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reduce the glass transition temperature 
so the chromophores could be aligned. 
We formed the composite into thin-
film devices by melting it between two 
indium-tin-oxide-coated glass electrodes.

Holographic stereoscopy

We used the holographic stereography 
approach to generate 3D images in PR 
polymers. !is is a well-established 
method based on the optical multiplex-
ing of a limited number of perspec-
tives onto different parts of a recording 
medium—in this case, a large-area PR 

(SLM). !e SLM that is illuminated with 
a laser beam displays the hogel data in 
sequence with the translation stages and 
an electro-optic laser shutter.  

!e laser beam modulated by the 
SLM is called the object beam, and it 
illuminates the hogel area on the poly-
mer device. A coherent reference beam 
simultaneously illuminates the same area, 
thereby recording the hogel through 
interference with the object beam and the 
PR effect. !e hogel contains perspective 
views from all angles of the correspond-
ing pixel in the actual object or scene. 
After one hogel is recorded, the laser 
beams are turned off, the polymer device 
is translated to the next hogel position, 
and new hogel data are uploaded to the 
SLM. Once completed, the holographic 
display can be viewed using a reading 
beam from a narrow-band LED or a  
low-power laser beam.  

Rewritable displays
We have recorded horizontal parallax-
only holograms 4  4 in.2 in size with 
complex images providing perspective 
and occultation. Each individual hogel 
was recorded in one second, and the total 
recording time per hologram was two 
minutes, since there were 120 hogels to be 
recorded per hologram. !e total irradi-
ance (the sum of both writing beams) was 
100 mW/cm2—an amount that is readily 
available from several laser sources. We 
used a 532-nm doubled continuous wave 
YAG laser for the actual demonstration.

Our 3D display features a total 
horizontal viewing angle of 45° and a 
vertical view zone of about 15° with 
uniform brightness. !e hologram is 
viewable for up to three hours on the 
photorefractive sample, with no need for 
intermediate projection tools or mag-
nification between the recorded image 
and the viewer. !e persistence is limited 
by the thermal dark decay of the PR 
space-charge field and can be enhanced 
by thermal fixing. !e hologram can 
be completely erased within minutes 
by uniform illumination of the display 
with light within the material’s absorp-
tion band. A new hologram can then 
be recorded in the same location. We 

[ Horizontal parallax-only holograms ]

[ Hogel generation and recording set-up ]

polymer thin-film device. First, perspec-
tive views of an object or scene of interest 
are generated from 3D data. !ese data 
can come from a computer model or 
any kind of 3D imaging system, such 
as MRI, CAT scan, tomography and 
confocal microscopy; thus, this work has 
potential applications in medicine and 
aerial-, satellite- or radar-imaging for 
military purposes. 

!e perspectives were then divided into 
multiple 2D image planes, which were 
re-organized in 2D matrices. We uploaded 
these matrices, called holographic element 
(hogel) data, to a spatial light modulator 

Images captured from 
the rewritable holo-
graphic 3D display 
with a still CCD cam-
era. In a single row, 
the camera is moved 
sideways to show 
parallax: rotation and 
occultation. Between 
each row, the holo-
gram is erased and 
a new set of data is 
recorded in the same 
sample location.  
The end column 
shows 2D perspec-
tives used for gener-
ating the hogels.
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