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1. Introduction
The greatest for education is to meet the needs

of the society. The development of science and
technology has occupied the modern age and their
wonders are perceptible all round. Therefore, technical
education has a supreme importance in modern times.
The government of India Science Policy Resolution
in 1953 expressed that India’s enormous resources of
man power can only become an asset when modern
world will be trained and educated. According to the
draft 6th plan, ‘’The technical education system
represents the science and technology with specialised
laboratories, sophisticated instrumentation facilities
and more importantly teams of highly qualified
scientific and engineering personnel on their faculty.
These internal resources should be utilised not merely
towards technological self reliance but also to bring
about progressive improvement in the quality of
technical education.”
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Technical education in India has grown under the
pressure of necessity along various lines including
industrial, engineering and technological training.  The
later part of the 18th century was crucial period of
technical education. The education system of this
period was influenced by the policy of East India
Company. The importance of technical education was
realised still more after the independence. The most
encouraging advance in the field of Indian Education
during the last decade has been in the field of technical
education. In1951 there were only 53 colleges and 89
diploma institutions for engineering and technology.
But now it has been expanded to a great extent.

Assam government is fixing it right at the root
level. The state government has decided to establish 4
new engineering colleges and 3 polytechnic institutes.
The institutes which are proposed to be under the
public-private partnership model are meant to create
an asset of employable technical experts. In Assam,
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The first technical Institute was the Government
Weaving Institute at Guwahati established in 1920.
Then, the Prince of Wales Technical School came up
in the year 1927 to offer certificate courses. In 1948,
the Assam Engineering Institute was started as degree
level technical institute in this area and the Assam
Engineering College in the year 1955. The Directorate
of Technical Education, Assam was created in 1959.
In 1960, the 2nd degree Engineering College was
established at Jorhat. The first NIT was established in
1977 at Silchar. Similarly the only IIT was established
in 1994.

It should be mentioned that, along with the Govt.
technical institutions many private institutions have
been emerged since the last decade in our state. The
concept of privatisation is widely used in the literature
to show that more number of self financing institutions
is to be established to reduce the burden on the state.
All over the Assam, Kamrup district can be said as
the place of significant in the expansion of the
technical education. It should be noted here that in
the history of the technical education of Assam, the
first technical institute was established at Guwahati
under Kamrup district in the year of 1920. The first
degree college of engineering was also established here
as Civil Engineering College in the year 1955. Now a
day, various Private technical institutions have been
established here to meet with the needs and demands
of the students. By observing this situation, the
investigators have tried to study the attitudes of the
teachers towards privatisation of higher technical
education through this paper. At the same time it is
hoped that the study will be a significant one to build
a healthy attitude to give their contribution in the field
of technical education.

2. Objectives of the study

The present study was based on the following
objectives.

1. To study the attitudes of the teachers of
higher technical background regarding the
existing scenario of privatization of technical
education.

2. To study the attitudes of the teachers of
higher technical background towards the
various dimensions of privatisations such as
administrations, academic facilities,
infrastructures, finance etc.

3. To find out whether there is any significant
difference in attitudes between the male and
female teachers regarding the existing
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scenario of privatization of technical
education.

4. To find out whether there is any significant
difference in attitudes between the teachers
of private and govt. technical institutions.

3. Hypotheses

Following hypotheses were framed on the basis
of the objectives :

Ho 1 = The teachers of higher technical
background do not have positive attitudes regarding
the existing scenario of privatization of technical
education.

Ho 2 = The attitudes of the teachers of higher
technical background towards the various dimensions
of privatisations such as administrations, academic
facilities, infrastructures, finance etc. is not positive.

Ho 3 = There is no any significant difference in
attitudes between the male and female teachers
regarding the existing scenario of privatization of
technical education.

Ho 4 = There is no any significant difference in
attitudes between the teachers of private and govt.
technical institutions.

4. Delimitation

The present study is limited in following points:
1. The first delimitation of the study is that it

only covers one district of Assam and that is
Kamrup district.

2. The study restricts to the 8 higher technical
institutions (4 = Govt. and 4 = Private).

3. The study includes the 120 sample
teachers of above higher technical
institutions for measuring their attitudes
towards privatization.

5. Methodology

For the present study, data were collected from
both the primary and secondary sources. Under the
descriptive survey method of educational research, this
study has been completed.

5.1 Population and sample

In order to collect the relevant data for the study,
the investigators selected 120 teachers by using simple
random sampling method. The sample comprises of
60 male and 60 female teachers.

5.2 Tools
Attitude scale : A self structured Attitude Scale

was prepared by the investigator with 15 statements.



Volume 3 Number 2 (2014) 118-122

Borah / The Clarion (2014)

Scoring procedure was done by assigning weights of
5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for positive statements and 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
reversed scoring procedures for negative statements.
Therefore measurement on the present attitude scale
was :

15 × 5 = 60 Favourable
15 × 3 = 45 Neutral
15 × 1 = 15 Unfavourable
Interview schedule : Interview schedule is the

most common tool used to secure information from
the interviewee. The interview schedule was used at
the empirical part of the study.

6. Review of related literature

The section review of related literature actually
reviews the important literature related to the study. It
provides a background for the development of various
research designs and brings the reader up to date.
Accordingly, the present investigator has consulted a
number of articles and research studies related to
technical education. A few are mentioned below :

Assessment of Engineering Manpower
1978-83. Pub: Planning and Development
Department, Govt of Assam, Dispur, January
1979.
Annual Technical Manpower Power Review,
Jammu and Kashmir, 1984-87, prepared by
Nadal Centre, Regional Engineering
College, Srinagar. Pub: Institute of Applied
Manpower Research New Delhi-110002,
1988.
Annual Technical Manpower Review-
Punjab (82-85) prepared by Nadal Centre,
Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh,
Lead Centre, Institute of Applied Manpower
Research, Ring Road, New Delhi-110002,
1986.
Arnold D. Kerr, University of Delaware,
USA and Ripe R Bhutan, University
Delaware’s College of Engineering, USA.

Why We Need Hands- On Engineering
Education. Pub: The Indian Journal of
Technical Education. Vol. 12. No 2 New
Delhi 1989.
Sahidullah Fatima Tohsin “A Study on the
Girls Students In the Technical Institutions
of Assam with Special Reference to Their
Problems”, 1998.

7. Analysis and interpretation of data

In the present study, the data were analyzed and

interpreted objective wise in the following way.

Objective no. 1

To study the attitudes of the teachers of higher
technical background regarding the existing scenario
of privatization of technical education.

Table 1 : X2 (chi -square) values of the attitudes
regarding the existing scenario of
privatization of technical education

Samples Total df Chi-square value

Male 60 1      7.06

Female 60

Critical value of x2 (chi-square) = 3.841 at 0.05% level
of significance.
6.635 at 0.01% level
of significance.

Here the calculated x2 value =7.06 is much bigger
than the table value at the both level of significance.
Therefore the null hypothesis (Ho 1) is rejected and it
can be said that the teachers of higher technical
background have positive attitude regarding the
existing scenario of privatization of technical
education. Thus, the finding has focussed the nature
of objective no 1 and at the same time the formulated
hypothesis Ho 1 is also found incorrect.

Objective no. 2

To study the attitudes of the teachers of higher
technical background towards the various dimensions
of privatisations such as administrations, academic
facilities, infrastructures, finance etc.

Table 2 : X2 values of the teachers towards the
various dimensions of privatisations

Samples Total df Chi-square value

Male 60 1      6.74

Female 60

Critical value of x2 (chi-square) = 3.841 at 0.05% level
of significance.
6.635 0.01% level
of significance.

Here the calculated x2 value = 6.74 is higher
than the table value at both the level of significance.
Therefore the null hypothesis (Ho 2) is rejected and
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it can be said that the attitudes of the teachers of
higher technical background towards the various
dimensions of privatisations such as administrations,
academic facilities, infrastructures, finance etc. is
positive.

Objective no. 3
To find out whether there is any significant

difference in attitudes between the male and female
teachers regarding the existing scenario of
privatization of technical education.

From the table 3, it has been found that, the computed
t-value 1.07 is quite less than both the critical values
at 5% and 1% level of significance. Therefore null
hypothesis can be accepted that there is no any
significant difference in attitudes between the male
and female teachers regarding the existing scenario

of privatization of technical education.

Objective no. 4

To find out whether there is any significant difference
in attitudes between the teachers of private and govt.
technical institutions.

From the table 4, it has been found that, the
computed t-value 2.02 is quite less than both the
critical values at 5% and 1% level of significance.
Therefore null hypothesis can be accepted that there
is no any significant difference in attitudes between
the teachers of private and govt.  technical
institutions.

Table 3 : t value of attitudes between the male and female teachers

Areas
Level of

significanceN Mean S.D. t-value

Male   60    23.54   8.61 1.07  Not Significant

Female   60    19.37   5.19

Critical value t is = 3.36 at 0.01 %level of significance.

= 2.31at 0.05 % level of significance.

8. Findings
1. It is found from the study that the teachers

of higher technical background have positive
attitudes towards our existing scenario of
privatisation of higher technical education.

2. Only 60% teachers agreed that present
higher technical education system of private

Table 4 : t value of attitudes between the teachers of private and govt. technical institutions

Areas
Level of

significanceN Mean S.D. t-value

Male   60   22.22   8.36 2.02  Not Significant

Female   60   20.8  6.1

Critical value t is = 3.36 at 0.01 % level of significance.

= 2.31at 0.05 % level of significance.
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sector has raised the standard of education
of our state.

3. It is seen that establishment of private
technical institutions facilitate the enrolment
in higher education, but at the same time,
such rapid growth of private institutions will
create more unemployment problem

4. Most of the teachers (88% male and 92%
female) stated that Government should take
necessary steps.

5.  55% teachers considered that private
institutions provide better infrastructural
support. 42% teachers prefer private
institutions due to better infrastructure, 37%
prefer due to proper administrations and
again 10% teachers prefer private technical
institutions due to the financial efficiency.

6. Regarding the fees structure, almost all the
teachers agreed that fees structure of the
private technical institutions is more than
public institutions and they think that due to
this reason most of the students are deprived

from taking admission there.
7. It has been found from the study that, 55%

teachers agreed that there are better
academic facilities in private technical
institutions.

9. Conclusion

The demand of technical manpower has increased
day by day. Therefore technical education can be
considered as the backbone for the economic progress
and development of the nation. To meet with the
different challenges of our society, various private
technical institutions have been established in our own
state also. But the important matter is that to what extent
these institutions are really able to produce sufficient
technical manpower for the better progress of our
society. It should be noted here that both the public and
private sector have to play the key role in expanding ,
accessing and maintaining the quality of higher
technical education so that knowledgeable skilled
professionals can be produced that are necessary for
successful entry in to the arena of globalisation.
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