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Abstract

Social groups lead to the emergence of differenbjestive territorialities, based on
heterogeneous territorial representations andnaltere ways of enjoying and relating in these
multi-nodal spaces. The activities evolve side iolg svith people’s aspirations in a context of
the vastness of possible universes, mediated byodogy networks and social structures. As a
result the dynamics in the constructed space, lamddtivities, both associate with new forms
of ownership and social urban living, which are regsed in various forms of territorial
representation. Here, the forms of symbolic repredmn of the everyday spaces of higher
education students assume particular relevancee sirey function as indicative references of
their origins, affinities and sociabilities, in estimony to matrixes of the social and symbolic
relations that are relevant to and indicative dirtidaily participation. In this paper, we will
present and discuss some symbolic representati@saoe as disclosed by a group of students
from a higher education institution in Porto, Pgeth The aim is to present a theoretical and
methodological framework of social representatitret explains the routes, social networks,
spaces of belonging and sociability that are kegicetors of youth reinterpretation and

enhancers of civic participation strategies ofghlents in the city and the reference space.
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1. A framework

Today, | again opened the window where | always,lead wrote: here is the aquatic immobility of my
country, the oceanic abyss with a smell of citeedrieam about. | am filled with the will to remdiare,
forever, at the window, or to go with the tides areder come back...
Al Berto

Alongside ‘Al Berto’s tides’, there is a will forédedom, a will of choice, a will of change. At
least since Lefebvre the debate on the right tocttyehas been part of the discussions about
urban living and routines of everyday urban lifehe$e questions have been somewhat
disregarded, however, as they appear to be embeddeday’s urban lifestyles. We believe
that despite the choice in terms of uses of thg am old question arises; that of the modern
uses of the city by university students: “In hisdst on Paris and the Parisian Region, Chombart
de Lauwe notes that “an urban quarter is not detexinonly by geographic and economic
factors, but by the representation that its infzattg and those of other quarters have of it”; and
he presents in the same work — to show “the nareswrof the real Paris in which each
individual lives... geographically a setting whaadius is extremely small’ — the planning of
all the journeys made in a year by a female stufient the 18 arrondissement: these journeys
form a very small triangle, without durations, wadsree apexes are the Ecole des Sciences
Politiques, the residence of the young woman, &atldf her piano teacher. There is no doubt
that such diagrams, examples of a modern poetrtdampf inciting sharp affective reaction —
in this case indignation that it's possible to litv&at way — or even Burgess’s theory about
Chicago, of the distribution of social activitiesdefined concentric belts, will help to advance
dérive” (Débord in McDonough, 2009: 78-79).

Western societies today, their cities and urbarcespaare strongly shaped by consumption.
From the visual stimuli to the apparatus, simula@yBaudrillard, 2007) and specific places,
urban space is mutated by the presence of consamafipeals and ‘institutions’. The urban
space is therefore transformed both by the preseheisual elements that become part of the
urban landscape and by a set of recreational ameneocial spaces which, through fashion and
novelty, inscribe new routes and create spacespases where to be in, as landmarks of
identity. Metropolises evolve, too, amplifying anestructuring themselves, “forming a new
city, more broad, heterogeneous and multi-polatigetdrques & Silva, 2010:2).

But the world is still “aparticular world, known in a particular way that makes it gibke to
achieve life-projects. The important point heréhat this is based upon the pre-personal project
of the body as being-in-the-world. That is, theiahi‘world’ through which we come to self-

® Débord explainsiérive as ‘a technique of swift passage through variedrenments. The concept aférive is
inextricably linked with the recognition of effead$ a psycho-geographic nature, and with the aesedf a ludic-
constructive behavior, which contrasts it on alinp® with classical ideas of the journey and thelt(In

McDonough, 2009: 78), that enables the breach thighsymbolic) barriers that accommodate the usketity and
confine the world of possibilities by routinizinglaviors and so diminishing knowledge of the urfjzece.
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knowledge is one of taken-for-granted, non-cogaitattitudes to objects and other persons,
manifest in forms of behaviour that ‘teach’, purgsactically, the grounds of an affective-
attitude; that operates like an attitude to existeand which is the body’s ‘style’ of being.”
(Charlesworth, 1998: 17). Therefore, the represiems that we are going to look at are in this
confluence, in the subjective representational gameially confronted by the instances of
metropolitan consumption that structure and chariaet ways of life.

According to Foucault (2007), a history of spacesi ihistory of power. This assertion is an
almost perfect summary of the idea that each societates its spaces (Lefebvre, 1968-1972),
and produces the human social character it needm(f, 1983); spaces and character that are
essential to the production and reproduction ofntlaén principles of social organization. In the
context of advanced capitalism, the structuringudifan space tends to interact with the main
traces of the dominant accumulation process, easi@gconsolidation and deepening of the
social relations that characterize it (Harvey, 20@pace is thus invested with new points of
view that contradict its immutable and synchronweiesvs. In brief, space comes to life via the
attitudes taken to it as, as Arendt said, “the fiemcof objects is to stabilize human life and)(...
its objectivity depends on the fact that individyjah spite of their unstable nature, can recover
their identity through their relations with the saphair, the same table” (Arendt, 1983: 188).

Like Simon Charlesworth we understand that if we tar “appreciate the impact of the barely
perceived minutiae of an environment that existsaasinexpressibly complex mixture of
architecturally given space; of inherited historisanse; of social practices; of behaviors and
institutions; of the space that particular persires through as body-subjects, then we need to
understand the relation of persons to their enm@mt as something deeper than the relation of
subject and object” (Charlesworth, 2000: 16). Theamngs that individuals that inhabit space
see in it are paramount to clarifying their so@alironments and the relation of the various
social agents with political and economic structure

Space is thus more than an inert factor, as poiotgdbove. It not only comes to life but also
influences life because its buildings, routes arghoization serve specific purposes, helping to
determine the possibilities of urban living. By isgkISCET students to draw their maps of the
city based on where they go, we like show theidistf the metropolis and its specification in
terms of both the space itself and its definitiasdd on its use.



2. A methodological and analytical outline

This article is part of an on-going project on ‘Spand Time in Contemporary Territory’ that
CEGOT and ISFLUP have been developing since Jan2@ty. The research has involved
several démarches in particular two preliminary approaches: one uged on FLUP's
undergraduate students of geography; the seconssddcon ISCEY students. This paper
concentrates on the second. The primary objedite iinderstand the socio-territorial lifestyles
of ISCET students, with particular emphasis ondite of Porto and its metropolitan area. We
consider the social actors that share the condtdiobeing ISCET students from Porto or its
environs (Figure 1). Given that Higher Educationgfiected on a new territorial insertion in
terms of the everyday experience of the city, theu$ on this particular group relates to the
dynamics oflearning the cityand a re-learninghe metropolitan spac reveal new spaces and

different forms of relationship.

The work described here concerns the analysis atetpretation of the results of the
guestionnaire administered to 177 of ISCET’'s 588lents. The questionnaire was applied
indirectly on May 2011, and this provided basistfee graphical and cartographical synthesis,
as well as the qualitative and quantitative analydi the mental maps produced by the 177
students who answered the questionnaire.

The interest in ISCET students is related with mportance that the university student
segment has attained in Portuguese society inateféw years. For most of the twentieth
century, education in Portugal was relatively uddgeloped. In the 1960s educational levels
were very low - particularly in higher educatiorfAlmeida 1994; Barreto, 1996). Since the
Democratic Revolution of 1974 and Portugal's mershigr of the European Economic
Community in 1986 government investment in educaltias increased significantly, especially
in post-secondary and higher education. Betweem &mel now we have seen access to higher
education broaden considerably and ISCET is an pbeaof this. The proliferation of the new
information technologies, the development of battiety and the economy of knowledge, and
the increasing challenges brought by globalizaticied together to change the courses offered,
underpinned by a commitment that goes beyondl#ssic dichotomy between humanities and

sciences. This triggered the proliferation of arebknowledge of a more practical nature that

® ISCET is a polytechnic institution focused on ttreaa of Human Resources Management, Marketing and
Advertising, Social and Work Psychology, InternatibTrade Relations, Social Service, Tourism andrivétional
Trade, Social Work and Socio-educational intenamtand Tourism and Business Development.
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bring about the merging of the scientific and testbgical facets. It is in this context that

ISCET's training courses are situated.

Figure 1: Original place of residence of ISCET shide

1

® ISCET

9 Moradas dos alunos (CP7)

[ e cocaninne

Limites de concelho

SourceSpace and Time on Contemporary Territqoestionnaire, ISCET, 2011

A questionnaire was applied to ISCET students wtlview to obtaining a preliminary
explanation and understanding of the represenstainspace and time in the territories of
today. This tool was structured around a set oktipes that lead to another set of variables
which concern: details of the individual and thaimily (age, sex, level of education, place of
residence, place of birth, place of work/study, kvatatus, professional circumstances...);
elements related to the description of the weekvesrek-end daily life (time occupation, means
of transport, purposes of travel, duration and $iroé travel, sociability relations inherent to
travel and degree of satisfaction regarding everyie); sketch of a mental map of the area
around the house and school, and also of the nwdii@ap and regional surroundings; the



frequency of use of semi-public places of socigbilisuch as shopping centers,
pubs/clubs/coffee shops, plazas, streets, gardethgreeen parks, leisure facilities (cinemas,
theatres, and other sports, cultural or leisurengties); relational practices with respect to the
knowledge society and virtual reality (internet neation at home and place of usual access to
the internet); finally, the representations of ¢uelity of life of the residents in the proximity o

the home and metropolitan region, were also mattatsinterested us.

Figure 2: Example of a space representation of ISE€EBTation
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The analytical and methodological focus of thiscltconcerns the mental maps made by
ISCET students in relation to the importance ofiaaepresentations of space (Figure 2). This
was because there is a strong relation betweelydasetife and its spatial translation. We can
agree with Boaventura de Sousa Santos that, “our bwes and temporalities will be
progressively more spatial” (Santos, 1988: 140r Thallenge of the research is to understand
what in the social relations of these students stéom the fact that they occur in specific
spaces and, above all, what are the students’|s@peesentations of the same spaces. The
presentation that follows thus focuses on a sgraphic and cartographic diagrams drawn by

the students, plus their qualitative and quanugaéinalysis.
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3. A multi-representational living

The construction of a city implies the productidnaocsymbolic lexicon that characterizes and
identifies the image framework and the referendaesof its inhabitants. We intend to show
how understanding the metropolization process earedo consolidate a renewed urban image
and identity. According to Massimo Cacciari, in &ke“polis immediately refers to a strong
idea of rootedness” (Cacciari, 2009: 9), with tfiisthermore, being the traditional use of this
word among the philosophical roots of Western tibugs has been shown by a broad range of
thinkers (Habermas, 1987). It is worth recallingneoof Frangois Ascher’s considerations here:
“To consider a city complex and not only complictitpresupposes “that it functions taking as
its base multiple logics and rationalities that ncaytradict one another; that it forms an open
system; that its balances are unstable; that shafti@tions may engender considerable changes;
that evolutions are generally irreversible” (AsghE®98: 141). Therefore we stand by the idea
that, far from breaking down, the great cities repose and lead to the emergence of new
centralities, new mobilities, new public spaceswn®rms of sociability, new forms of
citizenship, new forms of experiencing and repréegrihe polis, consequently representing the

non-urban spaces as empty, almost illegitimate €A4§98; Ascher, 1998).

This reconstruction of the regional and metropolitdentities shows us that urban symbolism is
a reference point that structures and conditiorgaba@ctivities in various ways, engaging
strongly with the processes that define the scaiabrs’ identities. The practices and social
activities and the constant interactions develdpetis framework contribute to producing and
reproducing, structuring and re-restructuring thgan form and symbolism: “the emergence of
space is visible in all of the social sciences @nghilosophy itself. Geography, the science of
spacepar excellencereally bears witness to this intellectual andwal transformation. In the
1970s Geography tended to reduce space to thel setaions occurring within it and so
almost lost its own scientific space among the ofwoeial sciences, especially sociology and
economics, but in the last few years it has recaahe spatial dimension to examine its
specific efficacy for social relations. In other n@s, now it is about examining what in social

relations specifically results from the fact tHatge occur in space” (Santos, 1988: 140).



Figure 3: Representational configuration of urbascspwithin a suspended symbolic order
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Henri Lefebvre’s distinction acquires an undeniaibig@ortance here. Space is conceived by
those who dictate the canons and the form of g itifg equivalent to the representations of
space by scientists, planners and urban developatst is also ‘space experienced’ by those
who move inside it on a daily basis, in terms ditlviews of it, the images and symbols that
accompany it, thus beingar excellencehe space of the inhabitants. This ‘experiencedepa
can be transformed into ‘perceived space’, bec#userresponds to the spatial practices that
enable the continuity and a relative reproductioside concrete social formations. Raymond
Ledrut (1971) saw space as the locus of a systesodfl interactions, but Henri Lefebvre
(1981) goes further by considering social spaca asnstruction that implies the updating of
social and political processes, denying the natytraf space, as mentioned before, and taking
it as both a process and a result, as a framewntlas a structuring and re-structuring factor of
social relations.

Given our theoretical references, we have to asstimee particular importance of the
Bourdieusian analysis that we feel is the most detapnterpretation and, at the same time,
more operative with respect to the view of the alogpace and its primordial importance in the
social representation processes that we are anglyBierre Bourdieu conceives the relation
between physical space and the social productibsermse that emerge in it in the following
way: “the reified social space (...) appears indigribution in the physical space of different
types of goods and services and also individuah@gand groups physically located and

endowed with the ability to appropriate these goadd services, more or less important
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(according to their capital and the physical distaof these goods, which also depends on their
capital)”. Here, the notion of social space as@ataopology focused on the relations between
individuals and society, of an immaterial naturd boderstood collectively, acquires great
importance (Bourdieu, 1989; 2006; Guerra, 2003).

Hence, we stand for a conception of space asagHfii.e., the positions occupied inside it by
the social agents are only defined by comparisah iateraction, as Bourdieu affirms, “the
notion of space contains, in itself, the principfea relational understanding of the social world.
It affirms that every ‘reality’ it designates resslin the mutual exteriority of its composite
elements”; therefore, “Apparent, directly visibleitgs, whether individuals or groups, exist
and subsist in and through difference; that isthey occupy relative positions in a space of
relations which, although invisible and always idifft to show empirically, is the most real
reality (theens realissimumas scholasticism would say) and the real priecgélthe behavior
of individuals and groups” (Bourdieu, 1997: 31).isTftonception also indicates an urban
thought of citizenship, which enables civil societyexpress itself and helps the authorities to
pinpoint regeneration problems and strategies -neifethese strategies are expressed
symbolically, because symbols and icons, too, némdbe reinvented to follow the

metropolization of people’s spirit.

To maximize the role of historical conscience aslt#@aBenjamin (1997) understands it,
therefore, the cycle of production-appropriationsibe symbiotic and serve the notion of
change and not its suppression. Thus, as Benjaotash“even those who are distracted can
create habits”, the route to reflection about thpacity of the city to mobilize is open - both in
terms of cultural habits and in recognition of thisure dimension in the contemporary context
- new levels of demand and a new urbanity in iteblizs’: “for the private person, living space
becomes, for the first time, antithetical to thagel of work. The form is constituted by the
interior; the office is its complement. The priv@rson who squares his account with reality in

his office demands that the interior be maintaimelis illusions” (Benjamin, 1997: 73).

The islands of visibility or the invisibilities ithe metropolitan territory and the challenges that
are currently faced by public spaces face are duergtion. As Michel de Certeau (1990) says,
the absence and the extermination of names, argifisplty the names between the names,
makes the city a suspended symbolic order (Figuréidd this is how a predisposition to the

possibility of the invisible is created. What istretained by way of any mechanism that



ensures the retention of attention, of endeavor iamdstment, via imaginability, as Lynch

(1981) said, is not seen and contributes to a fesgation of the overall image of the city.

4. An overview of the metropolis

The growing imperatives of mobility accentuate thereasing quantitative and qualitative
extension of the city’s limits. Flows and exchandess/e caused the city to transfer its
boundaries, and the theoretical understandingefriteraction between the framework and the
built form is fundamental to the consideration a@ittb the emerging cities and urban areas
undergoing continuous development, making theitemwand buildings favored vehicles for
implanting this physical and symbolic continuityn Ifact one of the most relevant
representations of the ISCET students is centeredirawing the space, emphasizing an
experience of the city based on specific placenected through means of transportation that
have specific, well established routes, which tssalan almost premeditated and mediated use
of the space. It can thus be seen that metropolizassentially increases the possibility of
longer journeys in a shorter time. The drawing iguFe 4 clearly shows a representation of the
city according to its functionality, marked by thility assigned to the spaces. Here the city is a
symbolic space without scale, a cluster of plac#bout belonging in any specific territorial
location, showing that this population has mobiliccording to Bauman (1999), the great
social cleavage that prevails in this era of glidagilon comes from mobility. The social space
can be divided in two, a deterritorialized elitatthbenefits from the technology that enables
them to move independently from where they are, ambminated group that is confined to

where they live and the local neighbourhood.

Figure 4: Representational configuration of urbascspunder the influence of mobility
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SourceSpace and Time on Contemporary Territgoestionnaire, ISCET, 2011
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The complexity of space is reduced, blurring itarality and material reality, emphasizing
destinations over routes. The large majority of ESG students’ journeys (home-school,
home-work or home-leisure places) are made by tariga public motorized transport, thereby
establishing not only a diverse perception of thean environment but a tunnel effect, too
(Figure 5): between the home, school and/or Wi ®CET'’s students do not see the urban
space that surrounds them when they move betweenskhnds of their main origins and
destinations. This image produces fragmentation a®fregation by worsening a
representational pattern of social differencefhewider urban space, causing the emergence of

single-purpose, scattered spaces of oppositiongdawoe, in line with the edge cities (Garreau,
1992).

" Hillier situates the phenomenon that he callshef pure origin-destination system in the contexthef loss of
energy and collateral effects of urban movemensediy moving from a dense urban system to a disdesind
fragmented one: ‘If we start moving in an urbaneysthat used to be dense and nucleated and thawislisperse
and fragmented, it is obvious that journey timel (ui.) increase. It is less obvious, but equatlye, that the by-
product effect will also diminish. With the increas dispersion, it is less likely that the coneecplaces will
benefit from the by-product of movement. Hencethasdispersion increases, the system of movemeones more
a pure system of origin-destination. Instead odwney with the goal of accomplishing a series wfppses, more
trips, each with the goal of accomplishing fewergmses, must occur with the goal of accomplishimg same
purposes. These are the basic reasons why peapét turther in the country, and why most of thesga journeys
are done by private car’. (Hillier, 1996: 178).

8 We take the tunnel effect to be the lack of attenipeople give to urban surroundings when travgllin a
mechanical means of transportation. This is whases spatial invisibility.



Figure 5: The representations of metropolitan timieflecting mobility: a route (tunnel effect), iactiit, or a
hypertext
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The movement, the flow of people and goods arohedutban fabric, is mentioned by several
authors as being key to the comprehension of tharushape and of the relations that occur in
it. Some ISCET students represent the complexitynefropolitan space with a straight line
between home and the destination or with fairly plax circuits (Figures 4 and 5). But,
individuals also move, really or virtually, in défent social universes constructing a hypertext,
since individuals are simultaneously a part of sgviexts (or layers) and move instantaneously
from one to another. Some networks are hierarbhither are fragmented. Social actors thus
move in all directions, for different reasons amgbehding on the hour and day. Mobility has
become a key aspect of urban living and is expthibg the enhancement of territorial
representations structured by networks and meansaongportation or motorway junctions
(Figures 5 and 6).
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Figure 6: The importance of mobility reinforces trentrality of some nodes (tube stations, bus stopsin
stations)
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The metropolis’ construction processes appear ve lgaven rise to urbanizations that feed off
their own symbology and identity which, in termsaofairly obvious semiological reading, tend
to be created as apparently autonomous urban uitd. this is how the ‘mental islands’
reproduce themselves, sometimes helping and sosetindering the reading of the complex
city. Through this interpretation the ISCET studenbntribute to the diffusion of the urban
islands (Figure 7), inside an increasingly disammtus city. The social actors that inhabit these
urban islands are metaphorical castaways, stramdedworld where mobility is a cardinal

virtue.

We in fact argue that the absence of a strategly wispect to this phenomenon hinders the
progress of identity mechanisms to consolidatevaage for the positioning of the metropolis in

relation to itself and the exterior. This is eqlévd to the emergence of increasingly more
segregative tendencies in the structuring of udyaace that lead to the existence of a spatially
divided city that lacks social cohesion. Severdhats have compared this fragmentation with
the emergence of an ‘archipelago society’ (Via@b4), a kind of metaphor for a space marked
by a discontinuous order and even isolated from dtiers, contradicting its fundamental

principles, i.e. place of exchange, of meetingsmufitiple passages. This fragmentation of

territory itself leads to ideological and symbolitagmentation. And, if we speak of



archipelagos where one is, we speak of archipelagbere one thinks and acts. The
fragmentation of space leads to a fragmentationaction by diminishing a broader
understanding of what lies round about, showingviilgemence of theffet de lieuBourdieu,
1999).

Figure 7: Representation of metropolitan experiameirmental islands’
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5. A look inside the metropolis

We shall now look at the social spatial represératfor which the school (ISCET on our
case) is their main anchor. We will show that sphas become an everyday life compass
whose experiences at micro scale may glide interstanding tendencies at macro scale. In the
previous point we emphasized the spatial represensa based on an overview of the
metropolis, fragmented and defined by the combimatf its fragments, its islands, now, we
will put each of these spaces under the lens, eXxagivhat is at eye level. So we are moving

from an aerial to a surface view, about a view hef space from the space itself. This is
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important since we believe that contemplating ttgosl of today also, maybe chiefly, implies
thinking about its exterior, because the universiace did not used to be democratized and
consumption places did not have the relevancettet have today. With the impact of the
consumer society on the lives of individuals, maiaf youths, school competes with other
places as structuring elements of youth identitgnslimption spaces, shopping centers and
ludic and recreational places, are today centexhehts in youth sociabilities and socialization

opportunities.

We shall start by looking at the ‘pedestrian rhietocoined by Certeau (1990). This
means that we are in streets made by persons whmreghem with meanings (of the
town, the quarter, the street itself) able to besspecificities on the individuals that
share in them. Walking (the ‘pedestrian rhetoris’a form of appropriation, more than
a simple passage, and it is this appropriation tbsizes the impact of the city on the
citizen’s own identity. Certeau concludes, “the ggdan movements form one of these
‘real systems’ whose existence, in fact, makescityea reality. They are not localized,
yet they spatialize” (Idem: 145). In relation tasthwe represent the places and spaces
of everyday appropriation of ISCET's students (FeguB). The scale of urban
experience of ISCET’s surroundings is spatiallyited with Rua de Cedofeita as its
spine, with only a few branches, restricted to feferences. There is thus a structured
student daily life (with intense gravitation) aralutihe place of study, perhaps facilitated

by its symbolic, economic, and ludic centrality



Figure 8: Spaces of more intense experience (steeet places) in the vicinity of ISCET
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If we analyze the places mentioned by the respdademd their intensity of experience, we can
still corroborate this information (Figure 9), dsid in the vicinity of ISCET that the main

references are made, showing a merging of the sdpare and spaces of elective affinity
(Urry, 2002). Here we can address the relevancehef particular condition of students,

considering their greater predisposition to anrigéeand tutelary spatial linkage due to the
existence of temporal, cultural and social condgithat favor a greater interaction with urban
space. The space projected for experienced proxiisibichronous of 10 and 15 minutes) is not
very patronized, with the most represented placeingb Pingo Doce de Cedofeita

(supermarket), the Faculty of Law of the UniversifyPorto, the ‘Piolho’ café/restaurant/bar,
the Restaurante Lameiras, the Rectory of the Usityeof Porto and the café Suave, all less
than 10 minutes away. Above this distance-time, ititensity and number of references
decrease significantly, with only the S. Bentowaly station and Lapa tube station notable for
the number of references to them. Two significafiexive contributions emerge here. The first
relates to a space within a radius of less thamitfites where there are ludic and sociability
spaces, and the other relates to axes of arrivald@parture, to non-places (Augé, 1995),
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transitional spaces between places of referencee M& stress that there is an intense
attendance of spaces in a period that coinciddstht school schedule. Not to be ignored is the
fact that some of these leisure and social plase laapted their schedules, extending them
beyond the night schedule so that they now opdrata lunch time. These approaches are
allied to the culture and leisure dynamics of comgerary society, related to youth culture and

to the residential and urban structuring of todayts.

Miragaia e

B ISCET * Edificado Isécronas (minutos)
*  Locais referidos /\/ Eixos de via B

2

(Velocidade média pedonal = 1,2m/seg.)

SourceSpace and Time on Contemporary Territqoestionnaire, ISCET, 2011

In the context of Portuguese society, and basestuaties that focus on cultural practices, three
different scenarios emerge: the massification duoed by the media culture that is especially
felt within the domestic space; the world of mopedalized and erudite productions that imply
a specific cultural demand; and the activities aeisged with the leisure and entertainment
industries. These representations of ISCET’s stisdedicate outdoor practices that fall within

the last scenario, as these industries have bdénggstronger in the last decade in Portugal,
mainly in Lisbon and Porto (Guerra, 2010). So we lapking at a certain glorification of the

‘going out’ cultures that bring together activitiGmeanings and spatialities that have been



deemed important with respect to the processeeadlsility of young people, the constitution
and renewal of the sociability and inter-knowledgdworks, the shaping of lifestyles, and the

mediation of identity processes (Idem, 2010).

It is also important to interlink these spatial negentations with the changes in the
contemporary urban scenario. The mobilization efghow and, essentially, the new modes of
production of symbolic capital that are based om tity are interwoven with urban
reorganization. What Edward Soja recovers from Giem mainly intends to designate the
“new contemporary way of life that is characterizsddeep and immutable continuities with
the past” (2000: 147). These spaces can be semmesant updates of former spaces of leisure
and conviviality, they have similar functions, thdse their actions on a new materiality that
corresponds to the field of aspirations and theldvof the thinkable of the actors concerned,
mainly young and having the cultural, symbolic,iaband economic resources that give them
access to culture in the city. In relation to this represent the places and spaces of day-to-day
life appropriation of the ISCET students (Figurg.10

The urban ways of life of these students, mainlyhim vicinity of Rua de Cedofeita, indicate a
return to the center of the city that appears mappeheir lifestyles (Figures 10 and 11). We
know that social phenomena have, among other thangster-relational character that leads us
to processes such as social interaction, symbaiongunication, co-presence situation, etc.
Nowadays, the center of Porto (Piolho-Galerias @eisPneighborhoods) is the place of
reference for nocturnal urban experiences, arglseen as space of metropolitan sociability and
conviviality. It attracts a large crowd of peopk the streets and plazas are full of consumers

who vary widely in social and cultural terms.
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Figure 10: Representation of the metropolitan ligingthe commercial, ludic and convivial city”
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In the past, the perception of space was stronglyked by the churches. Today, the socio-
territorial references have very discontinuous esxahnd functions. The shopping centre
dominates urban experiences (Figures 12 and 13)mBgifying the organization of urban

space, commerce opened up to new symbolic, ludicaasthetic areas. The level of residential
fragmentation on the peripheries of the agglomenagilows everyone to access and ‘zap’ from
one shopping center to another. In terms of théakeemiotics of commerce, the significance

and the splendor of these spaces is discussed,ofteny as if they were autonomous forces
capable of determining social behavior, as if theiad actors might disappear behind the
symbolism of the objects. We consider that theggagzhes all too often pay little attention to

the active role of consumers in the selection atelpretation of symbols and messages. Here,
we should go back to Certeau as he advocates fhertamce of strategies and tactics in the

invention of everyday life, when confronted with seavely organized and disseminated
production (Certeau, 1990).



Figure 11: Leisure and recreational places (coffesps, bars, clubs)
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The shopping centers frequented by ISCET studdfitpure 12) illustrate the metropolitan
‘zapping’ and clarify their importance as placeswatropolitan appropriation. But, the intense
attendance expressed for NorteShopping and otle@psig centers illustrates the active role of
consumers. They are active subjects and not pasgaaators and they act within the relations
of power that link them to production and commdizadion strategies. So consumption has to
be seen as a practice that is shaped by severasfoboth material and symbolic. We are
looking at a set of social relations that are izt in a space of close association between a
space, a framework for interaction, a social camfigion, and, inevitably, a cultural structure.
Given this scenario, it is legitimate to say thae existence of social space depends on the
points of view, i.e., its plural voices are inhdramits plural places, as social constructions tha
are reflected in the social practices organizeiiie and space.
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Figure 12. Shopping centers frequented
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Soja sees the post-metropolis as ‘a distinctivéatian of the themes of restructuring generated
by the crisis and of the unequal geo-historicalettgyment that have been configuring (and re-
configuring) the spaces of the city since the asgdf urban-industrial capitalism’ (Soja, 2000:
148). At the same time, ‘the post-modern, post-Boréind post-Keynesian metropolis
represents something significantly new and differére product of an era of intense intensive
and extensive restructuring’ (ldem: 148): dual mmoeat of de-territorialization and re-
territorialization. Are these spaces nagora® Consumption, image, bodies and interactions
appear to be the core of these new territorialitiesghe center of the metropolis. Times thus
seem to be changing. Today is a time of polycantaad this multi-centrality does not exclude
the old center. Parking and traffic flow difficit have diminished and, at the same time, these
urban spaces are still the best served by pulaitsportation and by major cultural amenities.

On the whole they are spaces of great symbolicityenghich propels a range of creative



activities and economies (Laundry, 2005), and diea@ment, in a sphere of great cultural and

civilizational liberty (Fortuna & Silva, 2002).

6. Concluding remarks

In this exploratory work, the spatial representadioof the ISCET students served as the
structuring framework for symbolic and social reggnetations of metropolitan and urban space.
This exercise also demonstrated the pertinencepgsentations as catalysts of meanings and
orientations for day-to-day life and the metropoéis well as a hypothetic field of citizenship
and participation in culture and the metropoligotigh processes of symbiotic production-

appropriation in a framework of the rapid changeafadigms and territorial contexts.

The territories experienced by the ISCET students guided by mobility, flows and

communications, factors that are responsible foucsiring today's everyday life spaces.
Complex circuits in an environment of great mobpilére emphasized, that lead to the
prefiguration of representations shaped by the éupffect. This representational framework
expresses a fragmented perception and a somewhdesgd image of the metropolitan space,
in a discontinuity of references. Real or virtuabwements in different social universes were
observed, recorded at a hypertext level. The esidlthe questionnaire indicate that ISCET'’s
students do not yet appreciate all the advantdugsterritorial insertion in the metropolitan

region could give them in a context of rich andifespatial reality.

It was also possible to see construction processim® metropolis composed of images that are
sustained by apparently autonomous urban units!ntieatal islands’. These representations
accentuate the importance of a complex and disoamtis city, reconstructed in the social space

under analysis.

From the representational drawing of the urban opelitan configuration made by ISCET's
students, particular importance is given to shoppienters as extended places of consumption,
but also of sociabilities, new cultural dialoguesl dymbolic importance in the structuring of a
new collective memory that attests to really impottmechanisms of metropolitan zapping that
demonstrate intense processes of recreation of nesnand spaces. It is also possible, in the

context of representations of the city, to showtam to the center, of sorts.
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Taking Simon Charlesworth’s perspective, we catedtaat the social representations that we
have addressed are guided by the following: “Thecep in which we live, then, constitute a
realm of shared intelligibility, disclosed in moatirough which we come to dwell in a world
defined primarily through its affective dimensioasad the possibilities of being which it
circumscribes. We come to know a world through raexiricable tangle of background skills
and discrimination that constitute the structuréntélligibility that we unconsciously realize as
the condition of personhood. Importantly, this askstion is unselfconscious; embodied in the
pervasive responses, motor skills and realizedhdigins in the forms of comportment that are
the inescapable conditions of being human” (Chewdeth, 2000: 17). From this starting point,
it is important to approach what is happening & school based on its outside, as the identity
places outside the school seem to be of fundamemiabrtance to the framework of the
positionings analyzed. Given the emphasis on copsom opportunities, the growing
reification within social interactions that leads ‘the transformation of the social relations in
things’ (Jameson, 1991: 314) regains importancenélwith Jameson (1991) we know that
today the social genesis of post-modern produci®uositraceable - they invade our day-to-day
lives in the shape of ubiquitous systems of maf&snmation and advertising or in the shape of
hermetic, finished products, unable to assign pgae other than the mere logic of cultural
mass production.

But from the ‘private world’ we can state that #ehievement of the possible city as a kind of
right to the city, based on freedom of choice, egpes the proliferation of cities inside the city
itself. In other words, this creates several diferpossible cities that are defined by choice.
These choices, however, are defined as an optairlids inside a symbolic and sensory world,
a partition of a greater social space unknown ftiinoits existence outside these fashionable

urban places of consumption.
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