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service giving on-line access to a large collection of 
international and UK-national macro time-series data, such as 
IMF, OECD and similar data. Equally, the CCSR will work 
to provide data enhancements to a number of heavily used 
government surveys, as well as organising a number of 
specialist training events and user support activities relating 
to these data. 

The UKDA will continue to host a specialist unit for the 
support of qualitative data (Qualidata) which will place an 
emphasis on the creation of enhanced, on-line qualitative data 
resources within the new Service. The UKDA will also work 
with the UKLSC (also based at Essex, within the ISER), to 
both develop and provide a number of data enhancements 
that will facilitate the use of existing longitudinal data 
A new socio-economic service is introduced in this edition
of Focus on MIMAS by Professor Kevin Schürer of the
UK Data Archive. Justin Hayes writes about how the new
census registration system is operating - and we note some
publications featuring MIMAS staff. The British Library
Public Catalogue was loaded onto COPAC in June,
bringing the number of records on COPAC to over 20
million, JSTOR announces its new 'Links to Recent
Content' feature, and we have a report on the MIMAS
Open Forum, in greater detail in the online edition of Focus
at http://www.mimas.ac.uk/focus/ . We look forward to next
year's Open Forum, provisionally on Wednesday 2 July 2003.
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ew UK social science data service 
o be launched! 
rofessor Kevin Schürer, UK Data Archive 
e are pleased to announce that the ESRC and JISC are to 

ointly-fund a new Data Archiving and Dissemination 
ervice, provisionally to be known as DADS. 

his new service will come into operation in January 2003 
nd has secured initial funding for five years. The Service 
ill be run as a joint venture between the UKDA and both 
IMAS and the Cathie Marsh Centre for Census and Survey 
esearch (CCSR) at the University of Manchester. The new 

oint Service between Essex and Manchester will effectively 
evelop and replace the existing archiving and social science 
ata dissemination services currently offered by the UKDA 
nd MIMAS – with the exception of the Census services. 

 key feature of the new Service will be the development and 
aintenance of a more integrated approach to data archiving 

nd dissemination, establishing a strategic vision that 
roduces greater interoperability and synergy between the 
aried ESRC and JISC portfolio of social science data and 
nformation resources.  In line with this policy, early goals 
or the new Service will be to create a ‘one-stop-shop’ 
uthenticated registration and data access system, together 
ith a social science data ‘Universal Portal’. 

oth will aim to provide more seamless and easier access to a 
ange of disparate resources. 

ithin the new Service the UKDA will generally continue to 
perate its central role in the acquisition, preservation, 
issemination and promotion of social science data. This will 
e further augmented by MIMAS providing a new specialist 

collections. The overall management and co-ordination of the 
new Service will take place through the UKDA. 

More details of this exciting new Service will be issued over 
the coming months. The joint Essex-Manchester team are 
currently working on planning the structure and operational 
mechanisms for the new Service, and further news about the 
transition from the existing set of arrangements will be 
released as soon as possible. We envisage that any disruption 
to the user community will be minimal. The joint team are 
convinced that the gains to the end user from this new 
integrated Service will be significant and that it provides the 
opportunity to build a world-class resource for the social 
sciences. 

 

MIMAS Open Forum 
A report on this year's MIMAS Open Forum (attended by 130 
people) can be found in the online edition of Focus on 
MIMAS. The hottest news on that day was that MIMAS had 
been successful in its bid to be part of the new jointly funded 
social science data service, described here by Professor Kevin 
Schürer, Director of the UK Data Archive at the University of 
Essex.  
Guest speakers at the Open Forum, David Prescod (NLN 
Materials Development) and Murray Weston (BUFVC), 
enthusiastically demonstrated that the UK academic 
community has potentially great resources for teaching and 
learning in development and in archives. Julia Chruszcz and 
Ross MacIntyre described the changes, challenges and 
champagne moments facing MIMAS over the last year. Our 
regular bibliographic update in the afternoon was very 
popular as was the workshop on learning and teaching 
materials for Census, OS data and International Time Series.  

 www.mimas.ac.uk  
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COPAC: free access 
union catalogue 
Shirley Cousins 
COPAC is a union catalogue 
giving free access to the merged catalogues of 22 of the 
largest university research libraries in the UK and Ireland 
plus the British Library. 

The British Library Public Catalogue was loaded onto 
COPAC in June. It gives access to details of reference 
materials held in the London Reading Rooms, as well as 
materials held at the Document Supply Centre at Boston Spa. 
The addition of the British Library catalogue brought the 
number of records on COPAC to over 20 million. 

The COPAC database covers all subject areas and holds 
details of materials dating from c.1100 to the most recent 
research reports etc. A wide range of materials is included, 
eg. research reports, books, journal titles, printed and 
recorded music, videos, and maps. Increasing numbers of 
records include a link to the document text where this is made 
available online by another service. Records can be freely 
downloaded in a format suitable for inclusion in reference 
management software such as Pro-Cite or EndNote. 

Real-time document availability information is provided for 
many of the contributing libraries. This means you can check 
the Local Holdings display for details such as the location of 
a document, what volumes of a journal are available, and 
whether the item you need is currently on loan. Most 
recently, real-time availability information has been made 
available for the University of Southampton Library and the 
University of Manchester Library. 

You can access COPAC using the web interface at: 
http://copac.ac.uk/ 

A new version of the interface is due for release in Autumn 
2002. This will offer a range of enhancements, such as the 
ability to initiate a new search from within a record display, 
plus a wider range of record download options. 

You can also access COPAC using the Text interface:  

telnet copac.ac.uk 

The username and password are both copac. 

If you have a Z39.50 origin such as EndNote then you can 
access COPAC through this route. EndNote and Reference 
Manager connection files for COPAC can be downloaded 
from:  

http://copac.ac.uk/faq.html#import 

For more information about COPAC, or for help in using the 
service, contact the COPAC Helpdesk:  

email copac@mimas.ac.uk. 

International Focus on MIMAS 
Ross MacIntyre 
MIMAS staff have had a number of peer-reviewed papers 
accepted for international conferences and been included in 
two books just published. The conference papers cover work 
done on MIMAS Metadata creation and zetoc. 

1. Exposing Cross-Domain Resources for Researchers and 
Learners by Ann Apps, Ross MacIntyre and Leigh Morris. 
To be presented by Ann at the International Conference on 
Dublin Core and Metadata Applications 2002 (DC-2002: 
Metadata for e-Communities: Supporting Diversity and 
Convergence), Convito della Calza, Florence, Italy, 13-17 
October 2002.  

Ann Apps will be attending the conference also because she 
is chair of the DCMI Citation Working Group and of the 
DCMI Type Working Group, and hence on the DCMI 
Advisory Board.  

2. Open wide: using open standards in academic web 
services by Ross MacIntyre, Ann Apps and Leigh Morris. To 
be presented by Ross at the ICCC/IFIP Sixth Conference on 
Electronic Publishing, Czech Republic, 6-8 November 2002.  

3. Prototyping Digital Library Technologies in zetoc by Ann 
Apps and Ross MacIntyre. Accepted for publication in 
Lecture Notes in Computer Science (Springer-Verlag). To be 
presented by Ross at ECDL2002 - the Sixth European 
Conference on Research and Advanced Technology for 
Digital Libraries, Rome, Italy, 16-18 September 2002. 

These papers may be read from 
http://epub.mimas.ac.uk/papers/ 

 

MIMAS in print 
1. E-Serials Calatoguing: Access to Continuing and 
Integrating Resources via the Catalog and the Web. The 
Haworth Information Press, 2002. ISBN 0-7890-1710-5. 
Includes a report "NESLI MARC Records: An Experiment in 
Creating MARC Records for E-Journals" by Ross MacIntyre. 

2. Electronic Journals and User Behaviour: Learning for the 
future from the SuperJournal Project by David Pullinger and 
Christine Baldwin. Deedot press, Cambridge, 2002. ISBN 0-
9542924-0-5. 

All the technical development of the SuperJournal project 
was done at Manchester Computing and several staff are 
mentioned as well as the work being described. MIMAS still 
hosts the website http://www.superjournal.ac.uk/sj/ - now 
the 'website of the book'.  

3. Libraries Without Walls 4 - the delivery of library services 
to distant users. Editors: Brophy, P., Fisher, S., Clarke, Z. 
Facet Publishing, London, 2002. ISBN 1-85604-436-X. 
Includes a paper "Working with the British Library - the 
zetoc experience" by Ross MacIntyre and Ann Apps.  
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Census Data in Print 
It' not only Ross's team that's getting into print. A new book 
entitled The Census Data System, edited by Philip Rees, 
David Martin and Paul Williamson (Wiley, 2002, ISBN: 0-
470-84688-7) includes contributions from former and current 
MIMAS staff: Keith Cole, James Harris, Justin Hayes and 
Jackie Carter.  

This is a complete resource package for understanding the 
administration, processing, correction, dissemination and use 
of Census data. The book gives its readers a head start in 
understanding and exploiting the uniquely valuable 
information to be published from the 2001 UK Census.   

A unique feature of The Census Data System is the provision 
of a CD-ROM that includes data and software to support 
research, including a full set of 1971-81-91 UK Census data 
reaggregated to a consistent 1981 ward geography. 

http://census.ac.uk/censusdatasystem/ 

 

Athens Authentication for Census Users 
Justin Hayes, Census Dissemination Unit 
The system used to register and authenticate users of the 
MIMAS Census Dissemination Unit census data services is 
changing in order to take advantage of recent developments 
in legislation relating to access to government data, and the 
benefits of the Athens Access Management System. These 
include: 

A simple online registration procedure that can be completed 
within minutes.  

Full access to all services provided by the MIMAS Census 
Dissemination Unit and other Census Data Support Units 
(DSUs).  

Athens Single Sign On (SSO) allowing users access to all 
Athens services for which they are registered (not just census 
services) following an initial authentication. This means that 
there will be no need for any further authentication when 
accessing other Athens services or websites within the same 
browser session.  

The use of Athens Access Management, which is becoming 
the standard system for online authentication within the UK 
academic sector. Athens accounts are available to all 
members of UK Higher and Further Education institutions. 
Many institutions are now providing Athens accounts for all 
of their members as they join.  

The initial phase of the transition of MIMAS Census 
Dissemination Unit (CDU) services to Athens authentication 
covers Casweb and many of the dataset file downloads 
available from our webpages. It is anticipated that the 
transition will be completed by the end of 2002. 

For up-to-date information, see the CDU's Registration page 
http://census.ac.uk/cdu/registration/ 

Archives Hub 
Amanda Hill 
The Archives Hub provides free access 
to information about the raw material of history.  The website 
carries descriptions of over 9,000 archives held in universities 
throughout the UK.  These can be searched by subject, by 
place, by person or by keyword at 
http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/. The archives described on 
the Hub include the papers of scientists, prime ministers, 
protest movements and artists.  Anyone with an interest in 
history will find the site an intriguing one to browse and 
historical researchers will find the service a great help in 
locating relevant material. 

Look out for our ‘Collection of the Month’ feature, which in 
September will be focusing on the collections of the 
Women’s Library, to tie in with their major exhibition, ‘Dirty 
Linen’.  October’s theme will link up with ‘The Big Draw’, a 
nationwide campaign to explore and promote drawing. In 
November there will be an opportunity to win book tokens by 

filling in the Hub’s feedback form. 

 

JSTOR 
Alison Murphy 

Links to Recent Content 
In May JSTOR announced the addition 

of a new feature to the JSTOR Archive which facilitates 
access to the complete run of select journals. In addition to 
the full text available in the JSTOR archive, users are now 
able to search and browse the title, author, and abstract for 
articles in more recent issues. For these titles, direct links to 
the full text articles available at other online resources are 
provided. To access the full text of these articles, users must 
have a subscription to the other resource, either through their 
library or individually. JSTOR's first efforts in this project are 
with select journals from Project MUSE(r) 
(http://muse.jhu.edu), an online collection of 200 scholarly 
journals in the arts, humanities, and social sciences from 26 
presses. This functionality will be expanded to include titles 
available from other online resources and publishers in the 
future. Further information is available on the JSTOR web 
site at http://uk.jstor.org/about/recent-issues.html.   

Resources Offering Links to JSTOR Articles 
JSTOR continues in its efforts to make access to the JSTOR 
archive as convenient as possible. As part of this ongoing 
work, they have now implemented article-level linking into 
JSTOR from OCLC FirstSearch and Cambridge Scientific 
Abstracts (CSA).   

JSTOR participants will need to contact these resource 
providers directly to establish links from their databases to 
the JSTOR archive. Further information can be obtained from 
JSTOR (email: jstor@mimas.ac.uk)   
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Where applicable, screen shot(s) are reprinted by permission from Microsoft Corporation or the owner of the software. 

 

CrossFire 
A new version of the MDL 
CrossFire Commander client 
software has been released and is 
available from http://www.mimas.ac.uk/crossfire/. New 
features include the ability to search across both the 
CrossFire Beilstein and CrossFire Gmelin databases in one 
operation, and a greatly enhanced facility to export search 
results in a wide variety of formats. 

The LitLink service for CrossFire is now in place. This 
service links citation hyperlinks in CrossFire to online full-
text journal articles where these are available.  

Staff News 
Adrian Stevenson has joined us for three months to assist 
with making the MIMAS web site compliant with 
accessibility guidelines. Colin Worden will be with us until 
the end of the year assisting with registration, service 
transition tasks, and helpdesk duties. 

MIMAS Courses 
Courses will be held this Autumn in Manchester and in 
London at King's College London. 

Manchester 
11 October 2002, Using and Mapping Census Data  
30 October 2002, CrossFire 
31 October 2002, MIMAS Bibliographic Data, 
27 January 2003, Using and Mapping Census Data 

London  
6 November 2002, CrossFire,  
13 November 2002, Using and Mapping Census Data,  
20 November 2002, MIMAS Bibliographic Data  

Landmap Data  
On 6 August at 14:55:35, a user from Cambridge University's 
Department of Geography downloaded the 100th Gigabyte of 
Landmap data since records began. Though there is no 
significance to 100 Gig, it is a nice round number to report. 
All the download data was compressed and zipped so in total 
the actual size would be more around three times this 
number. This data download figure includes all data 
downloaded from the Landmap website since November 
2001 when we instituted the logging system.  

Significant increases in usage have been seen since May 
when licences were issued - the number of sessions rising 
from below 200 to nearly 500. Raw unprocessed data 
(Infoterra data) accounts for 3.3% of the total downloaded 
data, averaged over the last 8 months.  

Athens Single Sign On  
With the Athens Single Sign On (AthensSSO) service, the 
user will NOT be prompted for their Athens username and 
password when they access a second AthensSSO-
authenticated service in the same browser session. At 
MIMAS, Athens Single Sign On is now in use for:  

Census: Casweb  
CrossFire: Registration, Autonom download and 
FirePower,  
Spatial data: Infoterra and Landmap,  
Macro-economic Time Series: Timeweb 
ISI Web of Science and related ISI services  
zetoc 

A list of those Athens authenticated services now using the 
SSO is at http://www.athensams.net/dsp/resources_sso.htm. 

 

ISI Web of Science 
Over Summer, additional hardware has been added to support 
the ISI Web of Science Service. The extra capacity has been 
introduced to provide 1,200 concurrent users and to improve 
response at peak times, particularly during the Autumn term. 
All installation and configuration work has now been 
completed and the additional capacity will be available from 
the start of September. The performance of the service, the 
new kit especially, will be closely monitored. 

 

STOP PRESS: 
NESLI Transition web site and help desk 
Sean Dunne 
It has just been announced that MIMAS will be maintaining 
the NESLI Transition web site and providing e-journal 
helpdesk facilities on behalf of JISC for a year from 1st 
October 2002.  

The current JISC contract with the NESLI Managing Agent 
(a consortium of Swets Blackwell and MIMAS) comes to an 
end at the end of September 2002 and JISC is negotiating e-
journal offers directly with publishers on behalf of the UK 
HE and FE community for the 2003 subscription year 
onwards. 

MIMAS has taken all reasonable care to ensure that the information is accurate but accepts no responsibility for the consequences of error or for any loss or damage 
suffered by users of any of the information and material contained. 
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