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ABSTRACT

This monograph presents a five-module staff training
program used to improve the related service of transportation of
children with disabilities in Union County, North Carolina. Each
module takes from 4 to more than 8 hours of training and bus drivers
and transportation safety assistants with current certificates in all
five modules receive a special rating and salary bonus. The modules
cover: (1) introduction to exceptional children for bus drivers; (2)
special equipment/special reports; (3) transporting physically
handicapped students; (4) first aid/cardiopulmonary resuscitation;
and (5) current issues/public awareness. The following information is
included for each module: a list of module content and competencies;
required time; person certifying competence; renewal date for
certificate; and course materials (usually both print and videotape
recordings). Addresses of course material sources are attached as are
the standard county Student Transportation Card, the agenda of a
special bus drivers' meeting, and various handouts. (DB)
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. TRANSPORTATION - THE NEGLECTED RELATED ZERVICE

ORJECTIVE: To illustrate to other school systems how
the quality of the related service of transportation can be
improved with on-going staff development and the formation of
an organization for transportation providers.

NATURE OF PROGRAM: In 1975, P.L. 94-142 mandated that
transportation be listed as a related service. Yet years
later, little attention is generally paid to staff
development for transporters nor to including them in the
multi-disciplinary approach. From the frustration of
transporters came a request for information, support, and
recognition. :

To address these needs, the special transporters and
administrators of the Union County, North Carolina School
System have collaborated to develop a comprehensive staff
development program and an active Exceptional Children's Bus
Association. The training program consists of these modules:

Introduction to Excepticnal Children for Bus Drivers
Special Equipment/Special Reports

Transporting Physically Handicapped Students

. First Aid/Cardicpulmonary Resuscitaion

. Current Issues/Public Awareness

.

.
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Bus drivers and transportation safety assistants with current
certificates in each of the five modules receive a "five
star” rating and a bonus at the end of each school year.

The Union County Exceptional Children's Bus Association meets
on tha third Menday of each month. Their motto "Terrific
Transportation: A Special Ride with Special Pride" is printed
on their =isticnery. The group has sent representatives to
to the fcoillowing meetings: Unicon County Beoard of Education,
69th Convention of Council for Exceptional Children, North
Carclina Exceptional Children's Conference, and the 1st
National Conference and Exhibition on Transporting Students
with Disabilities.

Through involvement with the specialized training and tre
Exceptiona) Children's Bus Asscciation, our transporters have
achieved a sense of confidence in themselves and a sense of
support from the system. The result iz an upgraded quality
of the related service of transportation.

Appreciation is expressed to Dr. Nancy B. Davis,
superintendent of Union County Schools and to Mr. Jerry
Helms, Director of Transportation for their commitment to
this endeavor.
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MODULE 1

~

INTRODUCTION TO EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN FOR BUS DRIVERS

Content/Competencies:

1Y Characteristics of students with the following
conditions:

. mentally handicapped . visually impaired
. autistic . hearing impaired
. emotionally handicapped . traumatic brain
. other health impaired injured
2) Methods of meeting the transportation needs of these
students
Time: Six hours

Person Certifying: Exceptional Children's Program
Administrator

Renewal Date: Four years from date of certificate

Course Materials:

1) Individual Education Plan
2) Videotapes:
. "Epilepsy" - Source A

. "Special Planning for Special People: Autism" -
Source A

"Transporting the Mentally Hand." - Source B
. "Transporting the Emotionally Hand." - Source B
. "Walking Through the Storm" - Source C
. "I Can Do That" - Source D

WOtarting Over: Life After a Severe Head Injury" -
Source &

"Educating Exceptional Children Through Music® -
Source F

"Chronic Illness in the Classroom" - Source G
. Exerpts from National Training Network Series -
Source - H
"Seeing Tomorrow" - Source I
"Very Special Arts Festival" - Source 1
"In—5chool Scouting" - Source 1
"Special Olympics" - Source 1
3) Behav1or Modification Charts/Stickers

18




MODULE 2

SPECIAL ERUIPMENT/SPECIAL REPORTS

Content/Competencies:

1) Operation of radios

2) Verbal use of official "ten" signals, such as "10-
32" for "ambulance needed."

3) Use and care of fire extinguishers, dry ice, and
first aid kit

4) Operation of hydraulic lifts for physically
handicapped students

3) Map reading skills
6). Accurate completion of special..ed reports

a. Student Transportation Card
b. Handicapped passenger list - daily log

C. Detailed route description
d. Emergency procedures

Time: Four hours

Person Certifying: Director of Transportation

Renewal Date: Four years from date of certificate

Course Materials:

1) O0Official "Ten" Signals
2) Stugdent Transportation Card

3) Passenger List
4) Radios
S5) Fire Extinguishers/dry ice/first aid kits

6y Videotapes:

. "Introduction to Special Needs Bus'" - Source B
"Loading and Unloading Special Needs Bus" -
Source B




MCDULE 3

TRANSPORTING PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED STUDENTS

Content/Competencies:

1Y Medical causes and considerationz of physically
handicapped students

2) Use of equipment to secure wheelchairs and students
3y Techniques to transfer and lift students
4) Methods of evacuating a school bus

Time: Four hours

Persons Certifving: Physical Therapists, Occupational
Therapists

Renewal Date: Four years from date of certificate

Course Materials:

1) Booklet:

“Transferring and Lifting Children and fdolescents
-Home Instruction Sheets”

2) Videotapes:

. "Evacuating a School Bus" — Source A

. "Evacuating Special Needs Bus" - Source B

. ‘VTransporting the Physically Handicapped" -
Source B

~ BEST COPY AVAILABLE




MODULE 4

FIRST AID/CARDIOPULMAONARY RESUSCITATION

Content/Competencies:

1) Basics of first aid and rescue breathing
2) Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
Time: Eight houre

Person Certifying: American Red Cross Instructor

Renewal Date:

First Aid - Four years from date of certificate
CPR —~ One year from date of certificate

Course Materials:

1> Current American Red Cross publications

2) Current American Red Cross videotapes




MODULE 5

CURRENT ISSUES/PUBLIC AWARENESS

Content/Competencies:

1) Participation in Union County Exceptional Children's
Bus Organization

2) Current information through reading specialized
newsletters or participating in specialized
conferences

3) Evaluation of transportation program

4) Development of annual goals

35) Development of public speaking skills

6) Presentations to community, state. or national
groups

Time: Minimum of eight hours

Persons Certifvying: Officers of Exceptional Children's
Bus Organization

Renewal: One year from date of certificate

Materials:

1) Newsletters:

. Transporting Students with Disabilities - Source J
« 9chool Transportation News ~ Source ¥

2) GBuest speakers

*3) Conference information

. North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
Council for Exceptional Children
Conference on Transporting Students with
Disabilities

oo
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STUDENT TRANSPORTATION CARD
PROGRAMS FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
UNION COUNTY SCHOOLS, NORTH CAROLINA

Student's Name: e —————— Age: _________
Address: — __ e e Home Phones__________
Father's Work Phone: : Mother 's Work Phone:

Emergency Person:

————— . ———— ————— —————————— — o ————— - —— ——— ——— ———

Please check appropriate type of transportation required for your child:

e Walks to bus unassisted ____ Walks to bus, but needs assistance
——__ Requires a car seat ____ Requires special restraint ____ Wheelchair
———_ Other: (specify) _____ ____ ___ o _ :

Will student be met at the bus stop by an adult? ____VYes No

Name and addresses of persons nearby student's residence where student can be
taken by bus driver if parents are not home:

Name: __  Name: _ _ _ o e
Addresss ___ _ _ Address: ___ ___ _____ — _ __
Phone: __ _: Phone: _::__-__ _— — _:: _
Please check if any of the following applies to your child: ___Heart Disease
___Asthma ___Diabetes ___Chronic Respiratory Problems ___Blind ___Deaf
___Non-Verbal ___Bee Sting ___Hemophiliac ___Allergies—to what? . o

Seizures: How long does seizure last?
Action needed, if any _
Is your child on medication?____Yes
dosage, and when given?

How often do they occur?

_No; If yes, what medication, what

Family Doctor:
Doctor's Phone:

_ Address:

In the event of an emargency, the school will contact the parent as soon as
possible.

PARENT AGREEMENT:

If I cannot be contacted in the event of an
emergency demanding immediate medical attention,
I authorize school system personnel to obtain
such medical care and treatment for my child.
photograph
I agree to notify the bus driver in advance if of

my chiid will be absent for a doctor's appointment. student

I agree to have my child ready to board the bus
in the mornings. ’

I will notify the bus driver in advance if I will not
be home in the afternoon and my child is to be taken
to one of the homes listed at the top of this card.

Date: Parent/Guardian's Signature

DO NOT WRITE BELDW THIS LINE:

- —— . —————— — —— — — — —— — — —— —————— ————— —ry ———— e
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School buses provide the

United States with ren billion

: student rides annnally, — : re—
' CHOOE TRANSUURTATION.NEWS
You'll get the news first when you read SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION NEWS.
If you already have yourown personal subscription help your colleagues be more informed.
Give asubscription to your superintendent, akey school board member, or perhaps somcone
in you community who is concerned with school bus safety. STN is the monthly newspaper
that reports the fast pace of events in the field of school bus safety. STN is written to help
you stay on top of industry developments.
The cost fora personal one year subscription to SCHOOI, TRANSPORTATION NEWS can
be as low as $20. An addressed, postage-paid envelope is in the newspaper for your
convenience. Or you can FAX in your subscription to 310-379-7092.
STN 's Kditoriai Focus;
ubscription Offer
* School district STN S bS p O
transportation policies * SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION NEWS:S Save 28 % oft the cover price
* Revisions to stite school [:]YES.mu me an annuatsubsription 0 SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION NEWS (11 issues) fur unly $20.1 v e
bus standards 28% off the cover price (cuver priceis $2.50 per issuc®)
- Chiceh cnclosed: D S0 100 ! year D Si6tor e D S5O tue 3y
* 1 coch on the move Bill me and purchuse orders: D $24 for i yeur D S$40for2 ¥n. D SS8dfordans.
* Federal regulations Rame AL PRINTE ""'
School dinirict/Compuny/Association
* Speciaf needs legal Adilress Home 3 nusinenn O
dc\'clopr-ucnls Cuy/Statcllap -
S " Dare
* School bus association - — - - "
. a1l *(The base price lor an annusal pad subsceiption is $23 per year.)
annual meeting reports The folloning infomutionis needed 10+ Your subscAption uSCLIOOL TRANSPORTATION NEWS
P the follow ing g ganding yoortitle. postion ademployment
*School district conversions 1. Whichcategory best describes the primary business of your 2. \Yhich category best describes your title/pocitiun?
to contract operations schoul district, cumpany, agency or sswciation? {check one)  (check oaly one)
S A. Public & Privste Ncheols
* OEM developinents g;\ oot cherenorst Gt (DOL, BOT. acs g: s Hraertorean sopan vt Dueowe
QR Suic-side Uwericl ot Cualracisr Sos Anocration Q€ tMereysday Teane o Instiscior
D€ Specisl B Traaspifionsn  Associanoa. Adsuxaie Q0 Schoul Bus  MechamciManienansr
* Lawsalfecting the R s B e o o ety s e st
contract segment Do o i ene B a I e Tt
QN Orgameed  Labor O Sl Husrd Member
Q1 Iadesiry Cunsuitant
* State director’s Oz ome K Nehust Hus CuntscimrSepphiecssitgesBarimise
developments b et bees B i Vopee Nangemn
0 "3 e
* I'rom the Nation's Press or e Uaneiary nwenl  Hleen
QU dramn s et
€. SuppllerdManslaciurerilialecs L.a 4 tlaw + ALY
% 1° . haves emufesturer D¢ Leeawtie Dureator,  Other  SMassgement
* Key industry speeches B e ™" Gx onv. s r;-:.:::"s.::n
O Sehoul Bua. Chewsis Ocsler oc Ouninbetor 7T Uaen  Tesdeeship
* Railroad crossing safety. Allow 6-8 weeks for your subscaption (o begin. Fur Gy vener
) quicker service FAX your subription 1o 310:379-7052 3. Uuw ducy ynor flcet handle ity bus ouintenane needs:
* STy school bus road-c-0 B
calender -- an exclusive, R
Also, the winners! STT. 28ii0 s e e,
LASE iH:9985°%8 %
_}’&F;'R;{PUC!I._H% B Commumcatons . 10 s Thy
KAl RTATIGN DIRE Redundo Beach, CA 90277
%S{GV_ (i(f;s 55? 03 ! GA;?ZEQ Tel: ‘;I:/.\:;.::n(- AN 5 0.7 7002
e
Rlrsis NC 28119
- 15
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TRANSPORTING
Gtudents withTHisabilities

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT NATIONAL NEWS SERVICE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION TRANSPORTATION

History in Making: Everest & Jennings,
Invacare Meet with Student Transporters

Volume 3 Number 5
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The dialogue has begun! For the first
time, represengatlves of the nation's
largest wheelchair manufacturers and
school transportation officials met and
talked together about safe transporta-
tion of disabled students in wheelchairs.

The forum was the lst National Confer-
ence and Exhibition on Transporting
Students with Disabilities, held March
4-7 in Dallas, TX. Sponsors of the
meeting were the Editor and Publisher
of this newsletter.

While officials from both Everest & Jen-
nings and Invacare Corp. told the more
than 350 conferees present that they had
turned their backs on the issue in the
past, they both committed to address it.

Robert M. Smith, Director of Legal Af-
fairs for Everest & Jennings, vouched:

"I am here today to tell you this --

we cannot sit in a vacuum. We cannot

put our heads in the sand....We are going
to jump feet first into this area."

Pressed on the question of. wheire to
attach tie-downs to the chair frame,
Invacare Vice President James R. Thaler
told the group: "When we meet in July,
I'll have the answer." Both Smi:h anad
Thaler promised to keep the dialocue go-
ing, and a tentative meeting of Xev of-
ficials is set for this sumner.
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