covered by existing international civil or
military standards.  Commercially available standards may only be used when NATO
or recognized international civil standards are not available.  Adoption of existing
civil standards should be reflected in NATO Standardization Agreements.
 
(b) Applicable civil standards agreed by recognized international or regional
standardization bodies shall be adopted for use within NATO, preferably without
modifications, unless there are compelling reasons not to do so.
 
(c) The following general order of precedence shall be applied when selecting civil
standards for purposes of NATO standardization:

(i) International standards produced by ISO, IEC, ITU [or any Publicly
Available Specifications (PAS) adopted for NATO use?]

 
(ii) Regional (international) standards for instance European Standards (EN)

or European Telecommunications Standards (ETS).
 
(iii) National standards.
 
(iv) Commercial publicly available standards.

(d) Civil standard, Commercial and Government Off-the-Shelf equipment and
products (COTS and GOTS) may be used provided that an appropriate NATO
authority has reviewed them and has recommended adoption for NATO use on the
basis of their maturity, cost-effectiveness, security aspects and product availability .
Adoption of any such equipment/materiel or software standards by NATO should be
effected through cover sheet STANAGs as for civil standards.

T.8  To conform to the requirements of the documents considered under UK Government and
EU Legislation T.5 and NATO policy (T.7), the order of preference or hierarchy for the
selection of standards in UK Defence Procurement shall be in accordance with the priority
given below:
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T.8 (Continued)

(a) Regional - (British Standards implementing European Standards or common
 technical specifications);
 
(b) International - (British Standards implementing international standards);
 
(c) National - (Other British Standards);
 
(d) STANAGs and QSTAGs;
 
(e) UK MOD Defence Standards;
 
(f) UK MOD Departmental Standards and Specifications;
 
(g) other nations military standards;
 
(h) recognized industry/partnership/consortium standards.

T.9  The practical application of this hierarchy is shown in Clause 26 and TABLE D.
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Defence Standard Number:  00-00 Part 1 Issue 3 INTERIM
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The above Defence Standard has been published as an INTERIM Standard and is provisional because
it has not been agreed by all authorities concerned with its use.  It shall be applied to obtain
information and experience on its application which will then permit the submission of observations
and comments from users.

The purpose of this form therefore is to solicit any beneficial and constructive comment that will
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No acknowledgement to comments received will normally be issued.
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  YES  NO If  “yes” state under section 3:
a.   the clause number(s) and wording;
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2.  Is the Defence Standard restrictive:

         YES            NO           If "yes" in what way, state under section 3.

3.  Comments, general or any requirement considered too rigid:
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Copying Only as Agreed with DStan

Defence Standards are Published by and Obtainable from:

Defence Procurement Agency
An Executive Agency of The Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Standardization
Kentigern House
65 Brown Street

GLASGOW  G2 8EX

DStan Helpdesk

Tel  0141 224 2531/2
 Fax   0141 224 2503

    Internet E-mail   enquiries@dstan.mod.uk

File Reference

The DStan file reference relating to work on this Standard is D/DStan/21/1/1.

Contract Requirements

When Defence Standards are incorporated into contracts users are responsible for their correct
application and for complying with contractual and statutory requirements.  Compliance with
a Defence Standard does not in itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

Revision of Defence Standards

Defence Standards are revised as necessary by either amendment or up issue. It is important
that users of Defence Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest
amendment or issue.  Information on all Defence Standards is contained in Def Stan 00-00,
Part 3, Section 4, Standards for Defence, Index of Standards for Defence Procurement, “Index
of Defence Standards” published annually and supplemented regularly by Standards in
Defence News (SID News). Any person who, when making use of a Defence Standard
encounters an inaccuracy or ambiguity is requested to notify the Directorate of
Standardization (DStan) without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and
appropriate action taken.
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