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CURRENT POSITION 

Global Fellow and Visiting Assistant Professor, UCLA International Institute (Fall 2003-present)   

DOCTORAL THESIS 

Toward a Unified Theory of Choice:  Case Studies in Dietary Preference.   
Dissertation Supervisor: Ted Bergstrom, Economics, University of California, Santa Barbara 
 Phone:  (805) 893-3744  e-mail:  tedb@econ.ucsb.edu 

EDUCATION 

University of California, Santa Barbara.  Ph.D., Economics. (September 2002) 

Experimental Science Laboratory, University of Arizona.  Participant, Visiting Graduate Student Workshop in 
Experimental Economics, Tucson, Arizona. (1999) 

University of California, Santa Barbara.  M.A., Economics. (1997) 

Stanford University.  M.S., Civil and Environmental Engineering.  (1993) 

Stanford University.  B.A.S., Biological Sciences and Economics. (1990) 

RESEARCH PAPERS 

“A Theory of Natural Addiction,” (joint with A. Tasnádi), UCLA International Institute, Global Fellows 
Working Paper Series, December 2003.   

“The McDonald’s Equilibrium:  Advertising, Empty Calories, and the Endogenous Determination of Dietary 
Preferences,” forthcoming in Social Choice and Welfare.  (cited in Larry Samuelson’s “Information-Based 
Relative Consumption Effects,” forthcoming in Econometrica). 

“Obesity and Nature’s Thumbprint:  How Modern Waistlines Can Inform Economic Theory,” University of 
California, Santa Barbara Working Paper in Economics #18-02, August 23, 2002.  Revised April 2003.   

SEMINARS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

American Agricultural Economics Association, Food & Agricultural Marketing Policy Section [invited 
conference presentation] (March 2004) 

University of California, Los Angeles, Department of Economics [informal seminar] (February 2004) 

University of California, Santa Barbara, Department of Economics [invited seminar] (January 2004) 

University of California, Los Angeles, Global Fellows Program [department seminar] (November 2003) 

University of California, Los Angeles, Center for Behavior, Evolution and Culture [invited seminar] 
  (November 2003) 

Bonn Graduate School of Economics [informal seminar] (June 2003) 

Max Planck Institute for the Research into Common Goods, Bonn, Germany [invited seminar] (May 2003)  



CURRICULUM VITAE, CONT’D 
TRENTON G. SMITH 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

2 

 

SEMINARS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CONT’D  

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service  
[invited conference presentation; discussant Parke Wilde] (April 2003) 

Princeton University, Center for Health and Wellbeing [invited seminar] (February 2003) 

Bonn Graduate School of Economics [department seminar] (December 2002) 

77th Annual Conference of the Western Economic Association, Seattle, Washington  
[The McDonald’s Equilibrium; discussant Lynn Hunnicutt] (July 2002) 

77th Annual Conference of the Western Economic Association, Seattle, Washington  
[discussant for “Applied Microeconomics” session] (July 2002) 

University of California, Irvine, Department of Economics [invited seminar] (February 2002) 

California State University, Long Beach, Department of Economics [invited seminar] (February 2002) 

Economic Science Association North American Regional Meeting, Tucson, Arizona [Obesity and Nature’s 
Thumbprint; discussant John Dickhaut] (November 2001) 

University of California, Santa Barbara, Department of Economics [department seminar] (October 2001) 

16th Annual Congress of the European Economic Association, Lausanne, Switzerland (September 2001) 

5th Occasional California Workshop on Environmental and Resource Economics, University of California, 
Santa Barbara [moderator for “Experimental Economics” session] (May 2000) 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Global Fellow, UCLA International Institute (2003-2004) 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Bonn (2002-2003) 

Research Assistant with Professor Antonio Bento (2001) 

Research Assistant with Professor Charles Kolstad (1997-1998) 

Summer Intern, Resources for the Future, Washington, DC (1995) 

Referee for American Economic Review, Contemporary Economic Policy and Journal of Environmental 
Economics and Management 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Visiting Assistant Professor, “Economics of Advertising,” (interdisciplinary seminar for upper-division 
undergraduates), UCLA Department of Communications Studies (Spring 2004) 

Instructor, “Microeconomic Principles for Environmental Management,” (course for graduate students in the 
natural sciences), Bren School of Environmental Science and Management (Fall 2000) 

Discussion Leader, “The WTP/WTA Divergence:  Theory and Evidence,” (five week graduate seminar) 
   (Fall 1999) 

Teaching Assistant, Ph.D. Microeconomic Theory (4 quarters), Intermediate Microeconomics (8 quarters), 
Environmental Economics, Intermediate Macroeconomics, Principles of Microeconomics, Principles of 
Macroeconomics, Introduction to Probability and Statistics (1996-2002) 
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GRADUATE COURSEWORK 

UCSB:  Microeconomic Theory (Professors:  Rod Garratt, Clement Krouse, Cheng-Zhong Qin, John Marshall), 
Probability and Statistics (Professor:  Henning Bohn), Econometric Theory (Professors:  Jeff Grogger, Doug 
Steigerwald), Macroeconomic Theory (Professors:  Henning Bohn, David Kelley), Public Finance (Professors:  
Charlie Stuart, Ted Bergstrom, Jon Sonstelie) Natural Resources Economics (Professor:  Bob Deacon), 
Environmental Economics (Professor:  Charlie Kolstad), Game Theory (Professor:  Cheng-Zhong Qin), Search 
Theory (Professor:  John McCall), Industrial Organization (Professor:  Clement Krouse) 

Stanford University (Civil Engineering and Graduate School of Business):  Environmental Economics and 
Management (Professors:  Larry Goulder, Jeremy Bulow), Wastewater Treatment (Professors: Paul Roberts, 
Perry McCarty, Jim Leckie, Dunja Grbic-Galic), Air Pollution Control (Professor:  Lynn Hildeman) 

Stanford University (School of Medicine):  Biochemistry, Advanced Molecular Biology 

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, AND AWARDS 

Finalist, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars Program (2003) 
UCSB Special Graduate Division Dissertation Fellowship (2002) 
UCSB Graduate Student Travel Grant (2001) 
UC Regents Fellowship  (1996-2001) 

SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Economic Association, European Economic Association, Human Behavior and Evolution Society, 
Economic Science Association, Western Economic Association, American Association for the Advancement of 
Science 

PERSONAL 

U.S. Citizen; born January 15, 1968; married (Valeri), one daughter (Semolina, age 4½); five years experience 
in biotechnology and engineering consulting; registered Professional Engineer 1996-, State of Washington 

REFERENCES 

Ted Bergstrom, UCSB Economics, (805) 893-3744, tedb@econ.ucsb.edu 
Jack Hirshleifer, UCLA Economics, (310) 825-3044, hirshlei@econ.ucla.edu 
H.E. Frech, III, UCSB Economics, (805) 893-2124, frech@econ.ucsb.edu  
Georg Nöldeke, University of Bonn Economics, ++49 (228) 733926, georg.noldeke@wiwi.uni-bonn.de 
Ron Rogowski, UCLA Political Science, (310) 825-3902, rogowski@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu 


