








224



5. Procedures & Instrumen

A letter and/or verbal introduction and explanation have been presented to the college
President and Provost. The same materials will be presented to appropriatc school dcans,
administrators, heads of departments, and selected professors. The Dean of the School of
Education, , has been apprised in person as to the plan of the research project.

Research procedures will include a presentation before each selected class explaining the
study and a number coding system for anonymity and confidentiality. A four page questionnaire
has been designed to be administered in the classrooms. Approximately thirty minutes of time in
each classroom is needed in which to administer the survey. There will be pre-submission of the
questionnaire to a small panel of experts as well as a small off-campus sampling of four to six
students to try for greater internal consistency and reliability. The findings of the classroom
survey will be organized into variable, thematic, and interpretive categories for analysis and
interpretation. Most of the data, particularly the Likert scale sections, can be entered into
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences quantitative analysis with assistance from Professor
Mathew Mitchell for the design and statistical processes.

Focus questions for the two-postsurvey focus groups will be derived from student responses
to the previous classroom questionnaire. The focus group sessions will be tape-recorded for
transcription and collated for thematic content analysis and interpretation.

6. Potential Risks to Subjects

There are no known risks to the subjects. Holocaust and genocide can be disturbing and/or
controversial subjects for many people, and the researcher will try to provide a caring,
supportive, informative environment for discussion. She is an experienced facilitator in this
field, but if anything comes up as a result of the broaching of this subject, she will address it with
the assistance of the respective instructor or refer to appropriate campus counselling personnel.

7. inimization of Potential Risk

Since there is no known physical risk, the only potential risk is psychological discomfort. -
The facilitator will attempt to watch for and minimize any psychological discomfort by
explaining all procedures and criteria carefully, allowing adequate time for questions, briefing
professors on the need for seasitivity, and allowing students to decline participation at any time.

8. Potential Benefits to Subjects

There are no known benefits to the subjects, either monetarily, or academically, but the
researcher will describe the potential benefits to social, political, moral, and educational fields of
knowledge. There could be a potential altruistic benefit to the feeling of contributing to the
prevention of elimination of genocide and political conflict in the world and to thc development
of enhanced educational methods and approaches to such subjects. Some students may find the
sharing process informative, constructive, motivating, or cathartic.

9. Costs to Subjects

There are no known financial costs. The professors and students will have to give up at lcast
part of one class period in order to substitute this project and may be invited to contribute
additional time as necessary or personally desired.
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10. Reimbursements/Compensation to Subjects

At this time, there is no plan for reimbursements or compensations to subjects.

1. Confidentiality of Records

Confidentiality and anonymity will be assured by several different measures including use of

coded numbers for the classroom survey and pseudonym names for the recording and reporting

. of the focus group process. There does not appear to be a crucial element to maintaining
anonymity in this particular research, but in case students need this, the study will be designed to
provide it. Students will be informed that this is part of a doctoral dissertation which will be
published and available in the library, and that parts of it may be published in journals, as class
handouts, made public in some way, or referred to in other publications or contexts.
Questionnaire and recorded focus group materials will be carefully kept from other persons’
purview except for Ms. Hurwitz, her three faculty advisors, a hired or volunteer research
assistant, and the statistical reviewers.

Findings of thc project as a whole will be communicated to various educational and
professional entities, but with no personal or academic markers. The research report will be
designed so that professors, classrooms, departments, disciplines, programs, and the university
are not clearly identified.
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Appendix £
Sample IRBPHS Permission Letter for Deans

( Composed by C. Hurwitz, sent to the respective Dean, and returned
by Dean to the IRB Committee)

October 21, 2003

Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects
University of San Francisco

2130 Fulton Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

Dear Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the administration of the University of San Francisco, | am writing to
formally indicate my awareness of the research proposed by Ms. Carol Hurwitz, a doctoral
student of the School of Education at USF. I am aware that Ms. Hurwitz intends to conduct
her research by administering a written questionnaire on the subject of Holocaust and
genocide education to students in six or more undergraduate classes at USF and then
conducting two followup focus groups with 8 to 10 volunteer, self-selected students in a
library conference room. The latter will be audiotaped for research purposes.

I am the Dean of the School of _______ and am responsible for overseeing any
classroom research on students in this school. I give Ms. Hurwitz permission to conduct
her research in our school and in our classrooms, given that she obtains proper consent
from all supervising school deans, professors, and students.

If you have any questions or concerus, please feel free to call my office at ()

Sincerely,

Dean
University of San Francisco School of
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Appendix ¥

Sample Consent Letter for Professors

December 9, 2003

Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects
University of San Francisco

2130 Fulton Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

Dear Members of the Committee:

I am writing to formally indicate my awareness of the research proposed by Ms. Carol
Hurwitz, a doctoral student of the School of Education at the University of San Francisco. I
understand that Ms. Hurwitz intends to conduct her research by administering a written
questionnaire on the subject of Holocaust and genocide education to students in six or so
cross-disciplinary, undergraduate classes on campus in the Spring 2004 semester, and then
conducting two followup focus groups with 8 to 10 volunteer, self-selected students in a
library conference room. The latter will be audiotaped for research purposcs.

I am a professor in the Department/School and am responsible for
overseeing any research on students in my classrooms. I give Ms. Hurwitz permission to
conduct her research in my classrooms under my direct supervision. The specific class(es)
will be the following . She has obtained proper consent from the IRBPHS,
FERPA, Provost , and all supervising school deans. She will be asking students for
signed consents on the day she administers her questionnaire as well as when she conducts
the followup student focus groups.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call my office at (415) 422-—-- z

Sincerely,

Professor So and So
Department of



Appendix G
Carol Hurwitz % Dissertation Proposal & November, 2003

What Do American University Students Understand About Holocaust & Genocide?
A Case Study in a Private Catholic University

> t of lem

Human history is replete with brutalities and massacres of one people by another. The
last twenty years has seen a proliferation of Holocaust and genocide research seeking to
find causes and answers to such inhumane attitudes and behaviors. A major problem
facing Holocaust and genocide cducators at this time is lack of knowledge about the
current student population and the effects of previous and current Holocaust and genocide
education upon their level of understanding and subsequent moral development.
Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is the collection, collation, and interpretation of research data
on university students' {moral} undcrstanding of Holocaust and genocide.

Research Questions

1.) What do American university students understand about Holocaust and genocide?

2.) Where have students acquired their understanding: school, family, friends, or media?
3.) To what extent do students see Holocaust and genocide as {moral} issues which
pertain to themsclves?

4.) To what extent do they feel that current classes, teachers, and texts are effective in
teaching the understanding of this difficult subject?

5.) To what extent do students feel prepared to respond to this important issue when they
enter political and professional life as adults?

Theoretical Fr: rk

Interdisciplinary political, historical, sociological, philosophical, and psychological
theories provide the framework for establishing the field of Holocaust and genocide
education; educational theories such as Freireian pedagogy and critical theory place the
ultimate teaching/learning praxis, outcome, and evaluation of such issues in the creative
dialogue between educator and student as well as within classroom interpersonal
dynamics

Methodology of The Study
The research plan is the administration of a questionnaire in six or more undergraduate
class rooms at the University of San Francisco eliciting responses from around two
hundred students of both genders and mixed ethnicity between ages eighteen and twenty-
six. A post-survey focus group of eight to ten self-selected students will be convened
twice.

Significance of The Study
The findings of this study should assist university faculty, particularly in education and
the social sciences, to assess and evaluate whether their student population is effectively
acquiring an adequate {moral } understanding of Holocaust and genocide. The data may
help in constructing new and more effective Holocaust, genocide and human rights
educational programs, curriculae, and approaches.
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