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Abstract

Research has shown that number of males who read for aesthetic purposes is far
below the number of females who read for aesthetic purposes. This project focuses on the
design, development, implementation and evaluation of book trailer videos to help
increase aesthetic reading among males in fourth and fifth grade. The finished project
includes five book trailer videos based on books at the fourth and fifth grade level, which
are targeted towards males, which will assist in promoting aesthetic reading among males
who are in fourth and fifth grade. The implementation of the book trailer videos was
completed at a local private Christian school. The results show there is no major
difference in attitudes regarding the chosen books between before and after watching the
book trailer videos. However, the average scores regarding the students’ opinions on

reading increase after watching the book trailer videos.
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USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING

INTRODUCTION

For many, reading is a favorite past time, but as research shows, by the time males
reach the fourth and fifth grades, their interest in aesthetic reading drops dramatically.
This may not seem like a big deal but reading is also tied to motivation towards learning
and the correlation between motivation and achievement. This problem is seen in the
United States and internationally. There are not many tools used in the classroom to
motivate students to read aesthetically. The use of book trailer videos is one tool that can
be used by teachers to motivate their students to read for aesthetic purposes.

Statement and Analysis of the Research Problem

This project was an attempt to address the problem that males in fourth and fifth
grade have low interest in aesthetic reading. Many students are unmotivated to read
aesthetically, and due to this, the students’ attitudes towards reading, and the value that is
placed on reading, decreases.

The author of this research paper is a certified elementary education teacher. The
male students she often encounters displays negative attitudes towards aesthetic reading.
Times for reading, such as sustained silent reading (SSR) was often seen among male
students as a time to nap, doodle or talk to a friend.

There were different attitudes displayed among males but the end result was the
same, many male students being largely uninterested in reading. This is why the author
of this research paper took a look at students’ motivation to read.

Possible Approaches to the Problem
There are various approaches to help increase aesthetic reading in males in the

fourth and fifth grades. One possible approach is to use educational technology in the
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classroom. Educational technology includes, but is not limited to, the Internet,
applications (apps), software, and hardware. According to the University of Washington
(2015), this technology can aid in student learning. Two educational technology tools
that could be used include iMovie software for Apple computers, and Photo Story 3
software for Windows. These two programs could be used to create visual
representations of books—i.e. book trailer videos.

Another approach is to have the teacher introduce books, which are geared
towards boys in an interesting way. The teacher could pose intriguing questions, with the
answers to be found in the book. The teacher could act out snippets of the book to get the
students interested or the teacher could create a bulletin board based on the book to
interest the males in reading the chosen book. Another approach could be to have the
students watch the movie version of the book first, and then have them read the book
version of the story.

Selected Solution

The selected solution adapted for this research was the analysis, design,
development, implementation, and evaluation of book trailer videos. ADDIE is the
acronym for the instructional design process followed in the creation of these videos.

iMovie, a software program for Apple computers, can help with visualizing what
a book is about. iMovie allows for the creation of book trailer videos.

Unfortunately, iMovie does not seem to be a well-known software and is not
found much in the classroom, in Western, New York K-12 schools. One thing that may
be holding this program back from being used is the fact that teachers either don’t know

about the software, or they don’t know how to use it or implement it. However, it has
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been found by the researcher that, after a little practice, students and teachers can
navigate iMovie quite easily.
Research Question

With this great iMovie video tool in the hands of some educators, and with
consistently low numbers of male students reading aesthetically, only one question
remains: How might book trailer videos be designed, developed, and implemented in the
fourth and fifth grade levels to increase aesthetic reading in male students? This is the
research question of this project.
Purpose of the Project

The purpose of this project was to use tools available to students and teachers to
create book trailer videos that could be used in the classroom to help promote aesthetic
reading among males.
Intended Audience and Their Characteristics

The intended audience of this project was fourth and fifth grade male students.
Theses students are taught in a general education setting, and they have a wide range of
abilities. The students’ first language is English. The students are at a fourth grade
reading level or above. The students would have the ability to interpret and make
meaning from information presented in the form of an image, which is also known as
visual literacy. The students’ computer literacy would consist of but not limited to
knowing how to turn on a computer, insert a DVD, play the DVD and know how to
adjust the speaker volume. In general, the students’ motivation to learn is that they place
meaningful value on the benefits of academic tasks. The students’ come from a suburban

background.
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Rationale/Importance of the Project

The lack of aesthetic reading among male students in the elementary level has
long been a topic among educators, yet there have been few proposed ideas as to how to
engage males in aesthetic reading. When looking at assessments, girls have met or
exceeded boys in all national reading and writing assessments at all grade levels (Smith
& Wilhelm, 2002; Taylor, 2005). Internationally, fourth grade girls significantly
outperformed boys on reading assessments, which was revealed by the Progress in
International Reading Study (Logan, & Johnston, 2010; Marinak, & Gambrell, 2010).
With females continually outperforming males on reading assessments, there needs to be
tools and methods developed to interest males in reading. The researcher proposed the
use of book trailer videos to help motivate fourth and fifth grade males to read for
aesthetic purposes.

Scope and Limitations of the Project

The researcher’s book trailer videos, designed and developed during this project,
feature five books that were aimed towards males in the fourth and fifth grades. The
researcher chose the selected books based on having a variety of different genres, so as to
reach more male student interests.

A limitation of the proposed project included only having two schools
participating in the study. One participating school was Christ the King Preparatory
Academy, a private school, and the other was West Street Elementary School, a public
school.

Another major limitation was that the researcher was a substitute teacher with no

classroom of her own. Due to this, the researcher was only able to work with a relativity
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low number of students in certain classes. With a larger number of students, perhaps
would come a more accurate view on the effect of book trailer videos.

Another limitation of the project was that the chosen books are all written in
English. This limits the book trailer videos to English only. Another limitation of the
project is that the book trailer videos require a computer plus high speed Internet
connection to view the book trailer videos.

Assumptions and Biases

The researcher’s assumptions in carrying out this project were as follows: (a) all
students are fluent readers at the fourth grade level or above, (b) all students are fluent in
reading the English language, and (c) all students are fluent in understanding the spoken
English language.

The researcher had the following bias while conducting this study: The
researcher is a technology advocate, which makes her believe technology should be
utilized in all areas of learning, including reading. Furthermore, she believes that
technology can be used in aiding teachers to create interesting, motivating and interactive
lessons and activities for students.

Definition of Key Terms

The following are key terms used in this paper:

Aesthetic reading: This term refers to reading for enjoyment.

Applied action research: This term refers to a specific type of qualitative
research. Often, applied action research involves addressing questions and implementing

a plan to solve a problem within the researcher’s immediate work setting.
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Book Trailer Videos: It is like a movie preview, a book trailer video highlights
interesting parts of a book to interest one into reading the advertised book.

Creative Commons license: A Creative Commons (CC) license is one of several
public copyright licenses that enable the free distribution of an otherwise copyrighted
work. A CC license is used when an author wants to give people the right to share, use,
and build upon a work that they have created (Creative Commons, 2015).

Educational technology: This is the effective use of technological tools in
learning. As a concept, it consists of an array of tools, such as media, machines and
networking hardware, as well as considering theoretical views for the effective
application.

iMovie: This is a video editing software application sold by Apple Inc. for the
Mac and iOS (iPhone, iPad, iPad Mini and iPod Touch). It allows the user to add video,
images, music, and narration to a self created video.

Motivation: This refers to the general desire or willingness of someone to do
something.

Photo Story 3: This is a video editing software application for Microsoft
computers. It allows for the creation of digital storytelling in five steps. It allows the
user to add images, titles, music and narration to a digital photo album or story.

Royalty-free: Royalty-free refers after the initial permission to use or sell a
specific work, usually through money, additional uses can be made without payment.

Royalty-free is a multiple use free of royalties (Blogs.scientificameriacan.com, 2015).
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Storyboard: This is a form of graphic organizer that presents illustrations and
text of what the final product will look like. Storyboards are created before developing
the finished product.

Description of the Anticipated Product

It was anticipated that the researcher’s product would consist of five book trailer
videos. The book trailer videos would be created using iMovie. Each movie would be
approximately five minutes in duration, with images, text, narration and background
music. The books would be chosen based on grade level and gender of the targeted
students; in this project the targeted students are males in grades four and five. The
finished product would be a DVD. When inserted into a DVD player or inserted into a
computer, the menu would have an alternating teal and lime green background. “Book
Trailer Videos” would be written at the top and center of the screen. At the bottom of the
screen would be links to each of the book trailer videos. There would be a picture of the
books in the center of the screen. The background music would be the default iMovie
music.

When the video links are clicked, each one would take the user to the selected
book trailer video. Once the selected video has finished playing, the user will be taken
back to the main menu.

As far as planned implementation of the videos go, before the book trailer videos
are shown to the students, the students would be shown the five book covers as well as
the backs of the books and asked to read to them. The students would then complete a
Likert Scale questionnaire covering (a) reading, (b) attitudes towards reading, and (c) the

likeliness the student would read each of the chosen books.
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The students would then be shown the book trailer videos. After being shown the
book trailer videos, the students would complete another Likert Scale, identical to the
first one. The researcher would look for differences in answers on the Likert Scales
completed before and after viewing the book trailer videos.

In the next section, the researcher examines the research that has been conducted

on reading motivation in the elementary grades.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

According to Driessen and Van Langen (2013), Logan and Johnston (2010), and
Marinak and Gambrell (2010), studies have shown there is a gender gap in reading. The
number of girls reading aesthetically outnumbers the number of boys who read for
aesthetic purposes (Marinak and Gambrell, 2010). This literature review will include
four areas: (a) an examination of the difference in aesthetic reading between boys and
girls, (b) research on motivation towards reading, (c) a look at the correlation between
motivation to read and achievement, and (d) research on effective designs of book trailer
videos.
Differences in Aesthetic Reading between Boys and Girls

There have been many studies on the gender gap in reading. These include (but
are not limited to) studies by Driessen and VVan Langen (2013), Logan and Johnston
(2010), Smith and Wilhelm (2002), Taylor (2005), and Marinak and Gambrell (2010).
Each of the studies has shown that there is a statistical difference in the number of boys
who read for aesthetic purposes versus the number of girls. A higher number of girls
possessed more positive attitudes toward reading than boys at all grade levels in both
recreational and academic reading (Marinak & Gambrell, 2010).

Marinak and Gambrell (2010), examined gender differences in third grade
average readers. There were 288 student participants from three area suburban schools.
A reading specialist, unknown by the students, conducted the MRP reading survey, which
consisted of a Likert Scale questionnaire with 20 questions. The 20-question survey
assessed two specific dimensions of reading motivation, self-concept as reader and value

of reading. Descriptive statistics and the independent samples tests were generated for
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the MRP total scores and subscale scores. Analyses of the data revealed that there was a
statistically significant difference for gender on the MRP total score. The girls scored
higher than boys, indicating that over-all the girls in this study were more motivated to
read than boys. It has been noted that boys often take longer in learning to read, read
less, and often are less enthusiastic.

In contrast, girls spend more time reading during their leisure time than boys.
When looking at assessments, girls have met or exceeded boys in all national reading and
writing assessments at all grade levels (Smith & Wilhelm, 2002; Taylor, 2005).

From the previous study, Kush and Watkins (1996) found reading attitudes of
students in the first grade were relatively positive and stable when compared to the
standardization sample for both academic and recreational reading. Three years later,
however, significant differences were noted. Girls consistently expressed more positive
attitudes toward aesthetic reading than boys. Girls also demonstrated greater stability in
reading attitudes over time than boys.

The study consisted of one hundred eighty-nine students in Grades one to four.
The students completed two administrations of the Elementary Reading Attitude Survey
(ERAS) following a 3-year interval. This has been seen both in the United States and
internationally.

In Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States, fourth grade girls significantly outperformed boys on reading assessments,
which was revealed by the Progress in International Reading Study (Logan, & Johnston,
2010; Marinak, & Gambrell, 2010). Thompson (1987) has shown that gender differences

in reading emerge regardless of the type of reading instruction they received.
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There have also been some evidence to propose that boys and girls have naturally
different reading strategies. In the study by Thompson (1987), three studies were
conducted to examine individual differences among young children’s use of alternate
cognitive processes for word reading. Three studies were conducted utilizing 87, seven-
year-old children. The studies tested to see if boys, of the same reading attainment level
as girls, tend to rely more than girls on access to phonological segments of words. In
study | a pattern of gender differences was tested children reading pseudo homophones
graphemicalty different and graphemically similar to lexically matched words
(Thompson, 1987). In Study Il differences were tested with the same children reading
words of regular and exception grapheme-phoneme relationships. Study Il consisted of
84 six-year-old children. In Study Il differences were examined in the relationship of
word reading accuracy to phonological consistency of initial segments of words. Each of
the studies conducted supported the notion that boys and girls have naturally different
reading strategies. In the United States, each school district has their own strategies for
reading. The districts find the strategies that work best with their students and follow it.
The problem is that the strategies they use most likely will not work for every student.
This can cause frustration in the reader, which in turn can cause him/her to not want to
read. Educators need to find the reading strategies that work best for each student and
motivate them to read.

Motivation towards Reading

Motivation plays a large role in the success of a reader. Much of the reading done

in school is fiction. One reason there is such a gap in reading between girls and boys

could be due to the fact that many boys are not motivated to read fiction, and therefore,
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choose not to read. Scieszka, the authors of “The Stinky Cheese Man” noted “the biggest
change we can make in giving boys a love of reading is to expand our definition of
reading beyond fiction (Garfinkle, 2008, p.1).”

Educators may tend to focus on certain types of books that they keep in the
classroom for student use, read alouds, and reading groups.

If educators want to motivate boys to read they need to introduce different types
of text into the classrooms and lessons. According to Caswell and Duke (1998), some
students find a “way into literacy” (p. 229) through authentic reading that is non-fiction,
and that they do not find through narrative texts. By tapping into this natural curiosity
and using non-fiction, such as in the form of newspapers, not only will reading become
easier and more natural, it may help students have an improved attitude towards reading
for recreation, reading for academic purposes, and reading in general.

One type of non-fiction that can be used in the classroom is the newspaper. The
most obvious use of the newspaper would be for motivation. According to Vance,
“students who read about a concept, fact, or person in the newspaper will be more likely
to want to learn...because it has become relevant” (Vance, 1990 as cited in Sargent,
Mwavita & Smith, 2009, p. 229).

According to Purcell-Gates, Duke, and Martineau (2007), students may reject
literacy tasks that are lacking in purpose and personal value; therefore, strategies and/or
interventions designed to bolster the motivation of boys should consider personal use and
what boys value when reading. Relevance seems to be a key to motivating students to
read. When students can relate to what they are reading, it becomes more interesting,

which in turn motivates the student to read.
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Besides the type of reading materials used, reading level also impacts the
motivation of students wanting to read. At each grade level, students are expected to be
at a certain reading level that matches the grade they are in. Students who are below
grade level in reading achievement tend to have a low motivation to read. Kush &
Watkins (1996) found that lower reading motivation and less value was placed on reading
was observed among average achieving boys when compared to average achieving girls.
Even boys who are at grade level reading, (i.e. average achieving), are still less motivated
to read than girls of the same reading level.

According to Kush and Watkins (1996) and McKenna, Kear, and Ellsworth
(1995), these studies show that girls have higher competence beliefs in reading compared
to boys, value it more, and have more positive attitudes toward reading than boys.

In a study by McKenna, Kear, and Ellsworth (1995) the study investigated
attitudes of a stratified national reading sample of 18,185 U.S. children in Grades 1
through 6. The students responded to a group pictorial rating scale, consisting of two
subscales devoted to attitude toward reading for aesthetic and academic purposes. The
scores were analyzed on the basis of gender, grade level, ethnicity, reading ability, and
the use of basal readers. The results reinforced a model of reading attitude in which
social factors and expectations gradually shaped attitudes over time.

The findings of the study revealed that aesthetic and academic reading attitudes,
on average, were observed to gradually and steadily become negative over time,
throughout the elementary school years. The findings of the story also revealed that the
trend toward more negative aesthetic reading attitudes was visibly related to reading

ability. The attitudinal gap among ability levels widened with age. The third finding was
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girls, as a group possessed more favorable attitudes than boys at all grade levels, towards
both aesthetic and academic reading. The fourth finding was that ethnicity was observed
to play little role in the negative trends of aesthetic or academic reading attitudes. The
fifth finding was the extent of a teacher’s reliance on basal readers did not appear to
relate to aesthetic or academic reading attitudes.

The findings of this study supported the McKenna model of reading attitude
acquisition. These gender differences may reflect the internalization of cultural
expectations that girls will be more positive about reading than boys (Eisenberg, Martin,
& Fabes, 1996; McKenna et al., 1995).

Despite reading level, one way that has been proven to aid in motivating boys to
read is through competition. Boys love competition. In school, one can often observe the
boys competing all the time, whether it is in gym class, recess, and games. Some boys
seem to like the challenge of competition.

In school, however, some teachers tend to see competition as something that is
not good. They don’t want their students comparing themselves to one another or trying
to beat their peers. To help solve the current research problem, however, competition
may be an answer to how to motivate boys to read.

One possible way to use competition is through a boy versus girls reading
challenge. Gustafson (2008), a librarian at a middle school in Seattle Washington, wanted
to increase the number of boys who were aesthetically reading throughout the school
year. She created a tool called the “Coffee Can of Probability List.” She created a list of

50 books targeted towards boys and for each book read, the student entered their name
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into the coffee can. Every month the librarian counted the number of boys’ entries versus
the number of girls’ entries.

From the gender that had the most entries each month, she would choose six
names. The first name drawn would win the “Big Prize.” The next five students would
win smaller prizes. Gustafson (2008) also posted a graph of the weekly reading totals
and weekly updates in the school bulletin. This competition in reading raised the boys’
aesthetic reading from 28% to 49%. That is one example of how competition can be used
to increase aesthetic reading in boys.

Correlation between Motivation and Achievement

Various studies have been done that have shown there is a correlation between
motivation to read and reading achievement. According to Logan & Johnston (2010),
their study highlighted the fact that there is often a discrepancy between a child’s
competence (i.e. cognitive abilities) and performance (i.e. reading comprehension
scores), and this difference may lie in their motivation or attitudes towards the task.

When a student does not have the motivation to complete a task, he/she usually
will not put a lot of effort towards the task. This can result in low achievement. The low
achievement does not mean the student does not have the ability to achieve well on the
task. According to Logan and Johnston (2010), substantial gender differences are
consistently found in reading attitudes and motivation, both of which are associated with
reading achievement (McKenna, Kear, & Ellsworth 1995; Wang & Guthrie 2004;
Morgan & Fuchs 2007; Logan & Johnston 2009).

According to Logan and Johnston (2010), there are gender differences in reading.

In their study, the researchers considered gender as a context in which children’s learning

15
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and development occurs. Within the classroom environment, while all children receive
the same literacy instruction, differences in attention, interest and preference for different
types of classroom activities may mean that boys and girls spend different amounts of
time engaged in literacy activities. Also, gender differences in brain activation during
reading and reading related tasks may provide some neurological basis for differentiating
males and females for analysis of reading strategies and approaches.

Neuroimaging studies examining gender differences in adults suggest that males
and females show different patterns of brain activation during language related tasks such
as phonological processing and reading. It has been shown that boys tend to improve
their reading when taught through the use of phonics.

According to Mouly (1960), educationists agree that attitudes are directly related
to learning: Not only do attitudes develop as a result of the satisfying or frustrating nature
of one’s learning experiences, but once established, they facilitate or impede further
learning and thereby become self-reinforcing (Mouly (1960), as stated in Davies &
Brember, 1993). One’s attitude towards a task is a big determining factor on student
achievement.

Motivation and attitude, then, are two keys to achievement. If educators can
increase the students’ motivation towards reading, the attitude towards reading may
change as well, since motivation and attitude are linked. With the increase in motivation
and attitude, the student may be able to achieve more.

Effective Designs of Book Trailer Videos
According to Bates (2012), book trailer videos are becoming today’s marketing

tool for newly published books. They have changed the way students choose books.
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There are many steps when creating a book trailer video. If the creator is new to creating
book trailer videos, the first step is to watch book trailer videos that have already been
created. These can be found on sites such as YouTube and SchoolTube. Watching book
trailer videos that have already been created will give the user ideas of what a good book
trailer video looks like versus one with too many effects and transitions.

The next step to creating a book trailer video is to choose the software tool. There
are a variety of programs, which range from simplistic videos to more complex. The
easiest program to use is Animoto, which is an online application. Animoto allows the
user to input text and images while the animation of the trailer is done automatically.
The down side to using Animoto is that it limits the number of text characters to be
displayed (Bates, 2012).

Another great program for beginners is PhotoStory for Windows. PhotoStory
walks the user through a step-by-step process. For those who have more experience,
Windows Movie Maker or Apple iMovie would be a good choice. Windows Movie
Maker and iMovie allow for greater control over the video product. Another program
that has a steep learning curve is Sony’s Vegas Movie Studio Platinum. This video
software has the best output video (Bates, 2012).

According to Bates (2012), when creating a book trailer video, the creator must
remember not to go overboard with the use of transitions and effects. It is best to use one
or two transition types for the entire video. Next, the creator needs to start brainstorming
as to how (s)he wants the book trailer to look. This can be done by creating notes or

using sticky notes in a book to locate quotes that jump out.
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The next step is to find the images for the video. When searching the Web,
pictures that are ‘royalty-free” allow users to use their images with an initial fee or
‘Creative Commons license’ allows users to utilize their images for free. Three websites,
which provide content to use in book trailer videos include Flickr (2015), wikimedia
(2015), and Morgue (2015).

Once the creator has found the images for the video, the next step is to find
background music. There are three sites that offer royalty-free use of their music. These
sites include Purple-Planet (2015), Incompetech (2015) and S.A. (2015). Once the above
is completed, it is time to put an effective book trailer video together.

Most book trailer videos are created in the first or third person point of view.
Using rhetorical questions towards the end of the video captures the viewers. The
viewers will want answers to the questions, which the video will not give them. This will
entice the viewer to read the book to answer the questions proposed in the video. When
creating a book trailer video, never give away the ending of the book.

Along with voice, the type of font that is chosen will heighten the mood of the
book trailer video (Bates, 2012). If there are two characters in the video, either use two
different people to narrate or use two different fonts to differentiate between the
characters. When adding text, limit the number of text slides in the video. Trailers can
become redundant when the creator only uses text to tell the story. Often times, graphics
can tell the story without the use of text. This allows for a smoother flow of the video.

Another important component of effective book trailer videos is the duration of
the video. Videos that are too long lose the viewer’s attention. Videos that are too short

often do not capture the book. Typically trailers run one to three minutes, but have found
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that two minutes is ideal (Bates, 2012). The two-minute duration should include the title
at the beginning and credits at the end, not just the storyline. Once the creator has
finished putting the trailer together, all the sources used for images and audio must be
cited in the credits as to give credit to the artist(s).

Conclusions

Studies throughout the decades have shown there is a significant gap between the
number of girls who read and the number of boys who read for aesthetic purposes. Girls
tend to have a more positive attitude towards reading. This could be due to the fact that
boys often take longer learning to read, read less, and are often less enthusiastic about
reading. This gap is seen both in the United States and internationally. The Progress in
International Reading Study (2010) revealed that girls significantly outperformed boys on
reading assessments. This is linked to the differences in boys and girls motivation to
read.

The books used in schools for aesthetic reading and read alouds are often fiction.
One way we can increase motivation in reading is to use non-fiction text, (i.e. the
newspaper), which is relevant to the students’ lives. When something is relevant to the
students, they are more interested in it. When talking about motivating students to read,
we must also look at the students’ reading level.

Students who read below grade level are often less motivated to read. This can
cause frustration while reading and cause the reader to want to quit. Also, “average
achieving” boys seem to have less motivation to read compared to “average achieving”
girls. One way to increase motivation in boys to read aesthetically is through

competition.
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Many boys love the challenge of a competition. Although competition in school
and classroom is often seen negatively, the use of competition can help to increase boys’
participation in aesthetic reading. When boys are given the opportunity to win prizes for
completing a task, they can be motivated to complete the task in order to have an
opportunity to win. This was seen in a study by Gustafson (2008), who used the tool
Coffee Can of Probability List. If teachers can find ways to use competition in the
classroom, there may be a significantly higher amount of participation in reading by
boys, who normally wouldn’t have participated in the task. While looking at motivation,
there also seems to be a correlation between motivation and achievement.

Students who are less motivated to read often have a negative attitude towards
reading. In turn, the student may not achieve well in reading. Attitudes are directly
related to learning, and once a student has formed an attitude, whether it is positive or
negative, it can facilitate or hinder further learning and thereby become self-reinforcing.
If Educators, can increase students’ motivation and attitude towards reading, students’

achievement in reading may also increase.
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METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this research project was to design, develop, implement and
determine if the use of book trailer videos helped to increase aesthetic reading among
males in fourth and fifth grade. The researcher designed, developed and implemented
book trailer videos on books that are targeted towards males in grades four and five. The
book trailer videos intent was to help engage the male students and motivate them to read
aesthetically.

Research Methodology

The research approach used to answer the research question of the project was an
applied, action research approach. Applied, action research approach refers to a specific
type of qualitative research and is used when the research can inform human decision-
making about practical problems. Applied, action research involves addressing problems
and implementing a plan to solve the problem within the researcher’s immediate work
environment.

The video design process followed the ADDIE model of instructional design (i.e.,
Analysis, Design, Development, Implementation, and Evaluation). The researcher
gathered data through various types of research and implemented them into making book
trailer videos to promote aesthetic reading among fourth and fifth grade boys.

The research site was a private Christian school in Niagara Falls, New York. The
sample consisted of fourth and fifth grade students from the school.

Design Process
The first part of the design process required the use of brainstorming and

gathering information on what types of books are aimed towards boys in the fourth and
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fifth grade levels. In order to organize this information a concept map was be created.
The researcher drew the concept map by hand. The concept map organized the books
targeted to fourth and fifth grade boys by genre.

Once the books were grouped together by genre, the researcher then chose five
books. Each book was chosen from a different genre group. The concept map can be
seen in Appendix A. Once the books were chosen, the researcher started to design the
book trailer videos using storyboards. The storyboards can be seen in Appendix B.

A literature review was conducted in order to identify what the peer-reviewed
research community had to say about males and reading aesthetically. The targeted grade
level for the literature review component was fourth to fifth grade.

Design Principles Applied

Design principles were used to help ensure the students’ were focused and to
increase attention. Many design principles were used while creating the book trailer
videos.

The design principles used are related to the term cognitive load, which “refers to
the mental load or stress placed on the working memory based on intrinsic and extrinsic
factors that need to be managed during the learning process” (Winslow, Dickerson, &
Lee, 2012, p.311). The researcher used design principles when creating the book trailer
videos as to not overload the students’ cognitive load.

The following design principles were used when creating the book trailer videos:
text design, layout approaches, space, balance, proximity, contrast, repetition, and the

center of focus. Text design used a sans serif and serif fonts within the book trailer

22



USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING

videos. Serif fonts were used for the credits. Sans serif fonts were used throughout the
book trailer videos.

The layout of the book trailer videos promotes a common user-reading pattern of
North America from left to right, top to bottom. This type of layout is what students
typically see when watching a video.

The design principle of negative and positive space was used when creating the
book trailer videos. The positive space consisted of text and graphics. Negative (empty)
space surrounded the text and graphics as to not overwhelm the students.

The researcher used balance when creating the book trailer videos. Each scene in
the videos was symmetrical. The text and graphics were carefully placed in order to
create balance. Proximity was used when placing text and graphics within the videos.

Color was used in connection with contrast. The research chose colors for the
background and text, which were easy for the students to read. The researcher did not
want the students to strain their eyes while trying to read the text in the videos.

The researcher used repetition while creating the book trailer videos. For
example, in the video, when text appeared on the screen the background was always the
same color, the text was always the same color and the font and font size were the same.
When repetition was used, the students could focus on the video and not be distracted by
changing colors or fonts.

Each video had a center of focus. During the videos, the center of focus ranged

from a graphic to text. It is important for the student to be engaged in the video.
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Learning Objectives of the Product

The main learning objectives of the book trailer videos are as follows: (1) By
utilizing the book trailer videos in fourth and fifth grade, students should be able to
communicate meaning through watching a digital movie, analyze the mood of a book and
reflect on the mood in music, (2) After watching the book trailer videos, the students
should be able to summarize the story and identify the “tone” of the story.
Learning Standards

The New York State Learning Standards that are addressed in this project are
presented in Appendix C.
Pre-requisite Knowledge

Before using the researcher’s product effectively, the students should have basic
computer skills. The students will need to know how to turn on a computer, find and
open the book trailer videos located in the folder on the desktop, or how to insert the
DVD into the computer. The students will need to know how to use Windows Movie
Player or QuickTime to view the videos, depending on the operating system the
computers have.
Pre-assessment Process

Prior to viewing the book trailer videos, the researcher gave the students copies of
the front and back covers of the five chosen books for the students to read. The
researcher then administered a Likert Scale questionnaire consisting of 15 questions. The
questions pertained to their views on reading, motivation, reading interests and likeliness
they would read any of the books presented to them. This Likert Scale questionnaire is

presented in Appendix D. The book handouts are presented in Appendix E.
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Development Process

The development of the book trailer videos required multiple steps. First, the
researcher read the five chosen books. Second, the researcher created storyboards for the
five book trailer videos using Microsoft Excel. The researcher inserted images of what
would be seen on the screen. The researcher then added text to the storyboard to show
what the students would read on the screen. Next, the researcher searched for and
downloaded background music for the videos. The researcher added the titles of the
music into the storyboard. Then, the researcher determined the duration of each picture
and the text. Next, the researcher constructed multiple images for each book that showed
different sections of the stories. The images were loaded into iMovie. Text, background
music, and narration were added. When completed, the videos were exported using
QuickTime. The videos were then placed in iDVD, where the researcher made a DVD
with a main menu, which had links leading to each of the five book trailer videos.
Design and Development Tools

The design and development of the book trailer videos required multiple steps.
First and foremost, the book trailer videos must follow the NYS Standards and Common
Core standards. The researcher chose five books, which were aimed towards fourth and
fifth grade boys, and compiled with NY'S standards and Common Core standards

The design and development tools, used during the construction of the videos

consisted of a concept map, storyboards, an Apple computer, iMovie, and iDVDs.
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Evaluation Plan

The evaluation for the effectiveness of book trailer videos took place at a local
private Christian school. The three students in the fourth and fifth grade class were asked
to watch and evaluate the videos.

Prior to watching the book trailer videos, the researcher passed out handouts of
the covers and backs to the books and asked the students to read them. The students then
filled out the Likert scale with questions pertaining to their views on reading, motivation,
reading interests and likeliness they would read any of the books presented to them.

The students were then shown the five book trailer videos. Following the videos,
the students filled out the same Likert scale questionnaire to see if their answers/opinions
changed due to watching the book trailer videos. The Likert scale questionnaire is
presented in Appendix D.

In the next section, the results of the Likert Scale questionnaires will be analyzed

and displayed using descriptive statistics, such as means and standard deviations.
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RESULTS

Results of the Project

A DVD was created consisting of 5 book trailer videos, which were created in
iMovie. The duration of the videos ranged from 1.5 minutes to 4.5 minutes. Each video
gave the viewer a visual on what each book was about.

The first book trailer video created was based on The Original Adventures of
Hank the Cowdog, which was set to spy background music. The video was in first person
as narrated through Hank the Cowdog’s point of view. Hank was the Head of Ranch
Security. Along with his friend Drover, they kept the ranch safe until chickens began to
get murdered and the rancher thought Hank was the killer. Then, Hank decided to leave
the ranch and become an outlaw. While being an outlaw, Hank ran into his greatest
enemy, the coyotes. Would Hank survive his run in with his greatest enemy? The video
left the reader on a cliffhanger, which was intended to entice the student to read the book.

The second book trailer video created was based on Shipwreck, which was set to
adventurous background music. Six kids were sent to work on a ship for various reasons.
These inexperienced sailors were tested when a storm suddenly hit. After the adults
disappeared, the kids had to learn how to survive on the ship, by working together until
tragedy struck. Who would survive? The video left students on a cliffhanger, which was
intended to entice the student to read the book.

The third book trailer video created was based on Bud, Not Buddy, which was set
to jazz background music and took place in the 1930’s during the Great Depression. Bud
was an orphan, since his mother died when he was 6. At the age of 10, he was determined

to find his father whom he believed to be Herman E. Calloway, leader of the Dusky
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Devastators of the Depression. Bud was determined to walk from Flint, Michigan to
Grand Rapids Michigan to meet his father. Bud had to overcome many fears in order to
reach his father.

The fourth book trailer video created was based on Frindle, which was set to thrill
seeking music. Nick Allen was a student who liked to keep teachers on their toes while
avoiding homework, until he met Mrs. Granger. Nick’s plot to waste time backfired on
him and was forced to learn how words end up in the dictionary. With this new
knowledge, Nick came up with his greatest scheme, the “Frindle”. Despite Mrs. Granger
and administrative interference, everyone began using the word, “Frindle”. It became an
obsession across the country making his word a household word.

Finally, the fifth book trailer video created was based on Reality Leak, which was
set to suspenseful music. Bryan’s life was suddenly changed when Acme, Inc. arrived in
his town. Bizarre things began to happen and Bryan was determined to find out Acme’s
secrets. Along with Spot, a girl who acts like a dog, Bryan began working at Acme in
order to reveal their secrets. Would Bryan and Spot save their town from Acme, Inc.
before was too late? This video left the students on a cliffhanger, which was intended to
entice the student to read the book.

The finished product consisted of five book trailer videos. The book trailer videos
were created using iMovie. Each movie was approximately five minutes in duration,
with images, text, narration and background music. The books were chosen based on
grade level and gender of the targeted students; in this project the targeted students were
males in grades four and five. The finished product was a DVD. When inserted into a

DVD player or inserted into a computer, the menu had an alternating teal and lime green

28



USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING

background. “Book Trailer Videos” was written at the top and center of the screen. At
the bottom of the screen were links to each of the book trailer videos. There was a
picture of the books in the center of the screen. The background music was the default
iMovie music.

The only difference between the anticipated product and the actual product was
the video durations. The video durations ranged from 1.5 minutes to 4.5 minutes.

Results of the Evaluation

Below are the results of the evaluation. The sample size was three, male students.

Table 1 below shows the average score of the Likert Scale Questionnaire before
the students watched the book trailer videos, the average score of the Likert Scale
Questionnaire after the students watched the book trailer videos, and the standard
deviations of both averages of before and after watching the videos. In general, the
results show that the average mean for the book trailer videos show no major difference
between the average score on the Likert Scale from before and after watching the book
trailer videos.

When looking at the students’ opinions on reading and motivation, the average
scores on the Likert Scale from before and after watching the videos either stayed the
same or increased.

Table 1-- Results of Likert Scale Questionnaire

Question Mean Score Standard Mean Score Standard
Before Videos Deviation After Videos Deviation
Reading a book 3.3 0.58 3.0 1.0
is something |
like to do.
My friends 4.0 1.0 4.0 1.0
think I am a
good reader.
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I think 1 am a 3.3 1.15 3.7 1.52
good reader.

When someone 2.7 0.58 3.0 0.0
gives me a
book for a

present | am

very happy.

I tell my friends 3.7 0.58 4.0 1.0
about good
books | read.

People who 3.0 1.0 3.3 0.58
read a lot are
very
interesting.

| worry about 1.3 0.58 1.3 0.58
what other kids
think about my

reading.
Knowing how 5.0 0.0 5.0 0.0
to read is very
important.
| think reading 2.7 0.58 3.7 1.15

is a boring way
to spend time.

Reading is very 3.7 0.58 4.0 1.0
easy for me.

How likely are 4.3 0.58 3.7 1.53
you to read The
Original
Adventures of
Hank the
Cowdog?

How likely are 4.7 0.58 4.3 0.58
you to read
Shipwreck?

How likely are 3.3 1.53 4.0 0.0

you to read
Bud, Not
Buddy?

How likely are 5.3 1.55 5.3 1.55
you to read
Frindle?

How likely are 2.3 1.15 2.3 0.58
you to read
Reality Leak?
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The table on the following pages show the comments of the evaluators of the
book trailer videos. One evaluator is a principal of a local private Christian school; the
second evaluator was a long-term substitute teacher in Niagara Falls, New York.

In general, the comments show that the teacher and Principal both liked the book
trailer videos. The evaluators both enjoyed the speed of the videos, the background
music, and text and/or narration. Both evaluators agree, the use of book trailer videos in
the classroom is a way to interest students in reading books. Some recommendations
from the evaluators include leaving the text on the screen longer for slower readers, cut
down on the transition duration (have the text show up sooner), and to be aware of colors,
movement and brightness as to not cause seizures in students who have epilepsy.
Overall, the evaluators enjoyed the book trailer videos and found them to be useful in the
classroom.

Open Ended Evaluation Questions
Question: What are the pluses of the book trailer video (experience)?

Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: The music and live voice made this trailer different added
to real pictures. | like that the video opens with a photo album and a sepia picture.
Along with the jazz background music, you can sense that you are going to be taken back
in time even before the narration begins.

| also like the narration. The narrators voice is clear, slow and easy to understand.

Frindle: Iliked the opening of the video with the world spinning and “Frindle”.
This let me know the title of the book and it caught my attention because it let me know
the video was going to begin. 1 also liked it because it reminded me of before a movie

was going to begin. Ialso liked that the text was on the screen long enough for slower
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readers to be able to read it. | like the graphics/pictures that were used. To someone who
has not read the book they look like random pictures and may seem funny, which may
interest the students to read. Once you’ve read the book, all of the graphics/pictures
make sense because they are actual events in the story.

The graphics were great and the music was along with it will keep them reading to find
out what the book is about.

Hank the Cowdog: | liked how she took the book and turned it into a mystery/spy
video. | also like the use of graphics. Some of them were funny and others showed the
viewer what Hank does for his job.
| love that this movie was fast and had a twist to direction of the story. The pictures were
colorful and I like the music, which would catch the attention of children.

Reality Leak: 1 liked the suspenseful music, it draws you in, along with the text.
The video leaves you with a feeling of “Oh-no, what’s going to happen?” I also like the
use of graphics in the video. The video says that bizarre things begin to happen and it
leaves the viewer with “What kind of things?” That’s when the graphics, which are
funny, show, along with a brief description of what is happening. These graphics break
away from the serious/suspenseful nature of the video,. Once the graphics are finished
the video returns back to suspenseful, which helps to draw the viewer back in.

This was a great video. It definitely will make students want to read the story to find out
what happens.

Shipwreck: 1 liked that the video started out with who the story was about, then
went to questions to make the students think what would they do and how would they

feel if they were in the same situation and then the video goes back to the kids on the boat

32



USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING

(putting names and faces to the characters) and then leaves the students with a question of
life or death. The video leaves the students “hanging” so they will want to read the book
to find out what happens to the kids on the ship.

This book trailer will probably captivate the students’ attention to intrigue them to want
to read the book. They can also visualize what the characters look like and get an idea of
the story line.

Question: What did you like the most?

Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: | like the use of actual pictures taken during the Great
Depression. These photographs show the students what it was really like in the 1930’s.

| liked the music choice along with the live voice to go along with the pictures. It will
keep the attention of the viewers.

Frindle: 1 liked the background music. It went along great with the speed of the
video and helped to draw me in. | also like the choice of graphics and pictures.
| like that some of the pictures were taken directly from the book. 1 also liked the
graphics, music, and the pictures.

Hank the Cowdog: 1 liked that the speed of the pictures matched the speed of the
music; some pictures showed quickly with the quick beats of the music, and when a note
was held longer, that picture shown just as long.
| liked the music and the fast pace of the clips.

Reality Leak: 1 like the use of text in this video. | like the background used along
with the background music, which makes the video seem a little eerie. 1 liked how it

went from suspenseful to humorous pictures to grab the attention of the viewers.
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Shipwreck: 1 liked the adventurous background music and that the video leaves
the students hanging to stimulate them to want to read and find out what happens to the
kids. The questions that lead to the suspense of the story.

Question: In your view, how might the book trailer videos be used in the classroom (or
School)?

Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: This book trailer can be used to promote reading Bud, Not
Buddy, and it can also be used in a unit on the Depression to show pictures from that era,
the music that was popular, and give them an idea of what it was like for orphan children
at that time.

| think the book trailer videos are a great way for schools to use to encourage their
students to read many books and also a wide variety of books. By viewing visually and
hearing music, voice, etc. it brings the book to life. This can only increase a students
desire to want to read and find out what happens in the books.

Frindle: The back cover of Frindle explains what the story is about, Nick
creating a new word for “pen,” big deal. What it does not tell you is all the crazy things
that happen once he changes the name of a pen to a frindle. | think this video can be
used to interest students in a book that may not seem so interesting from just the cover
and writing on the back. The book trailer brings the book to life more than the back of a
book.

They could be used weekly or monthly to feature different types of books to encourage
the students to read a variety of books.

Hank the Cowdog: The back of Hank the Cowdog book was written well. So in

this case, | would use the video to promote the book.
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To encourage students to read the series.

Reality Leak: This video could be used around Halloween time, when the
students are looking for eerie books. The use of this suspense/eerie video could interest
the students into reading a book they normally wouldn’t.

Classroom teachers or schools/libraries could use the trailer to encourage students to
check out what the books are about and they are much more captivating than the back of
a book. This will increase the desire to read more.

Shipwreck: Often times, the back cover of a book is not very interesting. When
the students can see a visual of what the book is about, they may be more likely to read it.
To encourage children to read books that they may not normally choose.

Question: What are some concerns that you might have about the book trailer videos?
Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: | do not have any concerns.
No concerns.

Frindle: It takes a little while for the text to show up on the screen.

Be careful with the colors (brightness) and movement of the pictures for students who
have seizures. Although, teachers should be aware of students who have this disorder.

Hank the Cowdog: The text is not on the screen for a long time. It may be
difficult for slow readers to read everything in the video. With the technology we have,
the viewer can pause the video or re-play it as many times as needed to be able to read
the text.

For slower readers (rate of reading), it may move too fast. However, they could replay it.

Reality Leak: | do not have any concerns. None.
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Shipwreck: 1 do not have any concerns. None.
Question: What did you like least about the book trailer videos?
Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: Nothing. Nothing.

Frindle: Nothing. Nothing.

Hank the Cowdog: Nothing, | thought it was engaging. Nothing.

Reality Leak: Nothing. Nothing.

Shipwreck: Nothing. Nothing.
Question: How might the book trailer videos be improved?
Responses: Bud, Not Buddy: I think it is fine the way it is.
I think the book trailer videos were fantastic. I wouldn’t change a thing. I liked how they
were all very different and captivating.

Frindle: The only thing I would change is to try and have the text show up
quicker on the screen.
The book trailer video was great! No improvements.

Hank the Cowdog: | would try to slow down the text on the screen to give slower
readers more time to read.
It was great! No changes.

Reality Leak: One recommendation | have is to try and cut down the amount of
time between when the “fog” appears and when the text appears.
| think it was good the way it is.

Shipwreck: 1think the video is great as is.
It was difficult to watch due to buffering. It would be easier if it were easier to view,

may have been my Internet connection.
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DISCUSSION
Summary

Research has shown that number of males who read for aesthetic purposes is far
below the number of females who read for aesthetic purposes. Based on this problem,
the research question of how might the design, development, and implementation of book
trailer videos to help increase aesthetic reading among males in grades four and five?
This project focused on the design, development, implementation and evaluation of book
trailer videos to help increase aesthetic reading among males in fourth and fifth grade.

The finished project includes five book trailer videos based on books at the fourth
and fifth grade level, which are targeted towards males, which will assist in promoting
aesthetic reading among males who are in fourth and fifth grade. The implementation of
the book trailer videos was completed at a local, private, Christian school.

The results show there is little difference in attitudes regarding the chosen books
between before and after watching the book trailer videos. Although, the average scores
regarding the students’ opinions on reading, the importance of reading and reading
motivation, increased after watching the book trailer videos.

Pluses and Potentials

One plus of working on this project is that the researcher was able to learn more
about using iMovie and what the program offers it’s users. iMovie is user friendly, and
the most novice user will find it easy to navigate and create videos.

Another plus includes being able to implement the product in the classroom.
When sharing the videos with the students, the researcher was able to receive live

feedback from the students during my presentation. This helped the researcher know
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which aspects of the book trailer videos were effective and which were not. Although the
students at a private, Christian school may not represent the diversity found in public
schools, the researcher was able to see what was effective among this particular
population of students.

One potential for using book trailer videos is to introduce a new book that will be
read in class. The teacher can show the book trailer video the day before (s)he plans on
beginning the new book with the class. This may help to interest the students in the
book, which may, in turn, increase participation and attention while reading. The book
trailer videos can be used with males and female students.

Another potential for using book trailer videos could be to have the students
create their own videos in place of writing book reports. This is a creative way for the
students to express their creativity and individuality instead of the typical answering of
questions on a piece of paper.

Concerns/Difficulties

One concern the researcher has regarding the project is the length of time it took
to create each video. Although iMovie is relatively easy to use, there are some kinks in
the software. This makes it difficult to complete videos in an appropriate amount of time.

One difficulty the researcher faced was once a video was completed, the pictures
in the video stopped working; the video would either show a black screen or another
picture that was not placed in that section. The researcher tried exporting the pictures
into different picture formats, changing the name of the pictures and location. The

researcher tried deleting the pictures, re-downloading them and then re-inserting them
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into iMovie, which also did not work. The researcher researched the problem online,
only to find this is a common problem and there is no known solution.

Finally, the researcher created a new video, and inserted the same pictures as the
previous video, which had not worked. In the new video the pictures worked. This did
not make any sense to the researcher.

Lessons Learned

The first lesson the researcher learned is it takes a great amount of time to create
book trailer videos. First, you have to read the book before creating the videos. After
reading the books you need to think about how you are going to present the book without
giving away what happens. At the same time, you have to give the viewers enough
information about the book to grab their interest.

You also need to think of the way you want to present the video to your viewers.
For example, what will the tone of the video be? Will you leave them on a cliffhanger or
invite them to join the adventure? What kind of background music is appropriate for
each video? Will you use text, narration or both? What kind of images will you use?
Will they be images from the book, Internet, or a combination? Will you add video clips
to the book trailer video? There were more questions the researcher needed to answer
before beginning the videos than anticipated.

Another lesson the researcher learned is that although the book trailer videos did
not make a major difference in attitudes among whether the students wanted to read the
presented books, the students enjoyed viewing the videos. The students the researcher

presented the videos to watched the videos, commented on the background music,
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pictures, narration and transitions. One of the students asked the researcher to teach him
how to create videos like the ones presented to them.
Recommendations

If the researcher had to complete this project again there are a couple steps |
would do differently. The first thing the researcher would do differently is to contact all
the schools in the district that she substitute teaches at. The researcher contacted the
school she substitute teaches at the most and asked if she could work with their students
and present the project to them. Two days before the researcher was to present her
project, the principal backed out and told her she could no longer present my project. He
said the Likert Scale questionnaire was too similar to a test and the students’ parents are
“up in arms” over state testing and did not want to add another “test-like” experience to
the students’ day. This left the researcher with only the private, Christian school to test
the project.

The researcher’s advice to anyone who may conduct similar research, or is using a
survey/questionnaire in their project is to contact as many schools as possible. Also, to
be aware that due to state testing, the Principal, teacher and/or administrative team may
give you difficulties in presenting your project.

Questions for Further Study

Based on the results of this study, another research question that might be worth
pursuing would be as follows: “Does teaching students how to create book trailer videos
interest the students in reading books and creating their own videos about the book?”
The researcher feels this is a good question because by having students create book trailer

videos, students would not have to complete the typical book review. Many students love
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to create hands-on products. Allowing students to create book trailer videos may be a
way of motivating the students to read.
Logical Next Step

If the researcher was to continue working on this project, the next logical step
would be to return back to the school and find out if any of the students read the books
they said they were interested in. If the students had not read the books they said they
were interested in reading, the researcher would remind the students of the books and

encourage them to visit their library to read them.
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Appendix A. Concept Maps

Concept Map for Graphic Novels and Biographies

DY %;\%\n with AncN Mac: The Life Ofﬂo{
Vo, e

et k Ph(ﬂbb'u)mpw
l{\\%{?‘@f ghpcKlen
L e

’ (

HOT Hurley: Grapnic Novels and
P :  oh
wﬁmd«mvr e | Biogophic AnzingLife 0F
Mcfuings, Dan Moe 6&1
Scholar, €
(

Podr 7&")Kt
TG

Fronke hikie ond

o mL\LSdP(g—d o
. Frankie n

UBINKIDIL ﬂ\ae Pinekun:

%{%\gﬁr W;gﬂT,ﬁY IC
Kaon |

minHer, Sc
AWrioKe W
T2

o ?)R)WTS How they

nvngd o Aplane
Teedmon KUSSeIl

Edionund R0ry - Firstohe Top

‘ Elsh, Dan
I | Jim Abboor )

Stewart, Mark

£ SUrv)vw}él Hitler: A Py oz
k\%& ‘e:'\e = D“{Cmen o
b viarr
0 Tower of Trasure §hy\h§mgg
u%%% C on T, Seett {100 Do e Celorado: The Sty of Jin
\g&\e eyl Wesloy Poell, e I)\e Armed Empluner
WL‘,&Z\(U -n K‘)\\’ Wb)({)_hK ()

QTR
j \Cn e Mory Kides of Pl Kevere,
MJ. m‘(, %ks(p@()m bj@’ [ﬂbm i |




USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING 45

Concept Map for Humor and Historical Fiction
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Concept Map for Non-Fiction and Adventure
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Concept Map for Sci-Fi/Fantasy and Animals
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Concept Map for Sports and Mystery
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Appendix B. Storyboards

The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog by John R. Erikson
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D.20|Picture of chickens on a ranch WAoww: Sey
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1 00|Pcture of a coyote. Mova: Sgy
1 00|Pcture of 3 racoon Mowe: Soy
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1 00|Pcture of Hank and Drower Moww: Sevy

53



USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING
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Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
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Island Book One: Shipwreck by Gordon Korman
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Frindle by Andrew Clements
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Appendix C. NYS Standards
The following is a list of New York State Technology Learning Standards for Teachers
addressed in this project:
Standard I: Knowledge of Students and Student Learning
Element 1.6:
Teachers demonstrate knowledge and understanding of technological and information
literacy and how they affect student learning.
Performance Indicators:
1. Teachers use technological tools and a variety of communication strategies to
engage each student.
2. Teachers assist students to become knowledgeable and critical consumers and
users of quality information.

Standard I1: Knowledge of Content and Instructional Planning
Element 11.3:

Teachers use a broad range of instructional strategies to make subject matter accessible.
Performance Indicators:
1. Teachers design instruction that reflects the multiple experiences, strengths, and
learning needs of students.
2. Teachers adapt instruction in response to various levels of student understanding.
3. Teachers create opportunities for students to engage in self-directed learning.
Standard Il1: Instructional Practice
Teachers implement instruction that engages and challenges all students to meet or
exceed the learning standards.

Element I11.1;
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Teachers use research-based practices and evidence of student learning to provide
developmentally appropriate and standards-driven instruction that motivates and
engages students in learning.
Performance indicators:
1. Teachers align instruction to standards.
2. Teachers implement instruction proven to be effective in prior
research.
3. Students are actively and cognitively engaged through teacher
facilitation of student-to-student and student-to-teacher interactions.
Element 111.6:
Teachers monitor and assess student progress, seek and provide feedback, and adapt
instruction to student needs.
Performance Indicators:
1. Teachers seek and provide feedback during and after instruction.
Standard 1V: Learning Environment
Teachers work with all students to create a dynamic learning environment that supports
achievement and growth.
Element 1V.2:
Teachers create an intellectually challenging and stimulating learning environment.
Performance Indicators:
1. Teachers motivate students to initiate their own learning and strive to achieve
challenging learning goals.

2. Teachers promote students’ curiosity and enthusiasm for learning.
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3. Students are actively engaged in learning.
4. Students openly express their ideas.
5. Students show pride in their work and accomplishments.
Element IV.3:
Teachers manage the learning environment for the effective operation of the
classroom.

Performance Indicators:

1. Teachers establish, communicate, and maintain clear standards and expectations
for student behavior.

2. Teachers develop, implement, and adapt routines and procedures to manage
activities and transitions.

3. Teachers facilitate instructional groupings to maximize student participation,
cooperation, and learning.

4. Students exhibit respectful classroom interactions.

Element IV .4:
Teachers organize and utilize available resources (e.g., physical space, time, people,
technology) to create a safe and productive learning environment.

Performance Indicators:

1. Teachers arrange and adapt the physical environment to accommodate individual
and group learning needs and to celebrate student accomplishments.
2. Teachers ensure that all students have equitable access to available resources and

technologies.
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3. Teachers know and implement policies and procedures to ensure student safety.

Standard V: Assessment for Student Learning
Teachers use multiple measures to assess and document student growth, evaluate
instructional effectiveness, and modify instruction.

Element V.1:
Teachers design, select, and use a range of assessment tools and processes to measure
and document student learning and growth.
Performance Indicators:
1. Teachers use appropriate diagnostic and ongoing assessment to establish learning

goals and inform instruction.
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Appendix D. Likert Scale Questionnaire

Number:

Date:
Gender: M
lamin 4th

Please circle the number that best shows your feelings towards the question being asked.

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

Question 4

Question 5

Question 6

Question 7

F

S5th Grade

Reading a book is something | like to do.
1 2 3 - 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

My friends think | am a good reader.
1 2 3 - 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

| think 1 am a good reader.
1 2 3 - 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

When someone gives me a book for a present | am very happy.
1 2 3 < 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

| tell my friends about good books | read.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

People who read a lot are very interesting.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree  Agree Strongly

| worry about what other kids think about my reading.
1 2 3 - 5

80



USING BOOK TRAILER VIDEOS TO HELP INCREASE AESTHETIC READING

Question 8

Question 9

Question 10

Question 11

Question 12

Question 13

Question 14

Question 15

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral

Agree
Knowing how to read is very important.

1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree

| think reading is a boring way to spend time.
1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree

Reading is very easy for me.
1 2 ] 4
Strongly Disagree Disagree  Neutral Agree

Agree Strongly

5
Agree Strongly

5
Agree Strongly

5
Agree Strongly

How likely are you to read The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog?

1 2 3 4
Will Not Read It Not Likely Neutral Likely

How likely are you to read Shipwreck?
1 2 3 4
Will Not Read It Not Likely Neutral Likely

How likely are you to read Bud, Not Buddy?
1 2 3 <
Will Not Read It Not Likely Neutral Likely

How likely are you to read Frindle?
1 2 3 4
Will Not Read it Not Likely Neutral Likely

How likely are you to read Reality Leak?
1 2 3 4
Will Not Read It Not Likely Neutral Likely

5
Very Likely

5
Very Likely

5
Very Likely

5
Very Likely

5
Very Likely

6
Already Read It

6
Already Read It

6
Already Read It

6
Already Read It

6
Already Read It
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Appendix E. Book Handouts

B7 The Original
ME cownu . Adventures

X
A /} . of Hank
w _ the Cowdog

It's a tough job,
but somebody's goi to do it.

Guts, glory, danger, and sacrifice are all in a day's work for Hank the

Cowdog, Head of Ranch Security. While investigating a vicious

murder on his ranch, Hank finds himself the number one suspect.
Resigning in a fit of despair, he heads for the hills to become an
outlaw, and a band of ruthless coyotes is happy to teach him the
trade. Or are they? They seem to be on his side . . . until they unveil
their plan for a raid on Hank's ranch! Hank knows he can't beat
them—will he be forced to join them?

- “The best family entertainment in years.” —USA Today

Cove latration copyright © Goal L. Holmes, 1999

SBN 0-14-130377-8
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GORDON
BOOK ONE:

MSCHOLASTIC

KORMAN
SHIPWRECK

6 Kids.

Shipwre
esert Islaml.

. Will, Lyssa, Charla, and lan
They didn't want to be on the boat in the first place. They didn't
want to be stuck at sea with a bunch of ' hen you're
in the middle of the P
V-'L‘,ﬁn Q ?Er”"‘y‘f”g storm "“C:fi"fv no V-'O)' to fUl'V prepurl.‘

It's all about survival.
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"FROM THE NATIONAL BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF A WEEK IN THE WOODS |
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