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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The essentials of Biblical Aramaic focusing on translation of the passages in the books of Ezra 
and Daniel. 

OBJECTIVES

Upon the successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Explain the basic features of the Biblical Aramaic language.

2. Translate any passage of Biblical Aramaic using a lexicon.

TEXTBOOKS

Goldingay, John E.  Daniel.  WBC.  Vol. 30.  Dallas: Word Books, 1989.

Greenspahn, Frederick E.  An Introduction to Aramaic. 2d ed. Atlanta:  Scholars Press, 2003.

Jerusalmi, Isaac.  The Aramaic Sections of Ezra and Daniel:  A Philological Commentary.  2d 
rev. ed.  Cincinnati, OH:  Hebrew Union College--Jewish Institute of Religion, 1970.

Holladay, William L.  A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Grand 
Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1988.

Also: a Hebrew Bible is recommended—the student needs to have the Aramaic texts of Ezra 
and Daniel.

BASIC OUTLINE

Class Lessons in Greenspahn

1.  Mon May 5 Introduction and Chaps 1-3
2.  Tues  "      6  Chaps  4-5  
3.  Wed  "      7          "       6-8
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4.  Thurs  "      8        "       9-14   (give out take home Mid-term exam)
5.  Fri  "      9            "       15-18
6.  Mon  "    12        "       19-22
7.  Tues  "    13         “   23-26   
8.  Wed  "    14         Take-home midterm exam due.  (Chapel at 10:50)
9.  Thurs   “   15  Begin daily translation assignments from Daniel.

13. Wed  "    21 Give out take-home final exam
16. Mon   “   26 NO CLASS   Memorial Day
20.  Fri   “   30             Take-home final exam due

METHODOLOGY

Detailed, sequential coverage of the lessons in Greenspahn, supplemented by Jerusalmi, with 
daily translation assignments, culminating in a mid term take-home translation exam from Ezra. 
Then daily translation and discussion assignments working through the Daniel material in a 
seminar format, culminating with a take-home exam over the main distinctives of Aramaic 
applied to Daniel, and translation of some non canonical texts.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Class attendance is expected; maximum allowable absences is three (3) class periods.  Please tell 
the professor before you are absent, if possible.

1. Be prepared each day to answer questions orally on the lessons including pronouncing the 
Aramaic.

2. Turn in each day’s written assignment from the lessons in Greenspahn or Bible 
translation.

3. Turn in the exams on the scheduled dates.

Late Work

Late work may be penalized 1 point per day using a 12 point scale (12=A, 1=F). 

Grading Procedure

Class participation and daily translation 34%
Exams                           Midterm 30%
                                     Final 36%
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