
Georgia’s Tree Ordinances 
 

 

Appendix F: Tree Ordinance Fact Sheets  
One-page Tree Ordinance Fact Sheets are located in this Appendix for the 143 communities included in the tree 
ordinance review.  These fact sheets are also included on the Georgia Tree Ordinances CD available from the 
Georgia Urban Forest Council at www.gufc.org. 

For each community, the fact sheet and accompanying regulations have been scanned into a PDF file named for 
the community.  For example, the City of Albany’s file is named albanycity.pdf, the Town of Newborn’s file is 
named newborntown.pdf, and the Barrow County file is named barrowcounty.pdf. For consolidated 
governments, they are listed with the city name first followed by the county name.  For example, August-
Richmond County is listed as augustarichmondcounty.pdf.  See the Introduction in the report or visit 
www.adobe.com to download a free copy of Adobe® Acrobat® Reader which is required to view the files.     

The Tree Ordinance Fact Sheets contain basic information (as much as is available) about the communities and 
their tree regulations as described in list below.  For further information on each community and their tree 
regulations, see the tables in Appendices C, D, and E. 

Information Included on the Tree Ordinance Fact Sheets 

• Name of community.  Full name as provided by the Georgia Municipal Association and the Association of County 
Commissioners of Georgia. 

• County name.  If the community is a city, town, or village, the county in which it is located is listed. 
• Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).   If included in a MSA, it is listed, and if not, it is so indicated. 
• 2003 Population Estimate.   From Annual Estimates of the Population for Incorporated Places in Georgia, Listed 

Alphabetically: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2003 (SUB-EST2003-04-13), Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, June 24, 2004. 
• Tree City USA status.  Whether or not a community is a Tree City USA as listed on the National Arbor Day Foundation’s 

website as of March 1, 2006, along with the number of years receiving TCUSA status. 
• Tree board.  Information on the name of the tree board, the number of voting members, and meeting frequency required by 

ordinance.  This information was obtained from the ordinance or from the Survey responses.  Some communities may have tree 
boards but no mention was made of them either in the tree ordinance or Survey. 

• Title of tree regulations.  This is the heading at the beginning of the primary tree regulations.  The name of the community was 
left off of the title.  For example, the City of Dalton Tree Ordinance is listed simply as Tree Ordinance.  Likewise, the Chatham 
County Land Disturbing Activities Ordinance  is listed as the Land Disturbing Activities Ordinance. 

• Adoption and revision dates.  The year that tree regulations were first adopted and the year last revised. 
• Applicability.  The type of property that the ordinance addresses—public, private, or both. 
• Buffer and landscape regulations.  Whether or not buffer or landscape regulations are known to exist and were included. 
• Table of contents.  The table of contents of the tree regulations including the main sections, and in some cases, subsections.  

Some ordinances included a table of contents; for others it was constructed using the document submitted. 
• Additional documents.  List of additional documents submitted with the survey and ordinance, as either part of the regulations or 

related to the community forest management program. 
• Contact information.  The name, phone number, fax number, e-mail address and website of the community contact who can 

provide more information on the tree regulations, listed only for communities who answered “yes” to a question on the first page 
of the Survey which asked respondents if it was OK to include them on a “resource list” for tree ordinances.  The contact 
information on these fact sheets serves as this resource list.   

The fact sheets are arranged alphabetically by the name of the community, ignoring the prefixes of city, town, 
or village.  Consolidated governments are ordered by their city component first and then their county 
component.  For example, Athens-Clarke County comes after the City of Arcade, Augusta-Richmond County 
comes after the City of Atlanta, Columbus-Muscogee County comes after Columbia County, the City of 
Newnan comes after the Town of Newborn, and the Town of Tyrone comes after the City of Tybee Island. 
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City of Albany 
Dougherty County 

Albany MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 76,202; -0.7% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 18 years. 
City Tree Board with 15 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance.   

 
TREE ORDINANCE (Section 28 of Code) 

First adopted 1992.  Last revised 1998. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1 SHORT TITLE 
SECTION 2 INTENT 
SECTION 3 OBJECTIVES 
SECTION 4 STANDARDS FOR TREE ALTERATION 
SECTION 5 DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 6 APPLICABILITY 
SECTION 7 EXEMPTIONS 
SECTION 8 EXECUTIION OF GENERAL AGREEMENT 
SECTION 9 DUTIES OF THE CITY TREE BOARD AND CODE ENFORCER 
SECTION 10 PROCEDURE FOR LAND ALTERATION PERMIT APPLICATION 
SECTION 11 TREE DENSITY REQUIRED 
SECTION 12 TREE DENSITY UNIT CREDITS 
SECTION 13 RECEIVING BUILDING AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY PERMITS 
SECTION 14 ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 
SECTION 15 APPEALS 
SECTION 16 CONFLICT 
SECTION 17 SEVERABILITY 
SECTION 18 EFFECTIVE DATE 
APPENDIX A NEW TREE LIST 
APPENDIX B CALCULATION WORKSHEET 
APPENDIX C FORMS AND GENERAL WORKSHEETS 
  Land Alteration/Tree Ordinance Application/Permit 
   
 
 

 
 
 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Michael L. Talley, PE 
Senior Engineer 

229.883.6955 voice / 229.883.6956 fax 
senseinc@yahoo.com 
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City of Alpharetta 
Fulton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 35,139; -0.9% change from 2000 Census. 
Tree City USA for 16 years. 

Tree Commission with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE III: LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
SECTION 3.2 TREE PROTECTION 
First adopted 1992.  Last revised 1995. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
3.2.1 GENERAL 
3.2.2 DEFINITIONS 
3.2.3 EXEMPTIONS 
3.2.4 APPROVAL LETTER REQUIRED FOR NON-DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY (ACTIVITY WHICH DOES NOT 

REQUIRE A BUILDING PERMIT, ETC.) 
3.2.5 LAND DISTURBANCE PERMIT FOR DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 
3.2.6 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
3.2.7 MINIMUM TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENT 
3.2.8 TREE SURVEY PLAN AND INVENTORY 
3.2.9 TREE SURVEY INSPECTION 
3.2.10 TREE REMOVAL APPROVAL APPLICATIONS 
3.2.11 TREE CONSERVATION STANDARDS 
3.2.12 TREE PROTECTION 
3.2.13 TREE DAMAGE 
3.2.14 TREE REPLANTING STANDARDS 
3.2.15 TREE REMOVAL COMPLIANCE INSPECTION 
3.2.16 APPROVAL LETTER FEE; PERMIT FEE 
3.2.17 ENFORCEMENT, APPEALS AND VARIANCES 
3.2.18 TREE COMMISSION 
3.2.19 PENALTIES 
TABLE 3.1  RECOMMENDED TREE LIST 
TABLE 3.2 TREE DENSITY CALCULATION 
TABLE 3.3 TREE DENSITY CONVERSION CHART 
TABLE 3.4 TREE REPLACEMENT CHART 
APPENDIX A (Not Included) 
APPENDIX B SPECIMEN TREES 
APPENDIX C TIMBER HARVESTING PERMITTING 
PLAN SUBMITTAL APPLICATION 
ARBORIST CHECKLIST 
CITY OF ALPHARETTA ARBORIST PROCEDURES (PowerPoint Presentation) 
 
Additional Tree Regulations 
ARTICLE II:   USE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS 
SUBSECTION 2.3.5 BUFFERS AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 
 
ARTICLE III:  LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
SUBSECTION 3.3.6 STREAM BUFFER PROTECTION 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Kristina Eicher 
Arborist 

678.297.6200 voice / 678.297.6201 fax 
keicher@alpharetta.ga.us 

www.alpharetta.ga.us  



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

City of Arcade 
Jackson County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 1,821; +9.2% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 

ARTICLE 16. Tree Protection and Landscaping 
Quad Cities Land Use Management Code 

CHAPTER 16 TREE PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPING 
First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 16.1  PURPOSE AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section 16.1.1. Purpose and intent. 
Section 16.1.2. Exemptions. 
CHAPTER 16.2  DEFINITIONS 
CHAPTER 16.3  TREE PROTECTION 
Section 16.3.1. Applicability 
Section 16.3.2. Tree Save Areas 
Section 16.3.3. Tree Survey Required 
Section 16.3.4. Qualifications to Prepare Survey 
Section 16.3.5. Tree Survey Specifications 
Section 16.3.6. Review and Approval of Tree Survey 
Section 16.3.7. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Required 
Section 16.3.8. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Specifications 
Section 16.3.9. Calculating Existing Tree Density Units 
Section 16.3.10. Calculating Required Tree Replacement Units 
Section 16.3.11. Protection of Trees During Construction 
Section 16.3.12. Tree Damage 
Section 16.3.13. Street Trees 
Section 16.3.14. Protection of Street Trees 
CHAPTER 16.4 LANDSCAPING 
Section 16.4.1. Optional Planting Specifications for Front Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.2. Planting Specifications for Side Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.3. Parking Lot Interior Landscaping 
Section 16.4.4. Screening and Buffer Specifications 
Section 16.4.5. General Provisions 
Section 16.4.6. Landscape Plan Required 
Section 16.4.7. Landscaping Specifications 
Section 16.4.8. Landscape Maintenance and Landscape Bond 
 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Dale R. Hall, RLA, AICP 
Director of Planning & Development 

706.367.5002 voice / 706.367.5751 fax 
dalehall@charter.net 

www.cityofjeffersonga.com/depts/PlanningDevelopment/ 
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Athens-Clarke County 
Athens MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 103,691; +2.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Tree City USA for 6 years. 

Community Tree Council with 15 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

CHAPTER 8-7 Community Tree Management Ordinance 
First adopted 2005.  Last revised 2005. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Zoning code includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1.  [amendment to Title 8, Planning]  
Section 8-7-1.  Title 
Section 8-7-2.  Purpose 
Section 8-7-3.  Intent 
Section 8-7-4.  Applicability and Exemptions 
Section 8-7-5.  Administration 
Section 8-7-6.  Definitions 
Section 8-7-7.  Community Forester 
Section 8-7-8.  Athens-Clarke County Arborist 
Section 8-7-9.  Community Tree Program 
Section 8-7-10. Community Tree Council 
Section 8-7-11. Athens-Clarke County Tree Species List 
Section 8-7-12. Landmark Trees 
Section 8-7-13. Reserved. 
Section 8-7-14. Athens-Clarke County Trees 
Section 8-7-15. Tree Canopy Cover 
Section 8-7-16. Protected Trees 
Section 8-7-17. Tree Management Plan 
Section 8-7-18. Forest Management Activities 
Section 8-7-19. Technical Standards 
Section 8-7-20. Variances 
Section 8-7-21. Inspections 
Section 8-7-22. Enforcement 
Section 8-7-23. Violations and Penalties 
SECTION 2.  Severability. 
SECTION 3.  Effective Date. 
SECTION 4.  Repealer. 
CHAPTER 9-25. SITE DESIGN AND USE STANDARDS 
Section 9-25-1. Purpose and intent. 
Section 9-25-2. Application. 
Section 9-25-3. Approval process. 
Section 9-25-4. Plans required. 
Section 9-25-5. Transportation impact analysis required. 
Section 9-25-6. Storm water management impact analysis. 
Section 9-25-7. Criteria for approval. 
Section 9-25-8. Site design standards. 
Section 9-25-9. Power to amend plans. 
Section 9-25-10. Site use standards. 
Section 9-25.11. Drive-through uses. 
Section 9-25-12. Light and glare performance standards. 
Section 9-25-13. Landscaping maintenance. 
Section 9-25-14 Conservation subdivision development standards… 
Etc… 

For more information, contact: 
 

Paul A. Stutz 
Arborist/Planner II 

706.613.3515 voice / 706.613.3844 fax 
pstutz@co.clarke.ga.us 

www.athensclarkecounty.com 
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City of Atlanta 
DeKalb and Fulton Counties 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 423,019; +0.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 20 years. 
Tree Conservation Commission with 15 members;  

regular meetings required by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
ARTICLE II.  TREE PROTECTION 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property.   
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 
Section 158-1. Official tree. 
Section 158-2. Poison ivy and poison sumac. 
Section 158-3. Planting of Lombardy poplar or silver maple trees prohibited. 
Section 158-4. Abatement of nuisances arising from the growth of weeds and vegetation. 
Sections 158-4 to 158-25. Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. TREE PROTECTION 
DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY 
Section 158-26. Definitions. 
Section 158-27. Authority. 
Section 158-28. Policy, purpose and intent. 
Section 158-29. Scope. 
Section 158-30. Parking lot requirements. 
Section 158-31. Easements to plant trees on private property. 
Section 158-32. Conservation easements. 
Section 158-33. Enforcement. 
Section 158-34. Penalties. 
Sections 158-35 to 158.60. Reserved 
DIVISION 2. TREE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Section 158-61. Establishment; appointment of members. 
Section 158-62. Terms; vacancies; compensation. 
Section 158-63. Functions; powers; duties. 
Section 158-64. Meetings; clerk; court reporter; rules of procedure. 
Section 158-65. Appeals. 
Section 158-66. Tree trust fund. 
Sections 158-67 to 158-100. Reserved 
DIVISION 3. REMOVAL AND RELOCATION 
Section 158-101. Permit to destroy or remove. 
Section 158-102. Criteria for removal or destruction. 
Section 158-103. Standard for tree replacement and afforestation. 
Section 158-104. Protection of mature trees. 
Section 158-105. Site plan required. 
Section 158-106. Preconstruction conference. 
Section 158-107. Certificates of occupancy. 
Section 158-108. Maintenance of trees. 
Section 158-109. Exemptions. 
Section 158-110. Dead or diseased trees; nuisances.  
 Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Augusta-Richmond County 
Consolidated Government 

Augusta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 198,149; -0.8% change from 2000 Census.   

Tree City USA for 18 years. 
Richmond County Tree Commission with 10 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY TREE ORDINANCE AND TREE 

ORDINANCE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 
First adopted 1994.  Last revised 2003. 
Addresses public and private property.   

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 8.4.1.  PURPOSE 
Chapter 8.4.2.  DEFINITIONS 
Chapter 8.4.3.  ESTABLISHMENT OF TREE COMMISSION 
Chapter 8.4.4.  ADMINISTRATION 
Chapter 8.4.5.  PUBLIC TREE PROTECTION 
Chapter 8.4.6.   TREE PROTECTION ZONE; OFFICIAL TREE LIST 
Chapter 8.4.7.  PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 
Chapter 8.4.8.  MOVING BUILDINGS OR OTHER LARGE OBJECTS 
Chapter 8.4.9.  LANDMARK TREES 
Chapter 8.4.10. NUISANCE TREES AND SHRUBS 
Chapter 8.4.11. GREENSPACE REQUIREMENTS FOR PRIVATE AND PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT 
Chapter 8.4.12. COMPLIANCE 
Chapter 8.4.13. LANDSCAPE ESTABLISHMENT BOND 
Chapter 8.4.14. APPEALS AND VARIANCES 
Chapter 8.4.15. ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS 
Chapter 8.4.16. SEVERABILITY 
Chapter 8.4.17. ENFORCEMENT, VIOLATIONS, AND PENALTY 
Tree Ordinance Illustrated Guide (IGO) (Revised January 2003) 
 Purpose 
 Calculations For Tree protection and Tree Establishment Elements of a Greenspace Plan 

Tree Species List 
Tree and Site Related Disturbances 
Methods of Tree Protection 
Standards for Remedial Street Care 
Standards for Selecting Quality Planting Stock 
Transplanting Standards 
Criteria for Landmark Trees 
Appendix 

Augusta Richmond County Tree Commission [Site Inspection Form] 
Greenspace Plan Review Form 
Tree Ordinance Compliance Form 

 

 
For more information, contact: 

 
Derek Vanover 

Assistant Director of Public Services – Trees & Landscape 
706.821.1670 voice / 706.821.1672 fax 

dvanover@augustaga.gov 
www.augustaga.gov 
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City of Austell 
Cobb and Douglas Counties 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 6,430; +14.8% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
CITY OF AUSTELL 

TREE ORDINANCE ADDENDUM 
PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 

First adopted 2003.  No revisions. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 21.5-14 PERMIT REQUIRED 
Section 21.5-15 SAME—PROCEDURE 
Section 21.5-16 REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF TREES 
Section 21.5-17 DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 
Section 21.5-18 ADMININSTRATIVE VARIANCES 
Section 21.5-19 MAINTENANCE PERIOD AND FISCAL SURETY 
Section 21.5-20 ENFORCEMENT OF ARTICLE 
Section 21.5-21 INSPECTIONS 
Section 21.5-22 APPEAL OF ADMININSTRATIVE DECISION 
 
Tree Preservation and Replacement Standards are referenced in the ordinance addendum, but were not submitted. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Duane R. Demeritt 
Office Manager 

770.944.4325 voice / 770.944.4311 fax 
duane@austell.org 
www.austell.org 
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City of Avondale Estates 
DeKalb County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 2,630; 0% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 22 years. 
Tree Board/Environmental Committee with 8 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE II.  TREE BOARD/ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE; TREES 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property.  

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 17-40.  Definitions 
Section 17-41. Tree board/environmental committee—Created and established; membership 
Section 17-42. Same—Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 17-43. Same—Organization. 
Section 17-44. Same—Review of its acts, etc. 
Section 17-45.   Same—Interference therewith. 
Section 17-46.   Official tree species list. 
Section 17-47. Planting, maintaining, removing trees, plants. 
Section 17-48. Tree topping. 
Section 17-49. Pruning and removal of vegetation. 
Section 17-50.  Removal on private property. 
Section 17-51. Removal of stump. 

 
ARTICLE X.  TREE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 5-406. Purpose and intent of article. 
Section 5-407. Definitions 
Section 5-408. Application—Required; procedure. 
Section 5-409. Same—Density calculations. 
Section 5-410. Inspection of site; project approval. 
Section 5-411. Trees required. 
Section 5-412. Tree removal, relocation, or trimming. 
Section 5-413. Exceptions. 
Section 5-414. Fees. 
Section 5-415. Appeals 
Section 5-416. Display of permit. 
Section 5-417. Penalty. 
Sections 5-418.  
to 5-430.  Reserved 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Warren Hutmacher 
City Manager 

404.294.5400 voice / 404.299.8137 
whutmacher@avondaleestates.org 

www.avondaleestates.org 
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City of Bainbridge 
Decatur County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 11,823; -0.8% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 16 years. 
Bainbridge Tree Committee with 5 members; monthly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATION MANUAL 

ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF THE BAINBRDGE 
TREE COMMITTEE 

First adopted 1990.  No revisions.  
Addresses public property and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION I  POLICY AND GOAL 
SECTION II  AUTHORITY AND APPLICABILITY 
SECTION III  DEFINITIONS 
SECTION IV  PROCEDURES 
SECTION V  METHODS OF TREE PROTECTION 
SECTION VI  LANDMARK TREES OR STANDS OF TREES 
SECTION VII UTILITY COMPANY REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION VIII FEES 
SECTION IX  VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS, REMOVAL OR DESTRUCTION OF TREES 
SECTION X  GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR REPLACEMENT OF TREES 
SECTION XI  CHECKLIST FOR TREE PROTECTION/TREE PLANTING REVIEW 
SECTION XII OVERSIZE BUILDING MOVING PERMITS 
APPENDIX 1. FIGURES 1 – 9 
APPENDIX 2. AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF A BAINBRIDGE TREE COMMITTEE 
 
Tree Removal Application and Application Specifications 
Application for Tree Trimming/Pruning and Application Specifications  

For more information, contact: 
 

Bryan Barnett 
City Planner 

229.248.2000 ext. 36 voice / 229.248.2008 fax 
bbarnett@bainbridgecity.com 
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City of Barnesville 
Lamar County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 5,890; -2.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Landscape Regulations 
Adopted 2004. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
A. Short Title. 
B. Purposes. 
C. Administration 
D. Applicability. 
Definitions [section letters not used after this point] 
Landscaping Plan Required 
Required Information for Landscaping Plan 
Planting Requirement Schedule 
Required Landscaped Areas 
Maintenance of Landscaping 
Completion of Landscaping or Bond Required for Certificate of Occupancy 
Variances to Ordinance 
Enforcement and Penalties 
Appendix A:  Recommended Shrubs and Ground Cover [includes understory and overstory trees] 
Section 2. [consistency with laws of the State of Georgia] 
Section 3. [intentions of City Council] 
Section 4. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Barrow County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 53,479; +13.7% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Barrow County UDC 
DIVISION II.  TREE CONSERVATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Sec. 808 Tree conservation; intent and findings. 
Sec. 809 Tree conservation; where required. 
Sec. 810 Calculation of “tree units.” 
Sec. 811 Trees to be provided or retained. 
Sec. 812 Protection of existing trees. 
Sec. 813 Alternative compliance. 
 
Submitted as Public Hearing Draft rev. December 2004 

For more information, contact: 
 

Shannon Navarre 
Director, Keep Barrow Beautiful 

770.307.3020 voice / 770.307.3141 fax 
snavarre@barrowga.org 

www.barrowga.org 
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City of Baxley 
Appling County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,379; +1.0% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 17 years. 
City Tree Board with 7 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
AN ORDINANCE FOR TREE MANAGEMENT; REPEALING PRIOR 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND FOR OTHER PUPOSES 
First adopted 1989.  Last revised 2000.  

Addresses public property and private property. 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION I: SHORT TITLE 
SECTION II: INTENT 
SECTION III. OBJECTIVES 
SECTIONIV: CITY TREE BOARD, ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES 
SECTION V: DEFINITIONS 
SECTION VI: GENERAL EXEMPTION 
SECTION VII: REPLACEMENT 
SECTION VIII: TREE DENSITY REQUIRED 
SECTION IX: ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION X: APPEALS AND PENALTIES 
SECTION XI: CONFLICT 
SECTION XII: SEVERABILITY 
SECTION XIII: EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
ARTICLE II – TREE PROTECTION ON PBULIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND OTHER PUBLIC LANDS 

SECTION I: APPLICABILITY 
SECTION II: APPROVAL PROCEDURES 
SECTION III: MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC TREES 
 

ARTICLE III – TREE PROTECTION ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 
SECTION I:  EXEMPTIONS 
SECTION II: CLEARING APPROVAL PROCEDURE 
SECTION III: OFF-SITE TREE REPLANTING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION IV: BUILDING PERMITS AND OCCUPANCY PERMITS 
SECTION V: TREE MAINTENANCE 

     

For more information, contact: 
 

Shane Crosby 
Codes Enforcement Officer 

912.367.8300 voice / 912.367.8304 fax 
bldcode@yahoo.com  
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City of Berkeley Lake 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 1,921; +10.6% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 7 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER 22 BUFFER, LANDSCAPE AND TREE ORDINANCE 

First adopted 1995.  Last revised 2001.  
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article 1: General 
 22-101  Intent 

22-102 Purpose 
22-103 Title 
22-104 Definitions 

Article 2: Buffer Regulations 
22-201 Permanent Buffers 
22-202 Construction Buffers 

Article 3: Landscape Regulations 
22-301 Residential Lots and Subdivisions 
22-302 Non-Residential and Multi-Family Uses 

Article 4: Trees on Individual Residential Lots 
22-401 Existing Development, Construction and Remodeling on Individual Lots 
22-402 Planting Trees 
22-403 Maintenance and Tree Protection 
22-404 Mandatory Removal of Dead, Diseased and Potentially Dangerous Trees 
22-405 Immediate Removal of Trees Endangering People or Property 
22-406 Flood Plain 

Article 5: Tree Preservation and/or Replacement Plan 
22-501 Tree Density Units 
22-502 Requirements 
22-503 Specifications 
22-504 Grading Plan 
22-505 Regulations 

Article 6: Permits 
22-601 Land Disturbance Permits 
22-602 Grandfathered Projects 
22-603 Tree Preservation and/or Replacement Plan 

Article 7: Enforcement, Violation and Appeals 
22-701 Enforcement 
22-702 Violation and Penalty 
22-703 Appeal 

Article 8: Adoption 
22-801 Adoption 

Article 9: Severability 
22-901 Severability 

Article 10: Effective Date 
22-1001 Effective Date 

For more information, contact: 
 

Jackie Wall 
City Clerk 

770.368.9484 voice / 770.368.8810 fax 
clerk@berkeley-lake.ga.us 
www.berkeley-lake.com 
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City of Blakely 
Early County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 5,588; -1.8% change from 2000 Census.  

Not a Tree City USA. 
Tree Committee with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Division 1. Generally 
Section 86-26. Findings of fact. 
Section 86-27. Emergency powers—City departments. 
Section 86-28. Same—Utility companies. 
Section 86-29. Enforcement procedures. 
Section 86-30. Penalties and violations. 
Section 86-31. Protection of trees; permission to cut, remove, etc. 
Section 86-32. Duties of landowner. 
Sections 86-33 to 86-45.  Reserved 
Division 2. Tree Committee 
Section 86-46. Created, composition. 
Section 86-47. Terms. 
Section 86-48. Compensation. 
Section 86-49. Interdepartmental cooperation. 
Section 86-50. Chairman. 
Section 86-51. Calling of meetings. 
Section 86-52. Quorum. 
Sections 86-53 to 86-65. Reserved. 
Division 3. Standards and Guidelines 
Section 86-66. Compliance generally. 
Section 86-67. Line of sight protection. 
Section 86-68. Stabilization of soil surface. 
Section 86-69. Guidelines generally. 
Section 86-70. Existing vehicular areas. 
Section 86-71. Development of vehicular use areas. 
Section 86-72. Preservation of existing trees. 
Section 86-73 Maintenance of preserved trees. 
Section 86-74. Landscaped street yards. 
Section 86-75. Pedestrian walkways. 
Section 86-76. Screening of outdoor storage areas. 
Section 86-77. Screening of utility service areas. 
Section 86-78. Replacement of dead plants, trees. 
 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Bloomingdale 
Chatham County 
Savannah MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 2,642; -0.7% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE VIII. SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 800. Home occupation. 
Section 801. Accessory uses. 
Section 802. Off-street parking. 
 
[Includes requirements for screening of parking areas with trees, and trees in interior of parking area.] 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Brunswick 
Glynn County 

Brunswick MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 15,984; +2.5% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
Park and Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
DIVISION 3.  PARK AND TREE BOARD 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements (in separate section).   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 2-346. Created; composition; terms. 
Section 2-347. Officers; rules and regulations; journal; quorum. 
Section 2-348. Duties regarding comprehensive tree plan. 
Section 2-349. Additional responsibilities. 
Section 2-350. Studies and reports. 
 
Section 23-3-21.  Buffer requirements. 

Survey and contact information not submitted.



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

Burke County 
Augusta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 22,949; +3.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE II. TIMBER OPERTIONS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown.  

Addresses private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 30-31. Purpose and intent. 
Section 30-32. Definitions. 
Section 30-33. Enforcement. 
Section 30-34. Concluding operations. 
Sections 30-35 to 30-55. Reserved 
DIVISION 2.  PERMIT AND SURETY BOND 
Section 30-56. Required. 
Section 30-57. Permit application. 
Section 30-58. Surety bond. 
Sections 30-59 to 30-80. Reserved 
DIVISION 3. OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
Section 30-81. Culverts. 
Section 30-82. Signs. 
Section 30-83. Timber operations. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Butts County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 22,099; +11.7% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9-2004-7 to AMEND APPENDIX B, THE DEVELOPMENT 
ORDINANCE, AND ARTICLE 5 “REQUIRED DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS” 

First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1. [amendment]  
Section 507. Development standards for landscaping. 
A. Purpose and applicability. 
B. Definitions 
C. Landscape plan standards. 
D. Landscape plan. 
E. Selected species. 
F. Exemptions. 
G. Maintenance 
H. Enforcement. 
I. Penalties. 
J. Separability. 
Appeal provisions. 
SECTION 2. [codification] 
SECTION 3. [validity] 
SECTION 4.  Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. 
SECTION 5. Effective Date. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Steven Lease 
Community Development Director 

770.775.8003 voice / 770.775.3118 fax 
srlease@buttscounty.org 

www.buttscounty.org 
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City of Camilla 
Mitchell County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 5,609; -1.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 8 years. 
Tree committee with number of members not specified; 

no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

TREE ORDINANCE #8-2-72 
First adopted 1972.  Last revised 1995. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1 – Definitions. 
Section 2 – Tree Committee Created. 
Section 3 – Procedures for Land Clearing or Land Disturbance Permits. 
Section 4 – Tree Replacement and Removal. 
Section 5 – Significant Tree Criteria. 
Section 6 – Replacement Trees. 
Section 7 – Maintenance and Replacement. 
Section 8 – Variances. 
Section 9 – Exemptions. 
Section 10 – Enforcement. 
Section 11 – Existing Trees to Remain. 
Section 12 – Civil Penalty. 
Section 13 – Criminal Penalty. 
Section 14.  [repealer]. 
Section 15.  [effective date] 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Michael Scott 
City Manager 

229.336.2222 voice / 229.336.2224 fax 
mscott@cityofcamilla.com 
www.www.camillaga.net 
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City of Canton 
Cherokee County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 13,195; +38.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 13 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER 122. VEGETATION 

Article II. TREE PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPING 
Year first adopted unknown.  Last revised 2004. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1. Purpose 
Section 2. Definition of Terms 
Section 3. Applicability, Permitting, and Procedures 
Section 4. Tree Protection and Site Planning 
Section 5. Tree Protection Plan 
Section 6. Specimen Trees 
Section 7. Removal of Trees 
Section 8. Landscape Plan 
Section 9. Maintenance Requirements 
Section 10. Penalties 
Section 11. City of Canton Plant Palette 
City of Canton Landscape Performance/Maintenance Bond Form 
City of Canton Overlay Zone Community Standards Ordinance (June 27, 2002) 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Melissa R. Casteel 
Planning and Zoning Official 

77.704.1505 voice / 770.479.1872 fax 
melissa.casteel@canton-georgia.com 

www.canton-georgia.com 



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

City of Carrollton 
Carroll County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 20,615; +3.7% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE VII. SUBDIVISION CONSTRUCTION PLAN APPROVAL 
ARTICLE IX. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements.   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE VII.  SUBDIVISION CONSTRUCTION PLAN APPROVAL 
Section 701. Submittal. 
Section 702. Qualified engineers. 
Section 703. Plan presentation. 
Section 704. General information to be shown on engineered construction plans. 
Section 705. Information relating primarily to streets. 
Section 706. Information relating primarily to grading and drainage. 
Section 707. Residential green space requirements. 
Section 708. Residential design standards. 
Section 709. Information to be shown on sanitary sewer plans. 
Section 710. Information to be shown on erosion control plans. 
Section 711. Review procedures for subdivision construction plans. 
Section 712. Required improvements. 
 
ARTICLE IX.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
Section 901. Suitability of land. 
Section 902. Preservation of trees and other natural growth. 
Section 903. Access. 
Section 904. Conformance to zoning ordinance street and comprehensive plans. 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Cartersville 
Bartow County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 17,221; +6.9% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE IV. MINIMUM LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 17-61. Application. 
Section 17-62. Definitions. 
Section 17-63. Purpose. 
Section 17-64. Exemptions. 
Section 17-65. Landscaped area general requirements. 
Section 17-66. Landscaping requirements for parking lots and vehicular use areas. 
Section 17-67. Planting, maintenance and removal. 
Section 17-68. Submission of site plans. 
Section 17-69. Enforcement, violations and penalties. 
Section 17-70. Appeal. 
Section 17-71. Small trees. 
Section 17-72. Large trees. 
ARTICLE IV. GENERAL PROVISIONS [duplicate article number] 
Section 4.1. Interpretation and application. 
Section 4.2. Zoning affects all land and buildings. 
Section 4-3. Every use must be upon a lot. 
Section 4.4. Only one (1) principal building per lot. 
Section 4.5. Open space not to be encroached upon. 
Section 4.6. Required open space may not be used by another building. 
Section 4.7. Reduction of yards or lot area. 
Section 4.8. Encroachment on public rights of way. 
Section 4.9. Location of accessory uses, buildings or structures. 
Section 4.10. Every lot shall abut a street. 
Section 4.11. Lots with multiple frontage. 
Section 4.12. Visibility at intersections. 
Section 4.13. Uses prohibited. 
Section 4.14. Zoning of annexed areas. 
Section4.15. Emergency shelters. 
Section 4.15. Height limitations of walls and fences. 
Section 4.17. Buffer and screening requirements.  
Section 4.18. Substandard lots of record. 
Section 4.19. Structures permitted above the height limit. 
Section 4.20. Permitted encroachments of yards and setbacks. 
ARTICLE XXIII. MAIN STREET OVERLAY DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
Section 23.7. Screening and fencing. 
Section 23.8. Landscaping. 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Catoosa County 
Chattanooga MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 58,085; +8.3% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE II. TIMBER OPERATIONS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 19-31. Purpose and intent. 
Section 19-32. Definitions. 
Section 19-33. Surety bond. 
Section 19-34. Permit. 
Section 19-35. Duties of permit holder. 
Section 19-36. Administration. 
Section 19-37. Enforcement. 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Cedartown 
Polk County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 9,583; +1.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 12 years. 
City Tree Board (also referred to as “Tree Commission”) with 5 members;  

no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 2. ADMINISTRATION 
Division 4. Tree Commission 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 2. ADMINISTRATION  
Division 4.  Tree Commission 
Section 2-136. Created; members. 
Section 2-137. Organization, records, rules of procedure. 
Section 2-138. Responsibilities, duties. 
Section 2-139. Review by city commission. 
 
Chapter 86. VEGETATION  
Article I. In General 
Sections 86-1 to 86-30. Reserved. 
Article II. Trees 
Section 86-31. Definitions. 
Section 86-32. Specifications for tree plantings. 
Section 86-33. City authority to plant, maintain and remove trees. 
Section 86-34. Tree topping requires authorization. 
Section 86-35. Pruning; corner clearance, clear space along public way. 
Section 86-36. Tree removal and pruning on private property. 
Section 86-37. Removal of stumps. 
Section 86-38. Interference with tree commission. 
Section 86-39. Arborist’s license and bond. 
Section 86-40. Penalty. 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Chamblee 
DeKalb County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 9,228; -3.2% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ORDINANCE #534 

CHAPTER 34, ARTICLE IX: PRESERVATION OF TREES 
Appendix A, Section 402, Site and Landscaping Requirements 

Date of first adoption unknown.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Sec. 34-400.  Title of the article and intent. 
Sec. 34-401.  Definitions. 
Sec. 34-402.  Appointment and qualifications of the city tree consultant. 
Sec. 34-403.  General rules and regulations; City property. 
Sec. 34-404.  Applicability. 
Sec. 34-405.  Permitting process. 
Sec. 34-406.  Protection of trees. 
Sec. 34-407.  Planting of trees. 
Sec. 34-408.  Easements to plant trees on private property. 
Sec. 34-409.  Violation and penalty. 
Sec. 34-410.  Judicial review. 
Sec. 34-411.  Amendments and adoption of Tree Preservation Ordinance administrative guidelines. 
City of Chamblee Tree Preservation Ordinance Administrative Guidelines 

 
LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS from Section 402. Development plans. 

402.070. General site design requirements. 
402.075. General landscaping requirements. 
402.080. Policies and standards. 
402.085. Landscaping coverage. 
402.090. Frontage and perimeter landscaping requirements. 
402.095. Parking area landscaping requirements. 
402.100. Tree requirements. 
402.105. Agreement and bonding. 
402.106. Maintenance. 
City of Chamblee Application for Tree Removal 
Landscape Installation Guidelines 
 
Section 406. Buffers required. 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Marci Hooper-Smith 
Director, Permits & Inspections 

770.986.5024 voice / 770.986.5014 fax  
mhooper-smith@chambleega.com 

www.chambleega.com 
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Chatham County 
Savannah MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 235,270; +1.4% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

Chatham County Tree Commission with 5 members; 
no meeting frequency required by ordinance.  

 
CHAPTER 24, ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE II, LAND-DISTURBING ACTIVITIES ORDINANCE 
First adopted 1989.  Last revised 1998. 

Comprehensive Land Clearing and Tree Protection Activities Manual adopted 1997. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 24 
ARTICLE II  Land Disturbing Activities Ordinance 
24-201 Title 
24-202 Jurisdiction 
24-203 Purpose 
24-204 Exemptions 
24-205 Definitions 
24-206 General Provisions 
24-207 Principles and Standards for Greenspaces, Tree Protection, Tree Establishment and Landscaping: General 
24-208 Principles and Standards for Greenspaces, Tree Protection, Tree Establishment and Landscaping in 

Commercial, Industrial and Multi-family Development 
24-209 Principles and Standards for Greenspaces, Tree Protection, Tree Establishment and Landscaping in New 

Single-family Residential Subdivision Development 
24-210 Requirements for Protection of Wetlands and Ground Water Recharge Areas 
24-211 Administration 
24-212 Fees 
24-213 Implementation 
24-214 Severability 
24-215 Conflicts 
Chatham County Department of Engineering Land Disturbing Activities Permit Application 
Chatham County Department of Engineering Plot Plan Review Request 
Chatham County Department of Engineering Certificate of Occupancy Tree Inspection Request 
Legal Notice: Stop Work 
Uses City of Savannah Comprehensive Land-Clearing and Tree Protection Activities Manual (February 1997) 

For more information, contact: 
 

Chatham County Arborist 
912.652.7805 voice / 912.652.7818 fax 

www.chathamcounty.org
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Cherokee County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 166,639; +14.8% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

Tree Preservation Committee with 5 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 
 

Article 25 – Tree Preservation and Replanting Standards 
First adopted 1999.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article 25 – Tree Preservation and Replanting Standards 
25.1 Intent 
25.2 Purpose 
25.3 Title 
25.4 Applicability 
25.5 Definitions 
25.6 Tree Commission 
25.7 Technology Ridge Tree Buffer Zone 
25.8 Tree Preservation 
25.9 Exemptions 
25.10 Minimum Tree Density Requirements 
25.11 Tree Preservation Standards 
25.12 Application Requirements 
25.13 Off-Street Parking 
25.14 Approval Letter (Non-Development) 
25.15 Tree Removal Permit 
25.16 Approval Letter Fee: Permit Fee 
25.17 Tree Survey Plan and Inventory 
25.18 Tree Survey Inspection 
25.19 Tree Removal Compliance Inspection 
25.20 Tree Damage Assessment 
25.21 Tree Replanting Standards 
25.22 Penalties 
25.23 Variances 
25.24 Non-liability of County 
25.25 Severability 
25.26 Effective Date of Ordinance; Code 
Flowchart TP-1 
Figures 
APPENDIX A. RECOMMENDED SPECIES LIST OF OVERSTORY TREES, RECOMMENDED SPECIES LIST OF 
UNDERSTORY TREES 
APPENDIX B. [no title – tree density requirements calculations, density factor unit charts] 
APPENDIX C. SPECIMEN TREES, PINE SPECIES 
CHEROKEE COUNTY ENGINEERING DEPT. TREE PROTECTION & BUFFER CHECKLIST 

For more information, contact: 
 

Craig Henschel 
County Arborist 

678.493.6077 voice / 678.493.6055 fax 
chenschel@cherokeega.com 

www.cherokeega.com 
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City of Clarkston 
DeKalb County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 7,122; -1.7% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 5 BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION;RELATED MATTERS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements (parking lots only). 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Article II. Housing Code; Unsafe Buildings 
Article III. Flood Damage Prevention 
Article IV. Protection of Wetlands 
Article V. Tree Protection 
Section 5-301. Intent. 
Section 5-302. Definitions. 
Section 5-303. Appointment and qualifications of a city tree consultant. 
Section 5-304. General rules and regulations—City property. 
Section 5-305. Applicability. 
Section 5-306. Permits. 
Section 5-307. Protection of trees. 
Section5-308.  Restrictions on building permits. 
Section 5-309. Planting of trees. 
Section 5-310. Easements to plant trees on private property. 
Section 5-311. Violation and penalty. 
Section 5-312. Administrative guidelines. 
Article VI. General Provisions 
Section 62. Offstreet automobile parking. 
  62.3 Site requirements. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Clayton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 259,736; +8.9% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

APPENDIX A – ZONING 
ARTICLE II. TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 

ARTICLE IX. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
Section 901. Landscaping, buffers, and environmental protection. 

First adopted 1998.  Last revised 1999. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
APPENDIX A – ZONING 
ARTICLE II. TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 
Section 86-51. Title. 
Section 86-52. Jurisdiction. 
Section 86-53. Purpose.. 
Section 86-54. Definitions. 
Section 86-55. Exemptions. 
Section 86-56. Permits. 
Section 86-57. Tree density requirements. 
Section 86-58. Tree preservation planting requirements. 
Section 86-59. Development plan specifications. 
Section 86-60. Enforcement. 
Section 86-61. Violation; penalty. 
Section 86-62. Appeals. 
CLAYTON COUNTY LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES (1999) 
Section 1. Purpose. 
Section 2. Applicability. 
Section 3. Plan specifications. 
Section 4. General provisions. 
Section 5. Bufferyard plant density requirements. 
Section 6. Plant material specifications. 
Section 7. Maintenance. 
Clayton County Tree Preservation and Replacement Ordinance Standards of Practice 
 
ARTICLE IX. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
Section 901. Landscaping and buffer areas. 
Section 902. Screening 
 
Clayton County Timber Harvesting Permit Procedure 
 

 
For more information, contact: 

 
Dawn Dickerson 

Zoning Administrator 
770.473.5476 voice / 770.603.4039 fax 

dawn.dickerson@co.clayton.ga.us  
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Cobb County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 651,027; +6.6% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 50 ENVIRONMENT 
Article VI. Tree Preservation and Replacement 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Article II. Chattahoochee River Corridor Tributary Protection Area 
Article III. Land Disturbing Activities 
Article IV. Stormwater Management 
Article V. Stormwater Quality/Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connections 
Article VI. Tree Preservation and Replacement 
Section 50-216. Definitions 
Section 50-217. Scope of article. 
Section 50-218. Conflicting provisions. 
Section 50-219. Findings, intent and statement of purpose. 
Section 50-220. Permit—Required. 
Section 50-221. Same—Procedure. 
Section 50-222. Removal and replacement of trees. 
Section 50-223. Density requirements. 
Section 50-223.1 Administrative Variances. 
Section 50-224. Maintenance period and fiscal surety. 
Section 50-225. Enforcement of article. 
Section 50-226. Inspections. 
Section 50-227. Appeal of administrative decision. 
Section 50-228. Notice of noncompliance. 
Section 50-229. Stop work orders 
Section 50-230. Suspension, revocation, modification of permit. 
Section 50-231. Payment of civil penalty; penalty for violation of article. 
Section 50-232. Fees. 
Sections 50-233 to 50-255. Reserved. 
Article VII. Noise 
 
[County Tree Preservation and Replacement Standards referenced in code.] 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of College Park 
Clayton and Fulton Counties 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 18,940; -7.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 5 BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED MATTERS 

Article XIII. Trees 
ARTICLE XI-C.  OFF-STREET PARKING AREA LAYOUT, CONSTRUCTION AND 

MAINTENANCE, AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICULAR USE 
AREAS 

Section 3. Landscape requirements for vehicle use areas. 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements (parking areas). 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 5-250. Definitions. 
Section 5-251. Purpose and intent. 
Section 5-252. Enforcing authority. 
Section 5-253. General duty of building official regarding trees. 
Section 5-254. Preparation of tree planting and maintenance regulations. 
Section 5-255. Submission of site plans for development required; approval; requirements. 
Section 5-256. Permit—Required. 
Section 5-257. Same—Exemptions. 
Section 5-258. Same—Waiver in emergencies. 
Section 5-259. Building moving permits. 
Section 5-260. Protection within tree protective zone. 
Section 5-261. Tree protection prior to development. 
Section 5-262. Tree protection during development. 
Section 5-263. Appeals. 
 
ARTICLE XI-C.  OFF-STREET PARKING AREA LAYOUT, CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE, AND 
LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICULAR USE AREAS 
Section 3. Landscape requirements for vehicle use areas.  

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Colquitt 
Miller County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 1,909; -1.4% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 74 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Article II. Trees and Shrubs 
Division 1. Generally 
Section 74-31. Definitions. 
Section 74-32. Street tree species to be planted. 
Section 74-33. Spacing. 
Section 74-34. Distance from curb and sidewalk. 
Section 74-35. Distance from street corner and fireplugs. 
Section 74-36. Planting distance from utilities. 
Section 74-37. Public tree care. 
Section 74-38. Tree topping. 
Section 74-39. Pruning; corner clearance. 
Section 74-40. Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
Section 74-41. Removal of stumps. 
Section 74-42. Arborists license and bond. 
Section 74-43. Penalty for violation of article. 
Sections 74-44 to 74-65. Reserved. 
Division 2. Tree Board 
Section 74-66. Creation and establishment. 
Section 74-67. Terms of office. 
Section 74-68. Compensation. 
Section 74-69. Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 74-70. Operation. 
Section 74-71. Interference with. 
Section 74-72. Review of actions and decisions by city council. 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Columbia County 
Augusta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 97,505; +8.4% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 90 ZONING 
Article IV. Supplemental Requirements 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article IV. Supplemental Requirements 
Section 90-131. In general. 
Section 90-132. Nonconforming uses of land and structures. 
Section 90-133. Off-street parking. 
Section 90-134. Savannah River corridor buffer. 
Section 90-135. Signs. 
Section 90-136. Automobile wrecking yards, junkyards and salvage yards. 
Section 90-137. Unspecified uses. 
Section 90-138. Adult bookstores, adult entertainment establishments, adult theaters. 
Section 90-139. Buffers. 
Section 90-140. Landscaping. 
Section 90-141. Tree protection. 
Section 90-142. Customary home occupations. 
Section 90-143. Seasonal roadside vendors. 
Section 90-144. Placement of buildings and structures. 
Section 90-145. List of recommended trees. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

Columbus-Muscogee County 
Consolidated Government 

Columbus MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 185,702; -0.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 28 years. 
Tree Board with 11 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 20A TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 

First adopted 1972.  Last revised 2001. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 20A-1. Findings, intent and statement of purpose. 
Section 20A-2. Definitions. 
Section 20A-3. City arborist. 
Section 20A-4.  Tree board. 
Section 20A-5. Official tree. 
Section 20A-6. Applicability. 
Section 20A-7. Density requirements. 
Section 20A-8. Additional requirements. 
Section 20A-9. Tree protection and planting plan requirements. 
Section 20A-10. Tree protection during construction standards. 
Section 20A-11. Tree planting standards. 
Section 20A-12.  Alternative compliance. 
Section 20A-13. Inspections. 
Section 20A-14. Variances. 
Section 20A-15. Nuisances, disease, infection, and emergencies. 
Section 20A-16. Enforcement and administration. 
Section 20A-17. Injunctive relief. 
Section 20A-18. Miscellaneous. 
Section 20A-19. Severability and conflict. 
Section 20A-20. Effective date. 
TREE DENSITY UNIT STANDARDS, Table A: Planted, Table B-1: Preserved Trees, [small maturing], Table B-2: 
Preserved Trees [large maturing]. 
APPENDIX A RECOMMENDED TREE PLANTING LIST 
APPENDIX B TREE PLANTING DETAIL 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Scott Jones 
City Arborist and Division Manager 

Urban Forestry & Beautification 
706.653.4160 voice / 706.653.4576 fax 



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

City of Conyers 
Rockdale County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 12,034; +5.5% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 13 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Title 8, Chapter 10 

TREE PRESERVATION AND LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 
First adopted 2000.  No revisions. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 8-10-1 – TITLE AND AUTHORITY 
SECTION 8-10-2 – DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 8-10-3 – FINDINGS 
SECTION 8-10-4 – PURPOSE AND INTENT 
SECTION 8-10-5 – APPLICABILITY 
SECTION 8-10-6 – APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
SECTION 8-10-7 – TREE SURVEY INSPECTION 
SECTION 8-10-8 – MINIMUM TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 8-10-9 – ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE TO TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 8-10-10 – TREE PROTECTION 
SECTION 8-10-11 – MINIMUM ON-SITE PLANTING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 8-10-12 – RENOVATION SITE MINIMUM PLANTING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 8-10-13 – TREE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
SECTION 8-10-14 – VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES AND APPEALS 
SECTION 8-10-15 – ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS, MODIFICATIONS 
SECTION 8-10-16 – VARIANCES 
APPENDIX A – RECOMMENDED TREE SELECTION LISTS, Table 1 SHADE TREE LIST, Table 2 CHARACTER 
TREE LIST, Table 3 FLOWERING TREE LIST, Table 4 EVERGREEN TREE LIST 
APPENDIX B – INVASIVE EXOTIC TREE SPECIES LIST, Table 1 INVASIVE EXOTIC TREE SPECIES 
APPENDIX C – LIST OF FIGURES  

For more information, contact: 
 

Bonnie Clark 
Building Inspector 

770.929.4283 voice / 770.929.4292 fax 
bonnie.clarke@conyersga.com 

www.conyersga.com 
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City of Cordele 
Crisp County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 11,500; -1.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 13 years. 
City tree board with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE II. TREE PRESERVATION 

First adopted 1993.  Several revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 15-41. Purpose and intent. 
Section 15-42.  Definitions 
Section 15-43. City Tree Board – Established. 
Section 15-44. Same – Term of office. 
Section 15-45. Same – Compensation. 
Section 15-46. Same – Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 15-47. Same – Operation. 
Section 15-48. Public tree care. 
Section 15-49. Tree topping. 
Section 15-50. Reserved. 
Section 15-51. Interference illegal. 
Section 15-52. Review by the city commission. 
Section 15-53. Penalty. 
Section 15-54. Severability. 
Section 15-55. Repeal of conflicting provisions. 
  

For more information, contact: 
 

Jean H. Burnette 
City Manager 

229.273.3102, x 614 voice / 229.273.6773 fax 
jeanburnette@cityofcordele.com 

www.cityofcordele.com 
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City of Covington 
Newton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 13,152; +11.2% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 14 years.  
Tree Preservation Board with 7 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 16.136 TREE PRESERVATION 

First adopted 1991.  Last revised 2003. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 16.136.010 Title. 
Section 16.136.020 Purpose. 
Section 16.136.030 Definitions. 
Section 16.136.040 Applicability. 
Section 16.136.050 Tree canopy cover measurements. 
Section 16.136.060 Tree preservation board. 
Section 16.136.070 Soil and tree conservation. 
Section 16.136.080 Timber harvesting. 
Section 16.136.090 Right-of-way encroachment. 
Section 16.136.100 Tree canopy cover. 
Section 16.136.110 Community tree species list. 
Section 16.136.120 Permeable surfaces. 
Section 16.136.130 Landscaped area. 
Section 16.136.140 Tree protection. 
Section 16.136.150 Tree establishment. 
Section 16.136.160 Public trees. 
Section 16.136.170 Private trees. 
Section 16.136.180 Certifications. 
Section 16.136.190 Standards. 
Section 16.136.200 Site inspections. 
Section 16.136.210 Tree bank. 
Section 16.136.220 Enforcement. 
Section 16.136.230 Penalties. 
Section 16.136.240 Appeals. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Lloyd Kerr 
Building and Zoning Director 

770.385.2179 voice / 770.385.2170 fax 
lkerr@cityofcovington.org 
www.cityofcovington.org 
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Crisp County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 21,994; 0% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 74 SUBDIVISIONS 
APPENDIX A DEVELOPMENT CODE 

Article 6. Landscaping, Buffers and Tree Conservation 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article III.  General Standards and Minimum Standards of Design 
Section 74-79. Relation to present, proposed and future street system. 
APPENDIX A DEVELOPMENT CODE 
Article 6.  Landscaping, Buffers and Tree Conservation 
Section 6.01. Purpose and definitions. 
Section 6.02. Calculation of “tree units.” 
Division I.  Environmental Protection 
Section 6.03. Groundwater recharge area protection. 
Section 6.04. Wetlands protection. 
Division II.  Landscaping of Projects in General 
Section 6.05. Landscaping; where required. 
Section 6.06. Landscaping of yard areas. 
Section 6.07. Landscape strips along front lot lines. 
Section 6.08. Landscape strips along side lot lines. 
Division III.  Parking Lot and Loading Area Landscaping 
Section 6.09. Parking lot trees. 
Section 6.10. Loading area screening. 
Division IV.  Buffers between Incompatible Land Uses 
Section 6.11.  Buffers; where required. 
Section 6.12. Buffer design standards. 
Section 6.13. Maintenance of buffers. 
Section 6.14. Buffer modifications. 
Division V.  Tree Conservation 
Section 6.15. Tree conservation; where required. 
Section 6.16. Trees to be provided or retained. 
Section 6.17. Protection of existing trees. 
Division VI.  Landscaping Plans, Installation and Maintenance 
Section 6.18. Site landscaping plans. 
Section 6.19. Plant materials; standards. 
Section 6.20. Installation and maintenance of plant materials. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Dalton 
Whitfield County 

Dalton MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 30,341; +7.0% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 16 years. 
Tree Board with 9 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Tree Ordinance 

First adopted 1990.  Last revised 1993. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I:  GENERAL 
1-1 Title 
1-2 Purpose 
1-3 Definitions 
1-4 [not included; Dalton Tree Board section] 
1-5 [not included] 
1-6 Landmark Trees 
1-7 License and Bond of Arborist 
1-8 Disease, Insects, Hazard, or Nuisance 
1-9 Emergencies 
ARTICLE II:  PUBLIC PROPERTIES 
2-1 Permit 
2-2 Topping 
2-3 Public/Private Utilities 
2-4 Road Projects 
2-5 Injuring Trees 
2-6 Trimming Trees Adjacent to Public Lands 
ARTICLE III:   PRIVATE PROPERTY 
3-1 Reserved. 
ARTICLE IX:  ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES, APPEALS 
4-1 Administration 
4-2 Enforcement and Penalties 
4-3 Appeals 
ARTICLE V:  LEGAL STATUS 
5-1 Conflict with Other Laws 
5-2 Severability 
5-3 Effective Date 
 
AMENDMENT 1991 [Dalton Tree Board changes] 
 
AMENDMENT 1991 [see contents below] 
Section 1.  [introduction] 
ARTICLE III:   PRIVATE PROPERTY 
Section [3]-1. Property to be excluded from the provisions of this article. 
Section 3-2. Utility Responsibility on Private Property. 
Section 3-3. Tree Planting on Private Property. 
Section 3-4. Protection of existing trees on Private property required. 
Section 3-5. Inspection of Sites 
Section 3-6. Emergencies 
Section 2. [City of Dalton Tree Ordinance remains in full effect as amended] 
 
AMENDMENT 1993 [Dalton Tree Board changes]  

For more information, contact: 
 

Kris Thomas 
Landscape Director, City of Dalton 

706.537.2843 voice / 706.278.1847 fax 
kthomas.pw@citydalton.net 

www.citydalton.net 
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City of Darien 
McIntosh County 
Brunswick MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 1,670; -3.0% change from 2000 Census.   
Not a Tree City USA. 

Streetscapes/Parks Committee with 4 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

Tree and Landscape Ordinance 
First adopted 2002.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
 Purpose and Intent 
 Application 
Definitions 
Section I. Public Tree Care 

A. Maintenance by City of Darien 
B. Placement of Street Trees and Park Trees 

Section II. Public Tree Care 
A. Permits Required 
B. Permit Procedures 
C. Site Development Plan Required 

Section III. Landscape Requirements 
A. General Requirements 
B. Vehicular Use Areas 
C. Street Yard Areas 
D. Expansion of Existing Vehicular Use Areas 
E. Screening Outdoor Storage Areas 
F. Historic District Provisions 
G. Specimen Trees 

Section IV.   City of Darien, Georgia Tree Fund 
A. City of Darien, Georgia Tree Fund Established 
B. Source of Deposits 
C. Timely Use of Funds Required 
D. Location of Plantings on Public Property from Private Development Sources 
E. Approved Uses for Funds from Private Development Sources 
F. City to Plant in Numbers and Sizes Equal to Deposits Received 
G. Schedule of Costs 

Section V.  Continuing Compliance and Obligation for Maintenance 
A. Maintenance Required 
B. Inspection 
C. Notification of Deficiency 
D. Prompt Replacement Required 
E. Change of Ownership 

Section VI. Violations and Penalties 
A. Failure to Obtain a Permit Before Performing Work Which Impacts Trees 
B. Violations of Provisions or Removal or Destruction of Trees 
C. Failure to Maintain Trees on Sites 
D. Failure to Replace Dead Plants as Designated in the Landscape Plan 
E. Jurisdiction 
F. Waivers 
 

Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 

Section VII. Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
Section VIII. Severability 
Section IX. Conflicts 
 
Tree and Landscape Ordinance Activities Manual 
Appendix A Recommended Tree Species 
Appendix B Proper Tree Pruning Methods 
  Planting Trees for Success 
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Dawson County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 18,575; +13.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

Dawson County Tree Preservation Committee with 5 members; quarterly meetings required by 
ordinance. 

 
Buffer, Landscape, and Tree Ordinance 

First adopted 2002. No revisions. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE 1 – INTENT, PURPOSE AND TITLE 
ARTICLE II – DEFINITIONS 
ARTICLE III – BUFFER REGUILATIONS 
ARTICLE IV – LANDSCAPE REGULATIONS 
ARTICLE V – APPLICABLITY AND EXEMPTIONS 
ARTICLE VI – TREE PRESERVATION/REPLACEMENT PLAN 
ARTICLE VII – BUFFER/LANDSCAPE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS 
ARTICLE VIII – TREEE PRESERVATION /REPLACEMENT PLAN SPECIFICATIONS 
ARTICLE IX – COMPLIANCE 
ARTICLE X – CONTINUING MAINTENANCE 
ARTICLE XI – ENFORCEMENT, VIOLATION, APPEALS ETC. 
ARTICLE XII – ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT 
 
APPENDIX A – CREDIT FOR EXISTING TREES 
APPENDIX B – CREDIT FOR REPLACEMENT TREES 
APPENDIX C – CANOPY TREE LIST 
APPENDIX D – UNDERSTORY TREE LIST 
 
DETAIL No. 1 Frontage Planting Strips 
DETAIL No. 2 Active Tree Protection 

For more information, contact: 
 

Robbie J. Irvin 
Code Enforcement Officer/County Arborist 

706.344.3290 voice / 706.344.3652 fax  
rirvin@syclone.net 

www.dawsoncounty.org 
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City of Dawsonville 
Dawson County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 632; +7.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
LAND USE & ZONING ORDINANCE 

ARTICLE 23.  BUFFER, LANDSCAPE, SCREENING AND OPEN SPACE 
REQUIREMENTS 

First adopted 1994.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 2301 Purpose and Intent. 
Section 2302 Buffer Required. 
Section 2303 Buffer Specifications. 
Section 2304 Landscape Strip Required. 
Section 2305 Acceptable Plant Materials. 
Section 2306 Maintenance of Buffers and Landscape Strips. 
Section 2307 Tree Protection. 
Section 2308 Parking Area Landscaping Requirements. 
Section 2309 Screening of Dumpsters Required. 
Section 2310 Administration and Enforcement. 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Steve Holder 
Zoning Administrator 

706.265.3256 voice / 706.265.3256 fax  
planning@dawsonville.com 

www.dawsonville.com 
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City of Decatur 
DeKalb County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 17,859; -2.0% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
0-89-26 ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PRESERVATION OF TREES, 

ARTICLE III. PRESERVATION OF TREES 
First adopted 1989.  Last revised 1999. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 20-31. Intent. 
Section 20-32. Definitions 
Section 20-33. Appointment and Qualifications of a City Tree Consultant 
Section 20-34. General Rules and Regulations:  City Property. 
Section 20-35. Applicability. 
Section 20-36. Permits. 
Section 20-37. Protection of Trees. 
Section 20-38. [not found] 
Section 20-39. Planting of Trees. 
Section 20-40. Easements to Plant Trees on Private Property 
Section 20-41. Violation and Penalty. 
Section 20-42. Legality of Article and Parts Thereof. 
Section 20-43. Effective Date. 
 
Tree Preservation Ordinance General Information 
CHECK LIST FOR TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE PLAN REVIEW 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES Supplement No. 1 

For more information, contact: 
 

Hugh Saxon 
Deputy City Manager 

678.553.6507 voice / 404.378.2678 fax  
hsaxon@decaturga.com 

www.decaturga.com 
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DeKalb County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 674,334; +1.3% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 14, Article II, Section 14-39 Tree Protection 
First adopted 1991.  Last revised 1999. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Part 1.  Enactment 
Section 14-39. Tree Protection 
(a) Statement of Purpose 
(b) General Applicability. 
(c) Exemptions. 
(d) Definitions. 
(e) Procedures. 
(f) Fees. (Reserved) 
(g) Tree Preservation and Replacement Requirements. 
(h) Tree Replacement Standards. 
(i) Buffers. 
(j) Parking Lot Landscaping. 
(k) Street Trees. 
(l) Maintenance. 
(m) Alternative Compliance. 
(n) Tree Harvesting. 
(o) Utility Company and Public Works Guidelines 
(p) Enforcement. 
Part 2.  Severability. 
Part 3.  Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances. 
Part 4.  Effective Date. 
APPENDIX A  DeKalb County Overstory Trees Acceptable for Replanting Credits 
 
Section 27-753.  Landscaping requirements for parking lots. 
 
CHECKLIST FOR BUILDING PERMITS 
VEGETATION PROTECTION AND REPLACEMENT [also a checklist] 

For more information, contact: 
 

Steven Strickland 
County Arborist 

404.371.4913 voice / 404.371.2725 fax  
www.co.dekalb.ga.us 
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City of Douglas 
Coffee County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 10,753; +1.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 17 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Tree and Landscape Ordinance 

First adopted 1978.  Last revised 2002. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Section 94-1. Trimming of trees interfering with utility lines. 
Section 94-2. Trees and shrubbery; planting. 
Section 94-3. Area between property line and street. 
Section 94-4.  Vacant property – Overgrowth prohibited. 
Section 94-5. Same – Periodic clearing by owner. 
Section 94-6. Same – Removal of vegetation obstructing utility meters. 
Section 94-7. Same – Failure to remove. 
Sections 94-8 – 94-30. Reserved. 
 
Article II.  Trees and Shrubs 
Section 94-31. Short title. 
Section 94-32. Definitions 
Section 94-33. Intent. 
Section 94-34. Properties affected. 
Section 94-35. Permit – Required for removal of trees. 
Section 94-36. Same – Plot plan required. 
Section 94-37. Same – Application review. 
Section 94-38. Hazardous conditions. 
Section 94-39. Protection of trees during development. 
Section 94-40. Attachments to trees. 
Section 94-41. Removal of trees partially on public lands. 
Section 94-42. Obstructions at intersections of public rights-of-way, drives, walkways, etc. 
Section 94-43. Overhang onto public property. 
Section 94-44. Enforcement. 
Section 94-45. Appeals. 
Section 94-46. Penalty. 
 
Article VI, Section 606.65, Parking Lot Landscaping 
   

For more information, contact: 
 

Marvin Rains 
Grounds Maintenance Director 

912.384.5068 voice / 912.389.3403 fax 
mrains@accessatc.net 
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Douglas County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 102,015; +9.6% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Article 8. Landscaping, Buffers and Tree Conservation 
Year first adopted unknown. Last revised 2004. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 801 Purpose of Article 8. 
Section 802 Landscaping, buffers and tree conservation definitions. 
Section 803 Calculation of “tree units.” 
 
DIVISION I.  LANDSCAPING OF PROJECTS IN GENERAL 
Section 804 Landscaping; where required. 
Section 805 Frontage landscape strips; standards. 
Section 806 Side and rear yard landscape areas; standards. 
Section 807 Screening of trash storage containers. 
Section 808 Screening of air conditioning units. 
Section 809 Screening of stormwater detention ponds. 
 
DIVISION II.  PARKING LOT AND LOADING AREA LANDSCAPING 
Section 810 Parking lot plantings. 
Section 811 Parking lot screening. 
Section 812 Screening of truck loading areas. 
 
DIVISION III.  ZONING BUFFERS BETWEEN INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES 
Section 813 Zoning buffers; where required. 
Section 814 Zoning buffers; when required. 
Section 815 Zoning Buffer design standards. 
Section 816 Maintenance of zoning buffers. 
Section 817 Zoning buffer modifications. 
 
DIVISION IV.  TREE CONSERVATION 
Section 818 Tree conservation; intent and findings. 
Section 819 Tree conservation; where required. 
Section 820 Trees to be provided or retained. 
Section 821 Protection of existing trees. 
Section 822 Alternative compliance. 
 
DIVISION V.  LANDSCAPING PLANS, INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
Section 823 Site landscaping plans. 
Section 824 Plant materials; standards. 
Section 825 Installation and maintenance of plant materials. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Robert Ziegelasch 
Arborist 

770.920.7524 voice / 770.715.5366 fax  
rziegelash@co.douglas.ga.us 

www.co.douglas.ga.us 
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City of Dublin 
Laurens County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 15,976; +0.6% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 6 years. 
Tree board with 12 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 14 OFFENSES 
ARTICLE V. TREES 

APPENDIX A ZONING 
ARTICLE 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE V.  TREES 
Section 14-39. Protective regulations. 
Section 14-40. Creation of tree board. 
APPENDIX A.   ZONING 
ARTICLE 4.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section 4.3.  Off-street parking and loading. 

4.3.5.  Vegetation/landscaping. 
Section 4.4.  Buffer strips. 

 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Duluth 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 23,697; +4.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 17 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 14 TREE PROTECTION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Sections 14-1 to 14-50.  Reserved 
Article II. Buffer, Landscape and Tree Ordinance 
Division 1. Intent, Purpose and Title 
Division 2. Definitions 
Division 3. Buffer Regulations 
Division 4. Landscape Regulations 
Division 5. Tree Preservation and Tree Replacement Regulations 
Division 6. Plan and Plat Specification 
Division 7. Compliance 
Division 8. Enforcement, Violation and Penalties 
Division 9. Adoption and Amendment 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of East Point 
Fulton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 37,220; -7.6% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Part 10 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Chapter 6. Tree Protection 

CHAPTER 1. STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
Article B. Trees and Plantings 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 10-6001. Definitions. 
Section 10-6002. Applicability. 
Section 10-6003. Vegetation disturbance permit required. 
Section 10-6004. Vegetation disturbance permit for developed single-family lot. 
Section 10-6005. Appeal procedure. 
Section 10-6006. Tree protection requirements. 
Section 10-6007. Guidelines for protection. 
Section 10-6008. Guidelines for tree replacement. 
Article B.  Trees and Plantings 
Section 8-1031. Public shade trees—Authority of council. 
Section 8-1032. Same—Permits for cutting required. 
Section 8-1033. Trimming of trees and tree branches constituting hazard to utility lines or citizens. 
Section 8-1034. Planting of trees near streets, sidewalks. 
Section 8-1035. Removal of trees causing injury to pavement—Duty of engineer to do so; exceptions. 
Section 8-1036. Same—Inspection to determine, remedial action. 
Section 8-1037. Same—Notice to city attorney. 
Section 8-1038. Same—Condemnation proceedings. 
Section 8-1039. Same—Interference with officials. 
Section 8-1040. Trimming shrubbery near driveways—Required. 
Section 8-1041. Same—Notification of violators. 
Section 8-1042. Same—Compliance with notice. 
Section 8-1043. Same—When community development to trim; levying of costs. 
Section 8-1044. Restrictions on the planting of lawns. 
Sections 8-1045 to 8-1060. Reserved. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Eastman 
Dodge County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 5,422; -0.3% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 15 years. 
City of Eastman Tree Commission with 7 members;  

regular and special meetings as necessary required by ordinance. 
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF EASTMAN TREE COMMISSION 
First adopted 1991.  No revisions. 

Establishes tree board only. 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1 [establishment and purpose] 
Section 2 [members, terms] 
Section 3 [power and authority] 
Section 4 [officers and meetings] 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Ben Edge 
City Clerk 

478.374.7721 voice / 478.374.5149 fax  
edgeb@mchsi.com 
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City of Eatonton 
Putnam County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 6,917; +2.1% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 5 years. 
City of Eatonton Tree Board with 8 members;  

regular and special meetings as necessary required by ordinance. 
 

Tree City Ordinance 
First adopted 2001.  No revisions. 

Addresses public property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1: PURPOSE 
Section 2: DEFINITIONS 
Section 3: CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A CITY TREE BOARD 
Section 4: ADOPTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 
Section 5: TREE SURGEON AND LANDSCAPING LICENSE 
Section 6: PERMITS 
Section 7: LANDSCAPE STRIPS/ISLANDS 
Section 8: TREE CUTTING 
Section 9: STUMPS  
Section 10: USE OF CHEMICAL AND HERBICIDES 
Section 11: ADMINISTRATIVE REIVEW BY CITY COUNCIL 
Section 12: VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 
Section 13: APPLICATION OF ORDINANCE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR TREE PRESERVATION IN THE CITY OF EATONTON, GEORGIA 
Section 1: TREE SPECIES TO BE PLANTED 
Section 2: SPACING 
Section 3: DISTANCE FROM CURB AND SIDEWALK 
Section 4: DISTANCE FROM STREET CORNERS AND FIREPLUGS 
Section 5: UTILITIES 
Section 6: MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANTING 
Section 7: PUBLIC TREE CARE 

For more information, contact: 
 

Lynda Ramage 
Co-Chair City of Eatonton Tree Board 
706.485.3372 voice / 706.485.7912 fax  

lyndaramage@cs.com 
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City of Elberton 
Elbert County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,612; -2.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE VII. PLANTINGS, MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF TREES 

First adopted 1999.  No revisions. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 22-420 Title. 
Section 22-421. Definitions. 
Section 22-422.  Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 22-423. Street tree species to be planted. 
Section 22-424. Spacing. 
Section 22-425. Distance from curb and sidewalk. 
Section 22-426. Distance from street corners and fireplugs. 
Section 22-427. Utilities 
Section 22-428. Public tree care. 
Section 22-429. Tree topping. 
Section 22-430. Pruning, clearance. 
Section 22-431. Dead, diseased or hazardous tree removal on private property. 
Section 22-432. Removal of stumps. 
Section 22-433. Interference. 
 
(3) Parking area site requirements. 
 
Section 22-91. Buffer areas. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Niles Poole 
Zoning Administrator 

706.213.3100 voice / 706.213.3125 fax 
npoole@cityofelberton.net 
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City of Ellaville 
Schley County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 1,662; +2.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 14 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER 20 TREE ORDINANCE 

First adopted 1992. No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 2.  CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A CITY TREE BOARD 
SECTION 3.  TERM OF OFFICE 
SECTION 4.  COMPENSATION 
SECTION 5.  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
SECTION 6.  OPERATION 
SECTION 7.  STREET TREE SPECIES TO BE PLANTED 
SECTION 8.  SPACING 
SECTION 9.  DISTANCE FROM CURB AND SIDEWALK 
SECTION 10.  DISTANCE FROM STREET CORNERS AND FIREPLUGS 
SECTION 11.  UTILITIES 
SECTION 12.  PUBLIC TREE CARE 
SECTION 13.  TREE TOPPING 
SECTION 14.  PRUNING, CORNER CLEARANCE 
SECTION 15.  DEAD OR DISEASED TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 
SECTION 16.  REMOVAL OF STUMPS 
SECTION 17.  INTERFERENCE WITH CITY TREE BOARD 
SECTION 18.  ARBORISTS LICENSE AND BOND 
SECTION 19.  REVIEW BY CITY COUNCIL 
SECTION 20.  PENALTY 
 
CITY OF ELLAVILLE 1992 ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION [submitted with ordinance] 

For more information, contact: 
 

Deborah A. Pilcher 
City Clerk/Administrator 

229.937.2207 voice / 229.937.5569 fax  
ellavillecityclerk@alltel.net 

www.ellaville.org 
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Fayette County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 98,914; +7.7% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Development Regulations, ARTICLE VI. TREE RETENTION, PROTECTION AND 
REPLACEMENT and ARTICLE V. BUFFER AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS, 

ARTICLE VII. WATERSHED PROTECTION ORDINANCE 
Tree regulations first adopted 1989.  Last revised 2001. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE  OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE V.  BUFFER AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 
Section 8-156. Purpose. 
Section 8-157. Landscape and Buffer Categories. 
Section 8-158. Landscape Plan Requirements. 
Section 8-159. Fayette County Landscape and Buffer Requirements. 
Section 8-160. Other Requirements. 
Section 8-161. Planting Materials. 
Section 8-162. Prohibited Plants 
Section 8-163. Performance Surety. 
Section 8-164. General Maintenance. 
Sections 8-165 – 8-175. Reserved. 
ARTICLE VI.  TREE RETENTION, PROTECTION AND REPLACEMENT 
Section 8-176. Purpose. 
Section 8-177. Definitions. 
Section 8-178. Applicability. 
Section 8-179. Procedure. 
Section 8-180. Tree Density Requirements. 
Section 8-181. Tree Protection Requirements. 
Section 8-182. Guidelines for Tree Protection. 
Section 8-183. Guidelines for Tree Replacement. 
Section 8-184. Trees Suitable and Unsuitable for Planting. 
ARTICLE VII.  WATERSHED PROTECTION ORDINANCE 
Section 8-201. Watershed Protection Areas. 
Section 8-202. Applicability. 
Section 8-203. Restrictions. 
Section 8-204. Other Quality Considerations. 
Section 8-205. Natural Buffer Protection and Replacement. 
 
Commercial Site Plan Checklist (12/2003) 
Subdivision Construction Drawing Checklist (12/2003) 
Residential Erosion & Sediment Control Checklist 
  For more information, contact: 

 
Julian M. Campbell 

Environmental Technician 
770.460.5730 x 5410 voice / 770.460.8663 fax  

jcampbell@fayettecountyga.gov 
http://admin.co.fayette.ga.us 
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City of Fayetteville 
Fayette County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 13,455; +15.6% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 42 ENVIRONMENT 
Article III. Tree Preservation and Landscaping 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 42-61. Purpose. 
Section 42-62. Intent. 
Section 42-63. Definitions. 
Section 42-64. Applicability. 
Section 42-65. Specimen tree. 
Section 42-66. Protected trees. 
Section 42-67. Tree protection plan (TPP) required. 
Section 42-68. Site design. 
Section 42-69. Tree and shrub density requirements. 
Section 42-70. Shrub density requirements. 
Section 42-71. Highway buffer. 
Section 42-72. Other buffer and landscaping standards. 
Section 42-73. Tree protection requirements. 
Section 42-74. Tree replacement requirements. 
Section 42-75. Plant materials list. 
Section 42-76. Compliance and enforcement. 
Section 42-77. Arbitration. 
Section 42-78. Bonding. 
Section 42-79. Penalties. 
Section 42-80. Appeals. 
Section 42-81. Landscaping and reforestation fund. 
Sections 42-82 to 42-100. Reserved. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Fitzgerald 
Ben Hill County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 8,752; -2.9% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
Tree Board with 5 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE II.  TREES 

First adopted 1999.  No revisions. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 24-51. Definitions 
Section 24-52. Inventory of trees. 
Section 24-53. Tree planting program. 
Section 24-54. Cutting and removal. 
Section 24-55.  Tree board. 
Section 24-56. Requirements for tree removal. 
Section 24-57. Restrictions and limitations. 
Section 24-58. Development or improvement. 
Section 24-59. Quantity of trees. 
Section 24-60. Replacement trees. 
Section 24-61. Tree protection. 
Section 24-62. Placement of replacement trees. [actually refers to “replacement” of replacement trees]  
Section 24-63. Violation of any provision of this ordinance. 
Section 24-64. Right of appeal. 
                   

For more information, contact: 
 

Cam Jordan 
Community Development Director 

229.426.5060 voice / 229.426.5066 fax  
camjordan@mchsi.com 
www.fitzgeraldga.org 
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City of Flovilla 
Butts County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 705; +6.8% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 15 years. 

City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 5-91 TREE ORDINANCE 
First adopted 1991.  No revisions. 

Addresses public property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1. Intent 
Section 2. Creation and Establishment of a City Tree Board 
Section 3. Term of Office 
Section 4. Compensation 
Section 5. Duties, Responsibilities, and Operation 
Section 6. Definitions 
Section 7. Distance from Street Corners and Fireplugs 
Section 8. Utilities 
Section 9. Public Tree Care 
Section 10. Tree Topping 
Section 11. Pruning, Corner Clearance of Trees on Private Property 
Section 13. Removal of Stumps 
Section 14. Interference with City Tree Board 
Section 15. Arborists License and Bond 
Section 16. Review by Mayor and City Council 
Section 17. Penalty 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Virginia Williams 
Secretary 

Lottie Grier 
Chairman 

770.775.5661 voice / 770.775.1909 fax 
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City of Forest Park 
Clayton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 21,247; -1.0% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER 8. ZONING 

ARTICLE J. FOREST PARK TREE AND VEGETATION PROTECTION 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 8-8-154. Definitions. 
Section 8-8-155. Applicability. 
Section 8-8-156. Land vegetation disturbance permit required. 
Section 8-8-157. Tree protection requirements. 
Section 8-8-158. Guidelines for tree protection. 
Section 8-8-159. Guidelines for tree replacement. 
Section 8-8-160. Tree harvesting prohibited. 
Section 8-8-161. Fees. 
Section 8-8-162. Variances. 
Section 8-8-163. Penalties. 
Section 8-8-164. Industrial, commercial, office , and institutional, business park, and multi-family residential 

landscaping plan required. 
Section 8-8-165. Minimum requirements for trees. 
Section 8-8-166. Minimum requirements for shrubbery. 
Section 8-8-167. Minimum requirements for ground cover. 
Section 8-8-168. General regulations for landscaped areas. 
Section 8-8-169. Specifically approved trees, shrubbery, and ground covers. 
Section 8-8-170. Enforcement and penalties. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Forsyth County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 123,811; +20.5% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

Tree Protection Commission with 5 members; regular meetings required by ordinance. 
 

Tree Protection & Replacement Ordinance 
(Ordinance Number 98) 

First adopted 1998.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
RESOLUTION 
ARTICLE 1  FORSYTH COUNTY TREE PROTECTION AND REPLACEMENT ORDINANCE 
Section 1.1  Short Title 
Section 1.2 Definitions 
Section 1.3 Scope 
Section 1.4 Severability and Conflicts 
ARTICLE 2  APPLICABILITY AND PERMITTING 
Section 2.1 Exemptions 
Section 2.2 Zoning Applications 
Section 2.3 Permit Procedures 
Section 2.4 Tree Protection Standards 
Section 2.5 Tree Replacement Standards 
Section 2.6 Special Requirements 
Section 2.7 Location of Trees with a Development 
Section 2.8 Tree Protection and/or Replacement Plan Requirements 
Section 2.9 Tree Protection and/or Replacement Plan Elements 
Section 2.10 Plan Review Procedures 
Section 2.11 De3nsity Requirements 
Section 2.12 Significant Trees 
Section 2.13 Alternative Compliance 
Section 2.14 Maintenance Period for Development in Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts 
ARTICLE 3  ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 
Section 3.1 Performance Security 
Section 3.2 Inspection 
Section 3.3 Remedial Care 
Section 3.4 Stop-Work Orders, Suspension, Revocation and/or Modification of Permit Civil Penalties 
Section 3.5 Fees 
ARTICLE 4 TREE PROTECTION COMMISSION 
Section 4.1 Establishment; Appointment of Members 
Section 4.2 Vacancies and Compensation 
Section 4.3 Function, Power; Duties 
Section 4.4 Appeals of Decisions of Administrative Officials 
Section 4.5 Meetings and Rules of Procedures 
APPENDIX A: NOTES AND DETAILS 
APPENDIX B: DENSITY CALCULATIONS 
APPENDIX C: SIZE AND CONDITION CRITERIA 

FOR SIGNIFICANT TREES  

For more information, contact: 
 

Greg Wallace 
County Arborist 

770.205.4562 voice / 770.781.2197 fax  
gewallace@forsythco.com 

www.forsythco.com 

Unified Development Code contains 
buffer and landscape requirements.  
Stormwater ordinance and Erosion & 
Sedimentation Control ordinances 
address riparian buffers.
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City of Fort Oglethorpe 
Catoosa and Walker Counties 

Chattanooga MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 7,854; +11.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
APPENDIX A ZONING 

ARTICLE VI. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 
ARTICLE XXVI. STREETSCAPE REGULATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE VI.  OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 
Section 6.7.  Landscaping 
ARTICLE XXVI. STREETSCAPE REGULATION 
Section 26.1.  Preamble. 
Section 26.2.  Streetscaping enhancement assessment general provisions. 
Section 26.3.  Landscaping general provisions. 
Section 26.4.  Street yard requirements. 
Section 26.5.  Parking lot requirements. 
Section 26.6.  Screening requirements. 
Section 26.7.  Plant installation specifications. 
Section 26.8.  Utility easement policy. 
Section 26.9.  Maintenance. 
Section 26.10.  Scenic heritage large-specimen tree protection. 
Section 26.11.  Certificate of occupancy/bonding. 
Section 26.12.  Appeals. 
Section 26.13.  Definitions. 
 
 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Fulton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 818,322; +0.3% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 
Tree regulations first adopted 1986.  Last revised 2003. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION I.  FULTON COUNTY TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
I. Purpose 
II. Authority And Applicability 
III. Definitions 
IV. Permit Procedures 
V. Removal of Trees 
VI. Violations 
VII. Enforcement 
VIII. Inspections 
IX. Notice of Violation 
X. Stop Work Orders 
XI. Modification, Revocation, Suspension, Voidance of Permit 
XII. Bonding 
XIII. Fines and Penalties 
XIV. Appeals 
XV. Effective Date 
XVI. Validity 
SECTION II.  ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR AGRICULTURE DISTRICTS 
A. PROCEDURES 
B. TREE PROTECTION 
C. REVEGETATION 
D. LANDSCAPE STRIP AND BUFFER STANDARDS 
SECTION III.  ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICTS 
A. PROCEDURES 
B. TREE PROTECTION 
C. REVEGETATION 
D. LANDSCAPE STRIP AND BUFFER STANDARDS 
SECTION IV.  ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL 

AND ALL OTHER NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
A. PROCEDURES 
B. TREE PROTECTION 
C. REVEGETATION 
D. LANDSCAPE STRIP AND BUFFER STANDARDS 
APPENDICES (see text box on the right) 
CONCEPT PLAN CHECKLIST LANDSCAPE/TREE PROTECTION 
LAND DISTURBANCE PERMIT CHECKLIST 
LANDSCAPE AND TREE PROTECTION REVIEW CHECKLIST 
PERFORMANCE BOND FOR LANDSCAPE AND TREE PROTECTION 
TIMBER HARVEST PERMIT APPLICATION FORM 
Fulton County River, Tributary, and State Waters Buffer-Revegetation Standards 
Revegetation Sample 
Revegetation Standards within River, Tributary, and State-Waters Buffers [tree species list]  

For more information, contact: 
 

Gene Callaway 
Senior Arborist 

404.730.7531 voice / 404.335.9481 fax 
gene.callaway@co.fulton.ga.us 

www.fultonecd.org 

APPENDICES 
A. Typical Root Protection Zone 
B. Tunneling 
C. Grade Changes 
D. Checklist for Landscape & Tree Protection 

Plans 
E. Tree Species Selection List 
F. Sample Tree Density Calculation 
G. Multi-Trunked Tree Calculations 
H. Tree and Site Related Disturbances 
I. Residential Erosion & Sedimentation 

Control and Tree Protection Agreement 
J. Acceptable Evergreen Plant Material for 

Undisturbed Buffers 
K. Recommended Shade Trees for Parking 

Lots 
L. Protective Tree Fencing Detail 
M. Sample Tree Protection Plan
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City of Gainesville 
Hall County 

Gainesville MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 29,806; +12.6% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 19 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Title 9 UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 

CHAPTER 9-3. SITE DESIGN STANDARDS 
CHAPTER 9-6. LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

CHAPTER 9-7. APPLICATIONS, PLANS AND PROCEDURES 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 9-3. SITE DESIGN STANDARDS 
Section 9-3-1.  Purpose and definitions. 
Section 9-3-2.  Lot size, density and setbacks. 
Section 9-3-3.  Lot coverage. 
Section 9-3-4.  Structure heights. 
Section 9-3-5.  Buffers. 
Section 9-3-6.  Off-street parking. 
Section 9-3-7.  Tree protection area. 
Section 9-3-8.  Inter-parcel access requirements. 
Section 9-3-9.  Street access control. 
Section 9-3-10. Sight triangle. 
CHAPTER 9-6. LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
Section 9-6-1.  Purpose and overview. 
Section 9-6-2.  Soil erosion and sedimentation control. 
Section 9-6-3.  Tree protection activities. 
Section 9-6-4.  Floodplain management. 
Section 9-6-5.  Installation of storm drainage facilities. 
Section 9-6-6.  Installation of streets and drainage. 
Section 9-6-7.  Building construction. 
CHAPTER 9-7. APPLICATIONS, PLANS AND PROCEDURES 
Section 9-7-1.  Purpose, overview and definitions. 
Section 9-7-2.  Applications. 
Section 9-7-3.  Project approval. 
Section 9-7-4.  Civil design and construction drawings. 
Section 9-7-5.  Land development and grading permits. 
Section 9-7-6.  Final subdivision plat. 
Section 9-7-7.  Building permitting. 
Section 9-7-8.  Temporary suspension of permitting. 
Section 9-7-9 to 9-7-10. Reserved. 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Garden City 
Chatham County 
Savannah MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 10,942; -2.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Parks and Recreation, Section 60;  
Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Section 66; Section 70. 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 60-4  Structures; plants; trees; earth; rubbish.  (3) (5) (6) (7) 
Section 66-169 Trees, plants and shrubs. (a) (b) (c) 
Section 70-69  Preservation of noteworthy features. (a) (b) 

For more information, contact: 
 

James R. McCray 
Public Works Director 

912.963.2768 voice / 912.966.7792 fax  
jmccray@cityhall.gardencityga.org 
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Gilmer County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 25,973; +9.7% change since 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 70 ENVIRONMENT 
ARTICLE III. MOUNTAIN PROTECTION 

Chapter 50 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 70-70. Findings of fact. 
Section 70-71. Purpose. 
Section 70-72. Authority. 
Section 70-73. Jurisdiction. 
Section 70-74. Cite. 
Section 70-75. Interpretation. 
Section 70-76. Definitions. 
Section 70-77. Establishment of a protected mountain district. 
Section 70-78. Protection criteria. 
Section 70-79. Exemptions. 
Section 70-80. Administration and enforcement procedures. 
 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Section 50-1. Collection of tax on harvested timber. 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Gordon 
Wilkinson County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 2,131; -0.8% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 2 years. 

City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

Tree Protection Ordinance 
First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section I. [purpose and intent] 
Section II. [City Tree Board] 
Section III. [same – term of office] 
Section IV. [same – power and authority] 
Section V. [applicability] 
Section VI. [City Tree Board – officers and meetings]   

For more information, contact: 
 

Kenneth L. Turner 
Mayor 

478.628.2222 voice / 478.628.3555 fax 
cogordon4/@alltel.net 
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City of Grayson 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 1,036; +23.0% change since 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE SV TRE PRESERVATION AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 

First adopted 1997.  Last revised 2005. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1500: PURPOSE 
SECTION 1501: APPLICABILITY 
SECTION 1502: PERMIT PROCEDURE 
SECTION 1503: TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 1504: LANDSCAPE STRIPS 
SECTION 1505: PARKING AREAS 
SECTION 1506: INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE  

For more information, contact: 
 

Jim Hinkle 
Mayor 

770.963.8017 voice / 770.339.0687 fax 
www.cityofgrayson.org 
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City of Griffin 
Spalding County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 23,460; +1.7% change in 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 14 years. 
Tree Board with 8 members; meets monthly. 

 
Chapter 98 VEGETATION 

First adopted 1991.  Last revised 2002. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Article I. In General 
Sections 98-1 – 98-30. Reserved 
 
Article II. Trees 
Section 98-31. Findings 
Section 98-32. Purpose and intent. 
Section 98-33. Definitions and rules of construction. 
Section 98-34. City arborist. 
Section 98-35. Tree board. 
Section 98-36. Administrative guidelines. 
Section 98-37. Applicability. 
Section 98-38. Permits. 
Section 98-39. Standards for protection of trees on public lands. 
Section 98-40. Hazardous trees. 
Section 98-41. Appeals. 
Section 98-42. Emergencies. 
Section 98-43. Penalties and violations. 
 
APPENDIX I  Tree Ordinance Administrative Guidelines 
 
Public Works and Utilities Monthly Tree Report 
Tree Hazard Evaluation form, 2nd Edition 
City Right of Way Tree Inventory, Field Attribute Data Collection Form 
Storm Water Department GIS Data Update 
Tree Removal Request Form 
Tree Planting Request Form 
 
  

For more information, contact: 
 

Milton McCarthney 
Environmental Technician 

770.229.6423 voice / 770.229.6613 fax 
mmccarthney@cityofgriffin.com 

www.griffinstorm.com, www.cityofgriffin.com 
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Gwinnett County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 673,345; +12.6% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Buffer, Landscape and Tree Ordinance & Guidelines 
First adopted 1987.  Last revised 2003. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1. Intent, Purpose and Title. 
2. Definitions. 
3. Buffer Regulations. 
4. Landscape Regulations. 
5. Tree Preservation and Replacement Regulations. 
6. Plan and Plat Specifications. 
7. Compliance. 
8. Enforcement, Violation and Appeals. 
9. Adoption. 
 
Appendix 
A.1 Canopy Tree Species List 
A.2 Parking Lot and Street Tree Species List 
A.3 Understory Tree Species List 
A.4 Table A – Summary of Applicability and Exemptions 
A.5 Table B – Credit for Existing Trees 
A.6 Table C – Credit for Replacement Trees 
 
Summary of Buffer, Landscape and Tree Ordinance 
Tree Removal Information for Homeowners in Gwinnett County 

For more information, contact: 
 

Nancy Roney 
Manager, Long Range Planning 

678.518.6214 voice / 6787.518.6275 fax 
nancy.roney@gwinnettcounty.com 

www.gwinnettcounty.com 
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Hall County 
Gainesville MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 156,101; +10.8% change from 2000. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

CHAPTER 17.280. TREE PROTECTION 
Year first adopted unknown.  Revised 2004. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
17.280.010. Purpose. 
17.280.020. Applicability. 
17.280.030. Removal of trees other than during development. 
17.280.040. Protection of existing trees. 
17.280.050. Criteria for replacement trees. 
17.280.060. Tree measurement units. 
17.280.070. Tree protection plan. 
17.280.080. Tree requirements for non-single-family residential development. 
17.280.090. Tree requirements for single-family residential developments. 
17.280.100. Definitions. 
  

For more information, contact: 
 

Steven T. Fletcher 
Planner I/Plans Review Coordinator 

770.297.5541 voice / 770.531.3902 fax 
pfletcher@hallcounty.org 

www.hallcounty.org 
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City of Hampton 
Henry County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 4,458; +12.4% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 14 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE XI-A REQUIREMENTS FOR LANDSCAPING OF DEVELOPMENTS 
First adopted 1989.  Year of last revision unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 67-216 Purpose and applicability. 
Section 67-217 Definitions. 
Section 67-218 Landscape plan standards. 
Section 67-219 Landscape plan. 
Section 67-220 Selected species. 
Section 67-221 Exemptions. 
Section 67-222 Maintenance. 
Section 67-223 Enforcement. 
 
  

For more information, contact: 
 

Donald G. King 
Planning Director 

770.946.4356 voice / 770.946.4356 fax 
dking@cityofhamptonga.com 
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City of Hawkinsville 
Pulaski County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,194; -1.3% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Article III. Site Design Standards, Division 3. Buffers 

First adopted 1931.  Last revised 1996. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHARTER (31) Regulation of roadside areas. 
Section 11-10. Cutting, injuring trees, flowers, etc. 
Section 14-41. Disposal of trash and rubbish. 
Section 14-43. Disposal of tree trimmings, etc. 
 
Article III.  Site Design Standards 
Section 3.3.1. Buffers required. 
Section 3.3.2. Buffer design standards. 
Section 3.3.3. Minimum buffer requirements. 
Section 3.3.4. Buffer modifications. 
 
  

Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 
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City of Helen 
White County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 576; +24.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 4 years. 
City tree board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 26 ENVIRONMENT 

ARTICLE IV. TREE ORDINANCE 
Chapter 34 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 

ARTICLE III. ZONING 
ARTICLE IV. LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE IV.  TREE ORDINANCE 
Section 26-59. Intent. 
Section 26-60. Creation and establishment of a city tree board. 
Section 26-61. Term of office. 
Section 26-62. Compensation. 
Section 26-63. Duties, responsibilities, and operation. 
Section 26-64. Definitions; kinds of trees. 
Section 26-65. Distance from street corners and fireplugs. 
Section 26-65. Utilities. 
Section 26-67. Public tree care. 
Section 26-68. Tree topping. 
Section 26-69. Pruning, corner clearance of trees on private property. 
Section 26-70. Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
Section 26-71. Removal of stumps. 
Section 26-72. Interference with city tree board. 
Section 26-73. Review by city commission. 
Section 26-74. Penalty. 
Section 26-76. Reserved. 
CHAPTER 34. LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
ARTICLE III.  ZONING 
DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY 
Section 34-101. Short title. 
Section 34-102. Definitions. 
Section 34-103. Floodplain (FP). 
Section 34-188. State park and national forest (SP/NF). 
DIVISION 4.  SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS  
Section 34-251. Yard requirements. 
Section 34-252. Buffers. 
Section 34-253. Trees. 
Section 34-254. Parking regulations. 
ARTICLE IV. LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 
DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY 
Section 34-501. Title 
Section 34-502. Definitions 
Section 34-707. Guarantee against faulty material. 
Section 34-708. Landscaping. Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Henry County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 150,003; +20.4% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ZONING Sec. 3-7-166. Comprehensive tree ordinance. 
First adopted 2000.  Last revised 2002. 

Addresses private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
(a) Introduction. 
(b) Permits. 
(c) Residential requirements. 
(d) Provisions for single-family residential subdivision development. 
(e) Nonresidential and multifamily requirements. 
(f) Timbering activities. 
(g) Clearing and/or grading only. 
(h) Miscellaneous provisions. 
(i) Protection of trees during construction. 
(j) Enforcement. 
(k) Separability. 
 
APPENDIX 1. HENRY COUNTY TREE ORDINANCE HANDBOOK 

For more information, contact: 
 

Christopher Mercer 
Planner II 

678.583.3389 voice / 678.583.3593 fax 
cmercer@co.henry.ga.us 

www.co.henry.ga.us 
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City of Hinesville 
Liberty County 
Hinesville MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 29,396; -3.5% change from 2000 Census. 
Tree City USA for 18 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 18 TREES AND VEGETATION 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 
Section 18-1.  Official tree. 
Section 18-2.  Title. 
Section 18-3.  Jurisdiction. 
Section 18-4.  Purpose. 
Section 18-5.  Exemptions. 
Section 18-6.  Definitions. 
Section 18-7.  General provisions. 
ARTICLE II. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND LANDSCAPING: GENERAL 
Section 18-8.  Tree protection and tree establishment. 
Section 18-9.  Timber harvesting requirements for property not zoned for agricultural purposes. 
Section 18-10. Underbrushing procedures. 
ARTICLE III. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND LANDSCAPING IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL AND 
MULTIFAMILY DEVELOPMENTS 

Section 18-11. Applicability. 
Section 18-12. Greenspace design principles and standards. 
Section 18-13. Requirements for land clearing permit. 
Section 18-14. Land clearing and tree protection requirements for certificate of occupancy. 
Section 18-16. Release of bond. 
ARTICLE IV. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND LANDSCAPING IN NEW SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT 

Section 18-16. Applicability. 
Section 18-17. Greenspace design principles and standards. 
Section 18-18. Procedures for obtaining a land clearing permit for street rights-of-way and utility and drainage 

easements. 
ARTICLE V. ADMINISTRATION 
Section 18-19. Application for land clearing activities permits. 
Section 18-20. Establishment of a tree fund. 
Section 18-21. Appeals and variances. 
Section 18-22. Penalties for violations. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Homerville 
Clinch County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 2,813; +0.6% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
TREE ORDINANCE 

Adopted 2003.  
Addresses public property and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1. Statement of Purpose 
2. Definitions 
3. Applicability 
4. Minimum Tree Density Requirements 
5. Alternative Compliance to Tree Density Requirements 
6. Tree Replacement 
7. Tree Preservation and Replacement Plan 
8. Development and Modification Permits 
9. Penalty 
  

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Jackson 
Butts County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 4,338; +7.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 14 years. 

Tree Board with 3 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE II.  TREE PROTECTION 
First adopted 1996.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes landscape regulations. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 70-21. Intent and purpose. 
Section 70-22. Definitions. 
Section 70-23. Public tree care and planting. 
Section 70-24. Tree topping. 
Section 70-25. Pruning, corner clearance. 
Section 70-26. Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
Section 70-27. Arborists license and bond. 
Section 70-28. Approval of site plans. 
Section 70-29. New or replacement tree approval. 
Section 70-30. Spacing and minimum size planting areas. 
Section 70-31. Distance from the curb and sidewalk. 
Section 70-32. Distance from street corners and fire hydrants. 
Section 70-33. Utilities. 
Section 70-34. Tree protection during development. 
Section 70-35. Interference with city tree preservation/conservation. 
Section 70-36. Decisions of and review by the administrative officer and appeal to the tree board. 
Section 70-37. Penalty. 
Section 70-38. Appointment of members. 
 
  

For more information, contact: 
 

Christopher S. Anderson, AICP 
Planner/GIS Analyst, Butts County Community 

Development Department 
770.775-8003 voice / 770.775.3118 fax 

canderson4425@hotmail.com 
www.buttscounty.org 
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Jackson County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 46,998; +11.5% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Jackson County Unified Development Code 
Section 608 Landscaping 

Article 8. Landscaping, Buffers and Tree Conservation 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 505  Quality development standards. 
505 (a) Common open space. 
Section 506 Open space subdivisions. 
Section 507 Master planned development option. 
507 (h)  Buffer requirements. 
Section 608 Landscaping. 
Article 8. Landscaping, Buffers and Tree Conservation 
Section 801 Purpose of Article 8. 
Section 802 Landscaping, buffers and tree conservation definitions. 
Section 803 Calculation of “tree units.” 
DIVISION I.  LANDSCAPING OF PROJECTS IN GENERAL 
Section 804 Landscaping; where required. 
Section 805 Landscaping of yard areas. 
Section 706 Landscape strips along front lot lines. 
Section 807 Landscape strips along side lot lines. 
DIVISION II.  PARKING LOT AND LOADING AREA LANDSCAPING 
Section 808 Parking lot plantings 
Section 809 Street-side screening. 
DIVISION III. BUFFERS BETWEEN INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES 
Section 810 Buffers; where required. 
Section 811 Buffers; when required. 
Section 812 Buffer design standards. 
Section 813 Maintenance of buffers. 
Section 814 Buffer modifications. 
DIVISION IV.  TREE CONSERVATION 
Section 815 Tree conservation; intent and findings. 
Section 816 Tree conservation; where required. 
Section 817 Trees to be provided or retained. 
Section 818 Protection of existing trees. 
Section 819 Alternative compliance. 
DIVISION V.  LANDSCAPING PLANS, INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
Section 820 Site landscaping plans. 
Section 821 Plant materials; standards. 
Section 822 Installation and maintenance of plan materials. 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Jefferson 
Jackson County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,182; +8.0% change since 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 

ARTICLE 16. Tree Protection and Landscaping 
Quad Cities Land Use Management Code 

CHAPTER 16 TREE PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPING 
First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 16.1  PURPOSE AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section 16.1.1. Purpose and intent. 
Section 16.1.2. Exemptions. 
CHAPTER 16.2  DEFINITIONS 
CHAPTER 16.3  TREE PROTECTION 
Section 16.3.1. Applicability 
Section 16.3.2. Tree Save Areas 
Section 16.3.3. Tree Survey Required 
Section 16.3.4. Qualifications to Prepare Survey 
Section 16.3.5. Tree Survey Specifications 
Section 16.3.6. Review and Approval of Tree Survey 
Section 16.3.7. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Required 
Section 16.3.8. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Specifications 
Section 16.3.9. Calculating Existing Tree Density Units 
Section 16.3.10. Calculating Required Tree Replacement Units 
Section 16.3.11. Protection of Trees During Construction 
Section 16.3.12. Tree Damage 
Section 16.3.13. Street Trees 
Section 16.3.14. Protection of Street Trees 
CHAPTER 16.4 LANDSCAPING 
Section 16.4.1. Optional Planting Specifications for Front Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.2. Planting Specifications for Side Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.3. Parking Lot Interior Landscaping 
Section 16.4.4. Screening and Buffer Specifications 
Section 16.4.5. General Provisions 
Section 16.4.6. Landscape Plan Required 
Section 16.4.7. Landscaping Specifications 
Section 16.4.8. Landscape Maintenance and Landscape Bond 

 
For more information, contact: 

 
Dale R. Hall, RLA, AICP 

Director of Planning & Development 
706.367.5002 voice / 706.367.5751 fax 

dalehall@charter.net 
www.cityofjeffersonga.com/depts/PlanningDevelopment/ 
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City of Jesup 
Wayne County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 9,424; +1.6% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 15 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Sections 20-117 through 20-121. 

First adopted 1991.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 20-117. Pruning, corner clearance. 
Section 20-118. Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
Section 20-119. Removal of stumps. 
Section 20-120. Interference with city. 
Section 20-121. Penalty of violation. 
 
Southeast Georgia Urban Forestry Program by the Seven Rivers Resource Conservation & Development Council 

For more information, contact: 
 

Crystal Gill 
Downtown Director 

912.427.1313 voice / 912.427.1329 fax 
cgill@jesupga.gov 
www.jesupga.gov 
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City of Jonesboro 
Clayton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 3,813; -0.2% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 82. VEGETATION 

ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING 
Chapter 86. ZONING 

ARTICLE XV. LANDSCAPING AND BUFFERS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape regulations. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 82.  VEGETATION 
ARTICLE II.  LANDSCAPING 
Section 82-10. Purpose and applicability. 
Section 82-11. Definitions. 
Section 82-12. Plans. 
Section 82-13. Buffer regulations. 
Section 82-14. Standards for construction buffers. 
Section 82-15. Landscape regulations. 
Section 82-16. Landscape strip planting requirements. 
Section 82-17. Vehicle use area planting requirements. 
Section 82-18. No-access easement screening requirements. 
Section 82-19. Compliance. 
Section 82-20. Enforcement, violation and appeals. 
Section 82-21. Selected species. 
 
Chapter 86.  ZONING 
ARTICLE XV. LANDSCAPING AND BUFFERS 
Section 86-451. Purpose and applicability. 
Section 86-452. Definitions. 
Section 86-453. Plans. 
Section 86-454. Buffer regulations. 
Section 86-455. Standards for construction buffers. 
Section 86-456. Landscape regulations. 
Section 86-457. Landscape strip planting requirements. 
Section 86-458. Vehicle use area planting requirements. 
Section 86-459. No-access easement screening requirements. 
Section 86-460. Compliance. 
Section 86-461. Enforcement and appeals. 
Section 86-462. Selected species. 
Appendix.  Thoroughfare Plan – Planting Strips and Street Trees 

 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Kennesaw 
Cobb County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 25,816; +14.3% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

APPENDIX A ZONING 
ARTICLE XVII. TREE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1700 Purpose and intent. 
Section 1710 Application 
Section 1720 Definitions 
Section 1730 Density factor analysis. 
Section 1740 Tree preservation standards. 
Section 1750 Tree replacement standards. 
Section 1760 Specimen trees. 
Section 1770 Alternative compliance. 
Section 1780 Tree preservation and replacement plan requirements. 
Section 1785 Inspections. 
Section 1790 Fiscal surety. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Lee County 
Albany MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 28,410; +12.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS, ARTICLE III. LOGGING OPERATIONS 
First adopted 2000.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape regulations. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section 70-75. Applicability 
Section 70-76. Conflicting regulations. 
Section 70-77. Scope. 
Section 70-78. Only one principal building per lot. 
Section 70-79. Substandard lots. 
Section 70-80. Substandard lots resulting from public dedication or condemnation. 
Section 70-81. Lot frontage. 
Section 70-82. Site distance at intersections. 
Section 70-83. Reduction of lot area prohibited. 
Section 70-84. Accessory buildings. 
Section 70-85. Prohibited in all residential districts. 
Section 70-86. Landscaping and screening. 
Section 70-87. Animals in residential districts. 
Section 70-88. Reserved. 
Section 70-89. Conditional uses. 
Section 70-90. Variances. 
Section 70-91. Site plan review. 
Section 70-92. Recreation areas. 
Section 70-93. Flag lots. 
Section 70-94. Land conservation. 
Section 70-95. Buffers in residential districts. 
 
ARTICLE III. LOGGING OPERATIONS 
Section 50-66. Bond and information required. 
Section 50-67. Installation of required culverts. 
Section 50-68. Road entrance. 
Section 50-69. Requirements for removal of trees. 
Section 50-70. Mud to be kept off roadway.  
Section 50-71. Notice of completion; inspection of site; disposition of bond. 
Section 50-72. Stop work orders. 
Section 50-73. Penalties. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Pamela Thompson, AICP 
Assistant County Administrator/Planning Director 

229.759.6000 voice / 229.759.6032 fax 
pthompson@lee.ga.us 

www.lee.ga.us 
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Liberty County 
Hinesville MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 58,925; -4.6% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 5 BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
ARTICLE VII. LAND CLEARING AND TREE PROTECTION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 5-102. Title. 
Section 5-103. Jurisdiction. 
Section 5-104. Purpose. 
Section 5-105. Exemptions. 
Section 5-106. Definitions. 
Section 5-107. General provisions. 
DIVISION 2. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE ESTABLISHMENT 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Subdivision A. General 
Section 5-108. Tree protection and tree establishment. 
Section 5-109. Reserved 
Section 5-110. Underbrushing procedures. 
Subdivision B. Commercial, Industrial, Office, Institutional, and Multifamily Developments 
Section 5-111. Applicability. 
Section 5-112. Greenspace design principles and standards. 
Section 5-113. Requirements for land clearing permit. 
Section 5-114. Land clearing and tree protection requirements for certificate of occupancy. 
Section 5-115. Release of bond. 
Subdivision C. New Single-Family Residential Subdivisions 
Section 5-116. Applicability. 
Section 5-117. Greenspace design principles and standards. 
Section 5-118. Procedures for obtaining a land clearing permit for street rights-of-way and utility and drainage 

easements. 
DIVISION 3. ADMINISTRATION 
Section 5-119. Application for land-clearing activities permits. 
Section 5-120. Establishment of a tree fund, etc. 
Section 5-121. Appeals and variances. 
Section 5-122. Penalties for violations. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Lilburn 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 11,363; +0.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 

Chapter 109 ENVIRONMENT 
ARTICLE V. BUFFERS, LANDSCAPING AND VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 109-148. Intent. 
Section 109-149. Purpose. 
Section 109-150. Title. 
Section 109-151. Definitions of words and phrases. 
Section 109-152. Applicability. 
Section 109-153. Standards for permanent buffers. 
Section 109-154. Standards for construction buffers. 
Section 109-155. Applicability. 
Section 109-156. Landscape strip planting requirements. 
Section 109-157. Off-street surface parking lot planting requirements. 
Section 109-158. No-access easement screening requirements. 
Section 109-159. Applicability and exemptions. 
Section 109-160. Removal of disease or insect infestation. 
Section 109-161. Tree thinning. 
Section 109-162. Zoning buffer exclusion. 
Section 109-163. Easement exclusion. 
Section 109-164. Lake and pond exclusion. 
Section 109-165. Land disturbing permit required. 
Section 109.166. Tree preservation and /or replacement plan required. 
Section 109-167. Limited land disturbing projects. 
Section 109-168. Residential lots and subdivisions. 
Section 109-169. Tree density standard. 
Section 109-170. Tree density standard calculation. 
Section 109-171. Tree preservation and replacement requirements. 
Section 109-172. Replacement trees. 
Section 109-173. Tree species lists. 
Section 109-174. Water-efficient design consideration. 
Section 109-175. Principles and techniques of water efficient landscaping (xeriscaping). 
Section 190-176. Buffer and landscape plan specifications. 
Section 109-177. Tree preservation and/or replacement plan specifications. 
Section 109-178. Artificial materials prohibited. 
Section 109-179. Warranty or maintenance surety. 
Section 109-180. Inspection. 
Section 109-181. Performance surety. 
Section 109-182. Continuing maintenance. 
Section 109-183. Enforcement. 
Section 109-184. Violation and penalty. 
Section 109-185. Appeals, modifications and waivers. 
Section 109-186 and 109-187. Reserved. 
Section 109-188. Amendment. Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Lincoln County 
No located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 8,536; +2.2% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 34 LAND DEVELOPMENT 
ARTICLE IX. DEDICATION AND RESERVATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 34-284. Preservation of natural features and amenities. 
(a) Generally. 
(b) Shade trees planted by developer. 
(c) Maintenance of planted trees. 
(d) Common areas. 

 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Macon 
Bibb County 
Macon MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 95,267; -1.8% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 20 years. 

Tree Commission with 12 members (7 voting); quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 14 PARKS AND RECREATION 
Article I. In General, Article II. Tree Preservation , Protection and Replacement. 

First adopted 2001.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I.  In General 
Section 14-1.  Definitions. 
Section 14-2.  Schedule of rates for use of golf courses required; location. 
Section 14-3.  Council to approve change in recreation areas; notice. 
Section 14-4.  Driving, parking of motor vehicles in public parks. 
Section 14-5.  Prohibited hours. 
Sections 14-6.—14.25. Reserved 
 
ARTICLE II. Tree Preservation, Protection and Replacement 
Section 14-26. Purpose and intent. 
Section 14.27.  Jurisdiction. 
Section 14-28. Definitions. 
Section 14-29. Tree commission; establishment; composition; appointment of members; duties. 
Section 14-30. City forester; duties; authority. 
Section 14-31. General protection and regulation of trees on city-owned property and public rights-of-way. 
Section 14-32. Tree replacement requirements. 
Section 14-33. Public nuisances. 
Section 14-34. Notice, violation and civil penalty. 
Section 14-35. Emergencies. 
Section 14-36. Moving large objects. 
Section 14-37. Appeals. 
Section 14-38. Legality of article and parts thereof. 
Section 14-39. Effective date. 
 
ARBORICULTURAL SPECIFICATIONS MANUAL (April 11, 2003) 
Introduction 
Section 1.  Standards for Establishment 
Section 2.  Standards for Maintenance 
Section 3.  Standards for Protection 
Section 4.  Tree Removal and Replacement 
References 
Appendix – Species List 

For more information, contact: 
 

Michael Huffman 
City Forester 

478.751.7690 voice / 478.751.7691 fax 
cityforester@hotmail.com 

www.cityofmacon.net 

ALSO SUBMITTED-- 
Macon-Bibb County, GA Urban Heat Island Analysis 
(August 21, 2001) 
Macon-Bibb County, GA Canopy Cover Change 
Analysis Final Summary Report (August 21, 2001)
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City of Madison 
Morgan County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 3,779; +3.9% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 16 years. 
City Tree Board with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 86-1.  Purpose and intent of chapter. 
Section 86-2.  Definitions. 
Section 86-3.  Tree board established. 
Section 86-4.  Term of office of tree board members. 
Section 86-5.  Applicability. 
Section 86-6.  Tree protection plan. 
Section 86-7.  Easement. 
Section 86-8.  Permits. 
Section 86-9.  Enforcement. 
Section 86-10. Penalties, claims and appeals.  

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Marietta 
Cobb County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 61,282; +3.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Tree City USA for 22 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE 
DIVISIONS 710, 712 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 710.05 Buffers 
Section 712.08 Tree protection and landscaping. 
Section 712.09 Commercial Corridor Design Overlay District 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of McDonough 
Henry County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 11,721; +24.6% change from 2000 Census.  
Not a Tree City USA. 

City Tree Board established by ordinance; Planning Commission designated as City Tree Board; 
no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
TITLE 15 BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION 

CHAPTER 15.32 LANDSCAPING 
CHAPTER 15.52 TREES AND SHRUBS 
CHAPTER 15.56 TREE PROTECTION 

TITLE 12 PUBLIC SPACES 
CHAPTER 12.20 TREE PROTECTION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 15.32 LANDSCAPING 
15.32.010 Definitions 
15.32.020 Applicability. 
15.32.030 Plan Review. 
15.32.040 Residential Landscape Requirements. 
15.32.050 Commercial Landscaping; Design Requirements. 
15.32.060 Commercial Landscaping; Minimum Plant 

Requirements. 
15.32.070 Maintenance. 
15.32.080 Enforcement. 
15.32.090 Substitutions. 
15.32.100 Administrative Appeals. 
15.32.110 Approved Landscape Materials. 
CHAPTER 15.52 TREES AND SHRUBS 
15.52.010 Intent. 
15.52.020 Creation and establishment of a city tree board. 
15.52.030 Planning commission to serve as city tree board. 
15.52.040 Compensation. 
15.52.050 Duties, responsibilities and operation. 
15.52.060 Definitions. 
15.52.070 Distance from street corners and fire hydrants. 
15.52.080 Utilities. 
15.52.090 Public tree care. 
15.52.100 Tree topping. 
15.52.110 Pruning corner clearance of trees on private property. 
15.52.120 Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
15.52.130 Removal of stumps. 
15.52.140 Interference with city tree board. 
15.52.150 Arborist license and bond. 
15.52.160 Proper disposal of tree trunks and stumps required. 
15.52.170 Review by mayor and city council. 
15.52.180 Violation—Penalty. Survey and contact information not submitted.

CHAPTER 15.56 TREE PROTECTION 
15.56.010      Definitions.   
15.56.020      Tree Protection Plan Required. 
15.56.030      Minimum Tree Protection Requirements. 
15.56.040      Tree Protection Measures. 
15.56.050      Tree Replacement Requirements. 
15.56.060      Credit for Tree Save. 
15.56.070      Appeals. 
15.56.080      Stream Buffers and Mass Clearing and 

Grading  
TITLE 12 PUBLIC PLACES 
CHAPTER 12.20 TREE PROTECTION 
12.20.010 Definitions 
12.20.020 Tree Protection Plan Required. 
12.20.030      Minimum Tree Protection Requirements. 
12.20.040      Tree Protection Measures. 
12.20.050      Tree Replacement Requirements. 
12.20.060      Credit for Tree Save. 
12.20.070      Appeals  
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City of Metter 
Candler County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,000; +3.1% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 18 years. 
Tree Board with 6 members; bimonthly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 12.16 URBAN FORESTRY  

Chapter 9.08 OFFENSES RELATING TO PROPERTY 
First adopted 1988.  Last revised 2005. 

Addresses public property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 9.08 OFFENSES RELATING TO PROPERTY 
Section 9.08.010 Posting of advertising matter. 
Section 9.08.020 Removal of advertising matter. 
Section 9.08.030 Ballplaying. 
Section 9.08.040 Throwing of missiles. 
Section 9.08.050 Interference with radio reception. 
Section 9.08.060 Protection of trees. 
Chapter 12.16 URBAN FORESTRY 
Section 12.16.010 Title and jurisdiction. 
Section 12.16.020 Purpose and intent. 
Section 12.16.030 Definitions 
Section 12.16.040 Urban forestry—Powers and duties of the city. 
Section 12.16.050 Protection of trees. 
Section 12.16.070 Tree board. 
Section 12.16.080 Landmark trees—Designation. 
Section 12.16.090 Violation—Penalty. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Missy Edenfield 
Accounts Clerk 

912.685.2527 voice / 912.685.3364 fax 
medenfield@pineland.net 



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

City of Millen 
Jenkins County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 3,547; +1.1% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 6 years. 
Tree Board with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER 4-6 City of Millen Tree Ordinance 

First adopted 1995.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 4-6-1  Short Title. 
Section 4-6-2  Definitions. 
Section 4-6-3  Creation and Establishment of a City Tree Board. 
Section 4-6-4  Term of Office. 
Section 4-6-5  Compensation. 
Section 4-6-6  Duties and Responsibilities. 
Section 4-6-7  Operation. 
Section 4-6-8  Street Tree Species to be Planted. 
Section 4-6-9  Spacing. 
Section 4-6-10 Distance from Curb and Sidewalk. 
Section 4-6-11 Distance from Street Corners and Fireplugs. 
Section 4-6-12 Utilities. 
Section 4-6-13 Public Tree Care. 
Section 4-6-14 Tree Topping 
Section 4-6-15 Pruning, Corner Clearance. 
Section 4-6-16 Dead or Diseased Tree Removal on Private Property. 
Section 4-6-17 Removal of Stumps. 
Section 4-6-18 Interference with City Tree Board. 
Section 4-6-19 Arborists License and Bond. 
Section 4-6-20 Review by Mayor and Council. 
Section 4-6-21 Penalties. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Al Knight 
City Administrator 

478.982.6100 voice / 478.982.4750 fax 
thginla@hotmail.com 
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City of Monroe 
Walton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 11,892; +3.7% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 86-7. Trees and shrubs; damaging prohibited. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Monticello 
Jasper County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 2,517; +3.3% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

Tree Preservation Board with 7 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 
 

Tree Preservation Ordinance 
Adopted 2005.  

Addresses public property and private property. 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1.0 Title 
Section 2.0 Purpose 
Section 3.0 Applicability 
Section 4.0 Tree Preservation Board 
Section 5.0 Tree Conservation 
Section 6.0 Timber Harvesting 
Section 7.0 Penalties 
Section 8.0 Appeals 
  

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Morrow 
Clayton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 5,034; +1.6% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Title 8 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

CHAPTER 8. TREE AND VEGETATION PROTECTION 
ARTICLE XI. BUFFER AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 8. TREE AND VEGETATION PROTECTION 
ARTICLE A. TREE PROTECTION 
Section 8-8-1.  Definitions. 
Section 8-8-2.  Applicability. 
Section 8-8-3.  Land and vegetation disturbance permit required. 
Section 8-8-4.  Tree protection requirements. 
Section 8-8-5.  Guidelines for tree protection. 
Section 8-8-6.  Guidelines for tree replacement. 
Section 8-8-7.  Tree harvesting prohibited. 
Section 8-8-8.  Fees. 
Section 8-8-9.  Variances. 
Section 8-8-10. Penalties. 
ARTICLE B. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN LOTS 
Section 8-8-11. Industrial, commercial, office and institutional, business park, and multifamily residential landscaping 

plan required. 
Section 8-8-12. Minimum requirements for trees. 
Section 8-8-13. Minimum requirements for shrubbery. 
Section 8-8-14. Minimum requirements for ground cover. 
Section 8-8-15. General regulations for landscaped areas. 
Section 8-8-16. Specifically approved trees, shrubbery and ground covers. 
Section 8-8-17. Enforcement and penalties. 
ARTICLE XI. BUFFER AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS 
Section 1101  Buffer required. 
Section 1102  Purpose and general requirements. 
Section 1103  Minimum buffer specifications. 
Section 1104  Composition of buffer. 
Section 1105  Maintenance 
Section 1106  Other screening requirements. 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Moultrie 
Colquitt County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 14,500; +0.8% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 17 years. 
Tree Committee with 11 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 106 ZONING 

ARTICLE II. GENERAL REGULATIONS 
Chapter 114 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 106 ZONING 
ARTICLE II.  GENERAL REGULATIONS 
Section 106-46 Trees 
Section 106-47. Required buffers between dissimilar districts. 
CHAPTER 114 VEGETATION 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Sections 114-1 – 114-25. Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. TREES 
Section 114-26. Declaration of intent of article. 
Section 114-27. Tree committee. 
Section 114-28. Cutting, trimming or removing trees; application required; actions by tree committee. 
Section 114-29. City departments granted emergency powers re: cutting, trimming or removing trees. 
Section 114-30. Exemptions from section 114-28. 
Section 114-31. Landscape plan review process for certain new construction projects. 
Section 114-32. Certain building expansions to comply with section 114-31. 
Section 114-33. Granting of waivers. 
Section 114-34. Review and approval of landscape plans prior to building permit issuance. 
Section 114-35. Replacement trees. 
Section 114-36. Acceptance of donations. 
Section 114-37. Removal of dead or diseased trees on private property; notice to property owners; hearing. 
Section 114-38. Violations.   

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Mountain Park 
Cherokee and Fulton Counties 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 514; -5.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 105 ENVIRONMENT 

ARTICLE IV. TREE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 105-201. Definitions. 
Section 105-202. Purpose and intent of article. 
Section 105-203. Exemptions. 
Section 105-204. Approval letter required for nondevelopment activity (activity which does not require a building 

permit). 
Section 105-205. Application requirements. 
Section 105-206. Minimum tree density requirements. 
Section 105-207. Tree survey plan and inventory. 
Section 105-208. Tree survey inspection. 
Section 105-209. Tree removal approval applications. 
Section 105-210. Tree conservation standards. 
Section 105-211. Tree protection. 
Section 105-212. Tree damage. 
Section 105-213. Tree replanting standards. 
Section 105-214. Tree removal compliance inspection. 
Section 105-215. Enforcement; appeals and variances. 
Section 105-216. Tree conservation. 
Section 105-217. Applicability of article provisions. 
Section 105-218. Nonliability of city. 
Section 105-219. Penalties for violation of article. 
Appendix A. Recommended Species List of Overstory Trees 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Town of Newborn 
Newton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 623; +15.6% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 6 years. 
Town Tree Board with 6 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Tree Ordinance 

First adopted 2000.  No revisions. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section (1) Intent and Purpose 
Section (2) Authority and Power 
Section (3) Term of Office 
Section (4) Applicability 
Section (5) Administrative Guidelines 
Section (6) Maintenance of Public Trees 
Section (7) Insurance 
Section (8) Landscaping on New Developments 
Section (9) Community Forest Management – Tree Planting, Maintenance and Removal 
Section (10)  Private Trees, Plants and Shrubs – Pruning 
Section (11) Private Trees, Plants and Shrubs – Removal 
Section (12) Protection of Public Trees 
Section (13) Interference  
Section (14) Heritage Trees 
Section (15) Permits and Permit Procedure 
Section (16) Enforcement 
Section (17) Penalties, Claims and Appeals 
Section (18) Review by Town Council 
Section (19) Operation 
Section (20) Severability 
Section (21) Exempted Activities 
 
Tree Ordinance Administrative Guidelines (August 23, 2001) 

Introduction 
Definitions 
Tree Value 
Public Tree Management 
Private Tree Management 

 

Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 
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City of Newnan 
Coweta County 
Atlanta MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 20,551; +19.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 16 years 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Landscape and Tree Preservation Ordinance 
First adopted 1998.  Last revised 2004. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape regulations. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1. Purpose 
Section 2. Definition of Terms 
Section 3. Applicability, Permitting, and Procedures 

1. Permitting Process 
2. Procedures 

Section 4. Tree Preservation and Protection 
1. Planning Considerations 
2. Protection of Existing Trees 
3. Methods of Tree Protection 
4. Tree Protection Plan 
5. Determination of Site Density Factor 
6. Specimen Trees 
7. Replacement of Specimen Trees 
8. Relocation of Trees 
9. Removal of Trees 

Section 5. Landscape Plan 
1. Landscape Plan Requirements 
2. Landscaping Requirements 
3. Maintenance Requirements 
4. Irrigation Requirements 
5. Penalties 

Section 6. Site Density Factor Calculation Sheet 
Section 7. City of Newnan Plant Palette 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Mike Furbush 
City Landscape Architect/Arborist 

770.254.2354 voice / 770.254.2361 fax 
mfurbush@cityofnewnan.org 

www.ci.newnan.ga.us 
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Newton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 76,144; +18.6% change from 2000 ordinance. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

NEWTON COUNTY 2003  DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS  
Division 430: Tree Protection and Landscaping 

First adopted 2003.  No revisions. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 430-010 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND INTENT 
Section 430-020 GENERAL APPLICABILITY 
Section 430-030 EXEMPTIONS 
Section 430-040 PROCEDURES FOR COMMERCIAL, MULTI-FAMILY AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Section 430-050 TREE AND LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL AND NON-RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
Section 430-060 TREE REPLACEMENT STANDARDS 
Section 430-070 TREE PRESERVATION 
Section 430-080 PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 
Section 430-090 MAINTENANCE 
Section 430-100 ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE 
Section 430-110 SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 
Section 430-120 ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCES 
Section 430-130 TIMBER HARVESTING 
 
APPENDIX A  TREE SPECIES CHART (not submitted) 
APPENDIX B TREE CREDIT CHART 
APPENDIX C PRESERVING TREES AFFECTED BY DEVELOPMENT: A TECHNICAL GUIDE 
APPENDIX D TREE PROTECTION STANDARD DRAWINGS 

For more information, contact: 
 

Debbie Bell 
County Arborist 

678.625.1231 voice / 770.784.2014 fax 
dbell@co.newton.ga.us 
www.co.newton.ga.us 
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City of Norcross 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 9,294; +9.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 2 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 16 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ARTICLE V. TREES, SHRUBS AND OTHER PLANTS  
IN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 16-131. Definitions. 
Section 16-132. Purpose. 
Section 16-133. Street tree species to be planted. 
Section 16-134. Spacing. 
Section 16-135. Distance from curb and sidewalk. 
Section16-136. Street tree spacing from utility lies. 
Section 16-137. Public tree care. 
Section 16-138. Tree topping. 
Section 16-139. Pruning; corner clearance. 
Section 16-140. Arborist’s license. 
Section 16-141. Penalty. 
Sections 16-142 – 16-165. Reserved. 
DIVISION 2. TREE BOARD 
Section 160-166. Established. 
Section 16-167. Term of office. 
Section 16-168. Compensation. 
Section 16-169. Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 16-170. Interference with board. 
Section 16-171. Review by city commission. 
Sections 16-172 – 16-200. Reserved 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Odum 
Wayne County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 429; +3.3% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 10 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
TREE ORDINANCE 

First adopted 1996.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1.  Intent 
SECTION 2.  Definitions 
SECTION 3.  Distance from Street Corners and Fireplugs 
SECTION 4.  Utilities 
SECTION 5.  Public Tree Care 
SECTION 6.  Tree Topping 
SECTION 7.  Pruning, Corner Clearance 
SECTION 8.  Dead or Diseased Tree Removal on Private Property 
SECTION 9.  Removal of Stumps 
SECTION 10.  Interference with City 
SECTION 11.  Arborists License and Bond 
SECTION 12.  Penalty 
 
1996 Arbor Day Proclamation 

For more information, contact: 
 

Karen Howard 
City Clerk 

912.586.2211 voice / 912.586.2720 fax
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City1 of Oxford 
Newton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 2,040; +6.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 8 years. 
Tree Board with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Landscape and Tree Preservation Ordinance 

First adopted 1998.  Last revised 2005. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1 – DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 2 – CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A CITY TREE BOARD 
SECTION 3 – TERM OF OFFICE 
SECTION 4 – COMPENSATION 
SECTION 5 – DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
SECTION 6 – OPERATION 
SECTION 7 – LIST OF TREES 
SECTION 8 – SPACING OF TREES 
SECTION 9 – DISTANCES FROM CURB AND SIDEWALK 
SECTION 10 – DISTANCES FROM STREET CORNERS, FIRE HYDRANTS AND OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE 
SECTION 11 – UTILITY LINES 
SECTION 12 – PUBLIC TREE CARE 
SECTION 13 – TREE TOPPING 
SECTION 14 – PRUNING, CORNER CLEARANCE 
SECTION 15 – REMOVAL OF DEAD OR DISEASED TREES 
SECTION 16 – HISTORIC TREES 
SECTION 17 – NON-INTERFERENCE 
SECTION 18 – CONFORMITY TO STANDARDS OF TREE CARE 
SECTION 19 – REVIEW BY CITY COUNCIL 
SECTION 20 – TREE CANOPY COVER ON NEW DEVELOPMENT 
SECTION 21 SEVERABILITY 
SECTION 22 – AMENDMENTS 
SECTION 23 – PENALTY 
 
City of Oxford Tree Maintenance Guidelines and Standards (August 30, 2004) 
Introduction 
Chapter 1: Tree Establishment Guidelines and Standards 
Chapter 2: Ongoing Tree Maintenance 
Chapter 3: Tree Protection Guidelines and Standards 
Chapter 4: Tree Removal and Replacement Guidelines and Standards 
Appendices 

Appendix A. Community Forestry Resources 
Appendix B. City of Oxford List of Desirable and Undesirable Trees 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1Listed as “town” by the Georgia Municipal Association, but 
officially a “city”. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Erik Oliver 
Chair, City of Oxford Trees Parks, & Recreation 

Board 
404.226.4165 cell / 770.788.0484 fax 

captebo@yahoo.com 
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Paulding County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 100,071; +18.4% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

APPENDIX A ZONING 
ARTICLE VI GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section E. Buffers between dissimilar districts. 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Peachtree City 
Fayette County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 33,010; +3.8% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

Tree Board with 10 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE XI. VEGETATION PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE PEACHTREE CITY LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

Year first adopted unknown.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape and buffer requirements. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DIVISION 1. GENERAL 
Section 1101.  Purpose. 
Section 1102.  Definitions 
Section 1103.  Treatment and removal of infected and infested trees. 
DIVISION 2. PROTECTED AND SPECIMEN TREES 
Section 1104.  Preservation of protected and specimen trees. 
Section 1105.  Action on application. 
Section 1106.  Application not required, when. 
Section 1107.  Enforcement. 
DIVISION 3. LANDSCAPE PLAN PROCEDURES FOR RETAIL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES 
Section 1108. Landscape plan requirements. 
Section 1109. Parking lot design and landscape requirements. 
Section 1110. Screening requirements. 
Section 1111. Landscape plan check sheet. 
Section 1112. Landscape plan submittal process. 
Section 1113. Maintenance criteria. 
Section 1114. Plant guarantee requirements. 
DIVISION 4. TREE PROTECTION ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
Section 1115. Purpose. 
Section 1116. Creation and establishment of a tree board. 
Section 1117. Administrative guidelines. 
Section 1118. Permits required. 
Section 1119. Administrative review. 
Section 1120. Enforcement. 
Section 1121. Application of ordinance to private property. 
GUIDELINES FOR TREE PRESERVATION ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF PEACHTREE CITY, GEORGIA 
Section 1122. Tree species to be planted. 
Section 1123. Spacing. 
Section 1124. Distance from streets, sidewalks and paths. 
Section 1125. Distance from street corners, fire hydrants and utility boxes. 
Section 1126. Utilities. 
Section 1127. Minimum requirements for planting trees on public property. 
Section 1128. Public tree care. 
DIVISION 5. TREE PRESERVATION ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
Section 1129. Purpose. 
Section 1130. Procedures for removal of trees and other vegetation on residential property (following issuance of a 

Certificate of Occupancy). 
Section 1131. Safety standards for tree removal contractors. 
Section 1132. Pruning of vegetation adjacent to streets and/or paths. 
Section 1133. Removal of trees and vegetation within designated buffers and greenbelts, prohibited. 

For more information, contact: 
 

David E. Rast, ASLA 
City Planner 

770.487.5731 voice / 770.631.2552 fax 
planner@peachtreecity.org 

www.peachtree-city.org 

Sec. 707. Buffer Standards 
for Major Thoroughfares 
also included. 
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City of Pembroke 
Bryan County 

Savannah MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 2,414; +1.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 3 years. 
City Tree Board with 8 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Tree Ordinance 

First adopted 2002.  No revisions. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
I. Purpose 
II. Authority 
III. Power 
IV. Terms of Office 
V. Exemptions 
VI. Applicability 
VII. Definitions 
VIII. Tree Removal Restrictions 
IX. Tree Survey Requirements 
X. Tree Protection Requirements 
XI. Parking Lot Landscaping Requirements 
XII. Enforcement 
XIII. Penalties and Appeals 
XIV. Amendment Procedure 
XV. Adoption 
 
Attachment “A” Inventory of Designated Grand Protected Trees 

For more information, contact: 
 

Betty K. Hill 
City Clerk 

912.653.4413 voice / 912.653.4424 fax 
pembrokega@g-net.net 
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City of Perry 
Houston and Peach Counties 

Warner Robins MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 10,566; +6.0% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE XX TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 

Perry Land Development Ordinance 
First adopted 2001.  Last revised 2002. 

Addresses private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 200.  Definitions. 
Section 201. Scope of Article. 
Section 202. Conflicting Provisions. 
Section 203. Findings. Intent and Statement of Purpose. 
Section 204. Permit – Required. 
Section 2-5. Same – Procedures. 
Section 206. Removal and Replacement of Trees. 
Section 207. Density Requirements. 
Section 208. Maintenance Period and Fiscal Surety. 
Section 209. Enforcement of Article. 
Section 210. Inspections. 
Section 211. Appeal of Administrative Decision. 
Section 212. Notice of Noncompliance. 
Section 213. Stop Work Orders. 
Section 214. Suspension, Revocation, Modification of Permit. 
Section 215. Payment of Civil Penalty; Penalty for Violation of Article. 
Section 216. Fees. 
 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS:  SECTION 1 TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT 
1.01 DEFINITIONS 
1.02 DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 
1.03 TREE PRESERVATION STANDARDS 
1.04 TREE REPLACEMENT STANDARDS 
1.05 SPECIMEN TREES 
1.06 ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE 
1.07 TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS 
1.08 INSPECTIONS 
1.09 FISCAL SURETY 
EXHIBIT “A” [unit value tables] 

For more information, contact: 
 

Mike Beecham 
Community Planner 

478.988.2714 voice / 478.988.2725 fax 
mike.beecham@perry-ga.gov 

www.perry-ga.gov 
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City of Richmond Hill 
Bryan County 

Savannah MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 8,266; +15.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
APPENDIX A ZONING 

ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 6. Buffers 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Ringgold 
Catoosa County 

Chattanooga MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 2,591; =5.2% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
APPENDIX B ZONING 

ARTICLE VI. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 6.7. Landscaping 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Riverdale 
Clayton County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 14,880; +15.1% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board specified by ordinance. 

 
Section 7.  Off-street parking area layout, construction and maintenance, and landscape 

requirements for vehicular use areas.   
Section 8.  Provision for planted buffers. 

Section 8.10 Street trees.   
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 7. Off-street parking area layout, construction and maintenance, and landscape requirements for vehicular use areas. 
7.1 Construction and maintenance requirements for off-street parking areas. 
7.2 Minimum landscaping requirements for vehicular use areas. 
7.3 Submission of proposed landscape plan. 
7.4 City review of landscape plan. 
7.5 Certification of compliance. 
 
Section 8. Provision for Planted Buffers 
8.1 Requirements for planted buffers. 
8.2 Minimum specifications. 
8.3 Buffer composition. 
8.4 Maintenance. 
 
Section 8.10. Street trees. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Brantley Day 
Community Development Director 

770.996.3397 voice / 770.996.9913 fax 
bday@riverdalega.gov 
www.riverdalega.gov 
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Rockdale County 
Atlanta MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 74,941; +6.4% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board designated by ordinance. 
 

Ordinance No. 2006-05, ARTICLE II.  EXHIBIT A. 
Tree Protection and Replacement Ordinance 

First adopted 1999.  Last revised 2006. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 126-31 Short title. 
Section 126-32 Authority, findings, purpose and intent. 
Section 126-33 Definitions. 
Section 126-34 Administration. 
Section 126-35 Exemptions. 
Section 126-36 Permit procedures; application and plan review. 
Section 126-37 Tree protection standards. 
Section 126-38 Tree replacement standards. 
Section 126-39 Location of trees within a commercial development. 
Section 126-40 Tree protection and replacement plan requirements. 
Section 126-41 Tree protection and replacement plan elements. 
Section 126-42 Tree protection and replacement plan review procedures. 
Section 126-43 Density requirements. 
Section 126-44 Requirements of single family subdivisions. 
Section 126-45 Exceptional trees.  
Section 126-46 Alternative compliance. 
Section 126-47 Maintenance period for commercial developments. 
Section 126-48 Performance bonds. 
Section 126-49 Inspections. 
Section 126-50 Remedial care. 
Section 126-51 Suspension, revocation and modification of permits; stop-work orders; citations. 
Section 126-52 Tree topping 
Section 126-53 Fees. 
Section 126-54 Appeals of decisions of administrative officials. 
Section 126-55 Administrative standards. 
EXHIBIT A  TREE PROTECTION ZONE; TREE SAVE AREA FENCING [1-page graphics] 
EXHIBIT B   ROCKDALE COUNTY TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT ORDINANCE 
ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS 
SECTION I.  Purpose 
SECTION II.  Authority and Applicability 
SECTION III.  Definitions 
SECTION IV. Procedures 
SECTION V.  Methods of Tree Protection 
SECTION VI. General Criteria for the Determination of Exceptional Trees or Tree Stands 
SECTION VII. Procedure for Calculating the Required Tree Replacement Density Factor 
SECTION VIII. Checklist for Tree Protection Landscape Plan Review 
 
Approved Trees for Replacements (06/05) 
Rockdale County PS&E Comments Required on Landscape Sheet(s) (05/05) 

For more information, contact: 
 

Ray Probart 
Urban Forester/Arborist 

770.785.6957 voice / 
770.785.6909 fax 

ray.probart@rockdalecounty.org 
www.rockdalecounty.org 
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City of Rome 
Floyd County 
Rome MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 35,303; +0.5% change from 2000 Census. 
Tree City USA for 16 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 20 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
ARTICLE II. HAZARDOUS TREES 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 20-31. Hazardous tree ordinance. 
Section 20-32. Hazardous tree nuisance. 
Section 20-33. Definitions. 
Section 20-34. Jurisdiction. 
Section 20-35. Appointment of city arborist; duties. 
Section 20-36. Procedure for abatement of nuisances; service. 
Section 20-37. Procedure for hearings; findings by city arborist; abatement. 
Section 20-38. Temporary injunction restraining public officer from carrying out provisions. 
Section 20-39. Eminent domain. 
Section 20-40. Use of revenues, grants and donations. 
Section 20-41. Applicability of Code section. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Roswell 
Fulton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 78,229; -2.3% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 14 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE 15 TREE PROTECTION 
ROSWELL ZONING ORDINANCE 

First adopted 1986.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 15.1  General Provisions 
Section 15.1.1  Purpose and Intent 
Section 15.1.2  Definitions 
Section 15.1.3  Applicability and General Provisions 
Section 15.1.4  Exemptions 
Chapter 15.2  Tree Protection 
Section 15.2.1  Tree Survey Required 
Section 15.2.2  Tree Survey Inspection 
Section 15.2.3  Tree Protection Plan Required 
Section 15.2.4  Tree Protection Plan Specifications 
Section 15.2.5  Arborist Authority and Action on a Tree Protection Plan 
Section 15.2.6  Tree Protection During Construction 
Section 15.2.7  Tree Damage 
Section 15.2.8  Pruning 
Chapter 15.3  Tree Removal 
Section 15.3.1  Removal of Specimen Trees 
Section 15.3.2  Criteria for the Removal of Trees 
Section 15.3.3  Tree Removal and Construction Companies 
Chapter 15.4  Tree Replacement and Planting 
Section 15.4.1  Mini9mum Tree Density Requirements 
Section 15.4.2  Alternative Compliance to Tree Density Requirements 
Section 15.4.3  Tree Replacement Plan 
Section 15.4.4  Street Trees 
Chapter 15.5  Application and Permits 
Section 15.5.1  Tree Removal Permit Application Requirements 
Section 15.5.2  Permit Procedures 
Section 15.5.3  Display of Permit and Inspection 
Section 15.5.4  Fees 
Chapter 15.6  Administration and Enforcement 
Section 15.6.1  Emergencies 
Section 15.6.2  Variances 
Section 15.6.3  Appeals 
Section 15.6.4  Withholding of Certificate of Occupancy 
Section 15.6.5  Enforcement and Penalties 
Chapter 15.7  Appendices 
Section 15.7.1  Appendix A Density Factor Analysis 
Section 15.7.2  Appendix B Tree Species Selection List 
Section 15.7.3  Appendix C Roswell Tree Bank Formula for Determining 

Contributions Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 



Georgia’s Tree Ordinances                                                                                    Georgia Urban Forest Council 
Tree Ordinance Fact Sheet                                                                                   November 2006 

 

City of Saint Marys 
Camden County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 15,811; +7.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE II.  TREES AND SHRUBS   
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 102-26.  Definitions. 
Section 102-27. Intent 
Section 102-28. Properties affected. 
Section 102-29. Permits. 
Section 102-30. Plot plan. 
Section 102-31. Exceptions. 
Section 102-32. Substitutions. 
Section 102-33. Tree protection by developers. 
Section 102-34. Exceptions due to hazards. 
Section 102-35. Publicly owned lands. 
Section 102-36. Waivers. 
Section 102-37. Appeals. 
Section 102-38. Penalty. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Max S. Tinsley, PhD 
Planning Director 

912.882.2109 voice / 912.882.1646 fax 
max.tinsley@ci.st-marys.ga.us 
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City of Sandersville 
Washington County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 5,981; -3.1% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 14 years. 

City Tree Board with 10 members; semi-annual meetings required by ordinance. 
 

CHAPTER 5 Trees and Shrubs   
First adopted 1994.  Year last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE A  General Provisions 
Section 8-5-1  Short Title. 
Section 8-5-2  Intent. 
Section 8-5-3   Objectives. 
Section 8-5-4  City Tree Board, establishment and duties. 
Section 8-5-5  Definitions. 
Section 8-5-6  General exemption. 
Section 8-5-7  Replacement trees. 
Section 8-5-8  Tree density required. 
Section 8-5-9  Enforcement. 
Section 8-5-10 Appeals and penalties. 
Section 8-5-11 Conflict. 
Section 8-5-12 Severability. 
Sections 8-5-13 – 8-5-20 Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE B  Tree Protection on Public Rights-of-way and Other Public Lands 
Section 8-5-21 Applicability. 
Section 8-5-22 Approval procedures. 
Section 8-5-23. Maintenance of public trees. 
Sections 8-5-24 – 8-5-30 Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE C Tree Protection on Private Property 
Section 8-5-31 Exemptions. 
 
 

Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 
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City of Savannah 
Chatham County 
Savannah MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 127,573; -2.8% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 21 years. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

CHAPTER 10. LAND CLEARING AND TREE PROTECTION   
First adopted 1995.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 4-10001. Title. 
Section 4-10002. Jurisdiction. 
Section 4-10003. Purpose. 
Section 4-10004. Exemptions. 
Section 4-10005. Definitions. 
Section 4-10006. General provisions. 
Section 4-10007. Principles and standards for greenspaces, tree protection, tree establishment and landscaping—General. 
Section 4-10008. Principles and standards for greenspaces, tree protection, tree establishment and landscaping in 

commercial, industrial and multifamily development. 
Section 4-10009. Principles and standards for greenspaces, tree protection, tree establishment and landscaping in new 

single-family residential subdivision development. 
Section 4-10010. Administration. 
Section 4-10011. Wetlands protection. 
Section 4-10012. Abrogation and greater restrictions. 
 
City of Savannah Comprehensive Land-Clearing and Tree Protection Activities Manual 
History of Savannah, Georgia’s Tree Ordinance 
City Code Excerpts Regarding Trees and Landscaping 
Sec. 4-1076. Protection of trees, shrubs, etc. 
Sec. 6-2366. Tree trimming. 
Sec. 9-1010. Cutting or inuring trees. 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Gordon Denney 
City Landscape Architect 

912.650.7891 voice / 912.651.6611 
g_denney@savannahga.gov 

www.savannahga.gov 
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City of Screven 
Wayne County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 723; +2.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 11 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Tree Ordinance   

First adopted 1995.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1. Definitions 
Section 2. Creation and Establishment of a City Tree Board 
Section 3. Term of Office 
Section 4. Compensation 
Section 5. Duties and Responsibilities 
Section 6. Operation 
Section 7. Street Trees to be Planted 
Section 8. Spacing 
Section 9. Distance from Curb or Sidewalk 
Section 10. Distance from Street Corners and Fireplugs 
Section 11. Public Tree Care 
Section 12. Tree Topping 
Section 13. Pruning, Corner Clearance 
Section 14. Dead or Diseased Tree Removal on Private Property 
Section 15. Interference with City Tree Board 
Section 16. Arborists License and Bond 
Section 17. Review by City Council 
Section 18. Exceptions 
Section 19. Penalty 
Section 20. Effective Date 

 

Preferred that contact 
information not be published. 
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City of Senoia 
Coweta County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 2,297; +22.5% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 5 years. 

Tree Committee with 5 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 
 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS   
First adopted 2000.  Last revised 2001. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes buffer requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
PREAMBLE 
I. Purpose 
II. Authority and Applicability 
III. Establishment of the Tree Committee 
IV. Definitions 
V. Permit Procedures 
VI. Removal of Tree(s) 
VII. Violations 
VIII. Enforcement 
IX. Inspections 
X. Notice of Violation 
XI. Stop Work Orders 
XII. Modification, Revocation, Suspension, Voidance of Permit 
XIII. Bonding 
XIV. Fines and Penalties 
XV. Appeals 
XVI. Effective Date 
XVII. Validity 
XVIII. Bonding 
XIX. Fines and Penalties 
XX. Appeals 
XXI. Effective Date 
XXII. Validity 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS 
1. Procedures 
2. Rezoning and Special Use Permits 
3. Timber Harvesting Permit Requirements 
4. Residential Erosion & Sedimentation and 

Tree Protection Agreement Form 
TREE PROTECTION 
RE-VEGETATION 
TREE REPLACEMENT FUND 
BUFFER STANDARDS FOR MAJOR THOROUGHFARES 
Open Space Design Guidelines 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Randy Padgett 
Public Works Director 

770.599.3679 voice / 770.599.0855 fax 
rpadgett@senoia.com 

Richard Ferry 
City Administrator 

770.599.8980 voice / 770.499.0855 fax 
rferry@senoia.com 
www.senoia.com 

APPENDICES 
APPENDIX A. Typical Critical Root Zone 
APPENDIX B. Tunneling 
APPENDIX C. Grade Changes 
APPENDIX D. Check List for Landscape Drawings 

& Tree Protection Plans 
APPENDIX E. Trees Recommended by the City of 

Senoia Drought Resistant Trees are 
Preferred 

APPENDIX G. Tree and Site Related Disturbances 
APPENDIX H. Residential Erosion & Sedimentation 

Control and Tree Protection 
Agreement 

APPENDIX K. Protective Fencing 
 
APPENDICES F., I., and J. not submitted. 
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City of Smyrna 
Cobb County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 45,610; +5.9% change from 2000 Census. 
 Tree City USA for 3 years. 

Tree Preservation Board with same number of members as board of Keep Smyrna Beautiful; 
 quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
TREES AND VEGETATION 

Ordinance No. 2003-8   
First adopted 1993.  Last revised 2003. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 106-26 Purpose and Intent 
Section 106-27 Applicability 
Section 106-28 Exemptions 
Section 106-29 Definitions 
Section 106-30 General Criteria for the Determination of Specimen Trees or Stands of Trees 
Section 106-31 Minimum Tree Density Requirements 
Section 106-32 Alternative Compliance to Tree Density Requirements 
Section 106-33 Application Requirements 
Section 106-33.1 Grading for Future Site Development Requirements 
Section 106-34 Tree Survey Plan and Inventory 
Section 106-35 Tree Survey Inspection 
Section 106-36 Tree Protection Plan – Documents Required 
Section 106-37 Tree Replacement Plan – Standards and Revegetation 
Section 106-38 Permit Procedures 
Section 106-39 Removal of Trees – Conditions and Exceptions 
Section 106-40 Tree Protection During Construction 
Section 106-40.1 Protection and Care for Public Trees 
Section 106-41 Tree Damage 
Section 106-42 Emergencies 
Section 106-43 Variances and Waivers of Article Requirements 
Section 106-44 Appeal 
Section 106-45 Withholding of Certificate of Occupancy 
Section 106-46 Tree Removal and Construction Companies 
Section 106-47 Display of Permit and Inspections 
Section 106-48 Fees 
Section 106-49 Penalty 
Section 106-50 Tree Replacement Fund 
Section 106-51 Tree Maintenance 
Section 106-52 Tree Board 
Appendix A Tree Density Calculations 
Appendix B Tree Species Selection List 
Tree Replacement Checklist 
Tree Survey Plan and Inventory Check List 
Tree Preservation Checklist 

For more information, contact: 
 

Chris Miller 
Community Development Director 

770.319.5387 voice / 770.431.2808 fax 
cmiller@ci.smyrna.ga.us 

www.smyrnacity.com 
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City of Snellville 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 17,961; +4.1% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 5 years. 
No tree board designated by ordinance. 

 

ARTICLE XX LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE and 
ARTICLE XXI TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 

Tree Preservation Ordinance first adopted 1990.  Last revised 2005. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE XX LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 
SECTION 20.1 INTENT AND PURPOSE 
SECTION 20.2 DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 20.3 APPLICABILITY 
SECTION 20.4 LANDSCAPE STRIPS 
SECTION 20.5 PARKING AREAS 
SECTION 20.6 STREET TREES 
SECTION 20.7 MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR LANDSCAPE MATERIALS 
SECTION 20.8 INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
SECTION 20.9 AGREEMENT AND BONDING 
SECTION 20.10 EFFECTIVE DATE 
SECTION 20.11 ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION 20.12 VIOLATION AND PENALTY 
SECTION 20.13 APPEAL 
SECTION 20.14 VALIDITY 
SECTION 20.15 CONFLICTING ORDINANCES REPEALED 
APPENDIX XX-A STREET TREES 
 
ARTICLE XXI TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
SECTION 21.1 INTENT AND PURPOSE 
SECTION 21.2 DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 21.3 APPLICABILITY 
SECTION 21.4 PERMIT PROCEDURE 
SECTION 21.5 REMOVAL OF TREES 
SECTION 21.6 TREE REPLACEMENT – REVEGETATION 
SECTION 21.7 SPECIMEN AND SPECIAL TREES 
SECTION 21.8 TREE PROTECTION 
SECTION 21.9 MAINTENANCE 
SECTION 21.10 ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION 21.11 VIOLATION AND PENALTY 
SECTION 21.12 APPEAL 
SECTION 21.13 EFFECTIVE DATE 
SECTION 21.14 VALIDITY 
SECTION 21.15 CONFLICTING RESOLUTIONS REPEALED 
APPENDIX XXI-A PROCEDURE FOR CALCULATING THE REQUIRED TREE REPLACEMENT DENSITY FACTOR 
APPENDIX XXI-B STANDARDS FOR SELECTING QUALITY REPLACEMENT STOCK 
APPENDIX XXI-C TRANSPLANTING STANDARDS 
APPENDIX XXI-D SUBSTANTIAL BUILDING PERMIT 
APPENDIX XXI-E TREE LIST 
APPENDIX XXI-F PLANTING STANDARD 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Jessica Roth 
Director of Planning & Development 

770.985-3509 voice / 770.985.3551 fax 
jroth@snellville.org 
www.snellville.org 
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City of Social Circle 
Newton and Walton Counties 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 3,722; +7.9% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 4 years. 
City Tree Board with 7 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Section 7-011 Tree Protection   

First adopted 2001.  Last revised 2004. 
Addresses public property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1. PURPOSE 
2. TREE PROTECTION APPLICABILITY 
3. ESTABLISHMENT OF CITY TREE BOARD 
4. DUTIES OF TREE BOARD 
5. TREE PROTECTION MEASURES 
6. TREE PROTECTION PLAN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 
7. POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS TREES 
8. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS 
9. ENFORCEMENT AND APPEALS 
10. DEFINITIONS 
11. EXCEPTIONS 
12. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
13. MINIMUM TREE DENSITY FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
14. MINIMUM TREE DENSITY FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
15. TREE PROTECTION ST5ANDARDS 
16. TREE PLANTING STANDARDS 
17. STANDARDS FOR ALTERNATIVE REPLACEMENT 
 
Appendix A – RECOMMENDED TREE LIST 
Appendix B – TREE DENSITY CALCULATION 
Appendix C – EXAMPLES OF THE NUMBER OF TREE TO BE PLANTED AND/OR RETAINED TO BE IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 13B 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Doug White 
City Manager 

770.454.2380 voice / 770.464.2113 fax 
citysocialcircle@juno.com 
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Spalding County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 60,483; +3.4% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

APPENDIX K LANDSCAPE AND TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL 
Section 101. Short title. 
Section 102. Authority. 
Section 103.  Jurisdiction. 
Section 104. Purposes. 
Section 105. Content. 
ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 
Section 201. Interpretation of certain common terms. 
Section 202. General definitions. 
ARTICLE 3. TREE PRESERVATION AND LANDSCAPING PROVISIONS 
Section 301. Landscape/tree preservation plan submission. 
Section 302. Landscape/tree preservation plan requirements. 
Section 303. Appeals and variances. 
Section 304. Penalties. 
Section 305. Remedies. 
ARTICLE 4. POWERS AND DUTIES OF VARIOUS OFFICIALS CONCERING THIS ORDINANCE 
Section 401. Purpose. 
Section 402. Powers and duties of the administrative officer. 
Section 403. Powers and duties of the planning commission. 
Section 404. Powers and duties of the board of appeals. 
Section 405. Powers and duties of the board of commissioners. 
ARTICLE 5. LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS 
Section 501. Adoption of this ordinance. 
Section 502. Effect of repeal. 
Section 503. Severability of provisions. 
Section 504. Effect of catchlines. 
Section 505. Effective date. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Statesboro 
Bulloch County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 23,744; +4.0% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
Tree Board with 9 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public and private property.  

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Sections 86-1 – 86-25. Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. URBAN FOREST BEAUTIFICATION AND CONSERVATION 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 86-26. Title. 
Section 86-27. Jurisdiction. 
Section 86-28. Purpose. 
Section 86-29. Exemptions. 
Section 86-30. Definitions. 
Section 86-31. Permit required for clearing. 
Section 86-32. Land clearing and tree protection manual. 
Section 86-33. Other jurisdictions. 
Section 86-34. Unlawful activity. 
Section 86-35. Enforcement 
Section 86-36. Violation penalty. 
Section 86-37. Abrogation and greater restrictions. 
Section 86-38. Trees on existing developed properties. 
DIVISION 2. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE ESTABLISHMENT 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Section 86-61. Applicability and plans required. 
Section 86-62. Greenspace design principles and standards. 
Section 86-63. Tree protection and tree establishment. 
Section 86-74. Underbrushing requirements. 
Section 86-65. Tree banking. 
Sections 86-66 – 86-80. Reserved. 
DIVISION 3. ADMINISTRATION 
Section 86-81. Creation and establishment of a city tree board. 
Section 86-82. Designator of the administrator of this article. 
Sections 86-83 – 86-100. Reserved. 
DIVISION 4. LAND CLEARING ACTIVITIES 
Section 86-101. Application for land disturbance activities permit. 
Section 86-102. Plans required for land disturbance activities permit. 
Section 86-103. Appeals and variances. 
Sections 86-104 – 86-120. Reserved. 
DIVISION 5. PUBLIC TREE PLANTING 
Section 86-121. Definition of street trees and park trees. 
Section 86-122. Selection of trees for streets and parks. 
Section 86-123. Placement of street trees and park trees. 
Sections 86-124 – 86-140. Reserved. 
 
 
 Survey and contact information not submitted.

DIVISION 6.  PUBLIC TREE CARE 
Section 86-141.       Tree removal. 
Section 86-142.       Stump removal. 
Section 86-143.       Tree pruning. 
Section 86-144.       Tree topping. 
Section 86-145.       Tree management. 
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City of Stockbridge 
Henry County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 11,256; +12.4% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Comprehensive Tree Ordinance 
(uses Henry County’s Comprehensive Tree Ordinance) 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
(a)  Introduction. 
(b) Permits. 
(c) Residential requirements. 
(d) Provisions for single-family residential subdivision development. 
(e) Nonresidential and multifamily requirements. 
(f) Timbering activities. 
(g) Clearing and/or grading only. 
(h) Miscellaneous provisions. 
(i) Protection of trees during construction. 
(j) Enforcement. 
(k) Separability. 
 
APPENDIX 1. HENRY COUNTY TREE ORDINANCE HANDBOOK 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Stone Mountain 
DeKalb County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 7,097; -0.9% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
APPENDIX A ZONING 

ARTICLE VIII. BUFFER PROVISIONS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 8-1. Buffer areas. 
Section 8-2. Minimum buffer specifications. 
Section 8-3. Other screening. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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Sumter County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 33,217; +0.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 8 ENVIRONMENT AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 8-1. Rules of construction. 
Section 8-2. Definitions. 
Section 8-3. Public policies; intent. 
Section 8-4. Purposes. 
Section 8-5. Scope and exclusions. 
Section 8-6. Administration and enforcement. 
Section 8-7. Legal status provisions. 
Section 8-8. Plan submission. 
Section 8-9. Grading. 
Section 8-10. Erosion control and sedimentation control. 
Section 8-11. Vegetation protection. 
Section 8-12. Drainage. 
Section 8-13. Water conservation restrictions. 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Suwanee 
Gwinnett County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 10,562; +14.4% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 16 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
APPENDIX A ZONING 

ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS 
ARTICLE VII. PERMIT PROCEDURE AND REQUIREMENTS 

ARTICLE XVII. BUFFER, LANDSCAPE AND TREE PRESERVATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE III.  DEFINITIONS 
ARTICLE VII.   PERMIT PROCEDURE AND 

REQUIREMENTS 
Section 700. Permit approvals on state highways. 
Section 701. City and county approvals required. 
Section 702. Site plan requirements. 
Section 703. Plan review procedure. 
 
   

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.

ARTICLE XVII. BUFFER, LANDSCAPE AND TREE 
PRESERVATION REQUIREMENTS 
Section 1700. Intent. 
Section 1701. Purpose. 
Section 1702. Buffer regulations. 
Section 1702.1. Applicability. 
Section 1702.2. Standards for permanent buffers. 
Section 1702.3. Standards for construction buffers. 
Section 1703. Landscape regulations. 
Section 1703.1. Applicability. 
Section 1703.2. Landscape strip planting requirements. 
Section 1703.3. Off-street parking lot planting requirements. 
Section 1703.4 No-access easement screening requirements. 
Section 1704. Tree preservation and replacement regulations. 
Section 1704.1. Applicability and exemptions. 
Section 1704.2. Permits. 
Section 1704.3. Plan review procedures. 
Section 1704.4. Preservation plan requirements. 
Section 1704.45. Replacement plan requirements. 
Section 1704.5. Density factor analysis. 
Section 1704.6. Tree preservation standards. 
Section 1704.7. Tree replacement standards. 
Section 1704.8. Specimen trees. 
Section 1705. Compliance. 
Section 1705.1. Artificial materials prohibited. 
Section 1705.2. Warranty or maintenance surety. 
Section 1705.3. Inspection. 
Section 1705.4 Performance surety. 
Section 1705.5. Continuing maintenance. 
Section 1706. Enforcement, violation and appeals. 
Section 1706.1. Enforcement. 
Section 1706.2. Violation and penalty. 
Section 1706.3. Appeals and variances. 
Section 1707. Adoption and amendment. 
Section 1707.1. Repeal clause. 
Section 1707.2. Severability. 
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City of Talmo 
Jackson County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 530; +9.4% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 

ARTICLE 16. Tree Protection and Landscaping 
Quad Cities Land Use Management Code 

CHAPTER 16 TREE PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPING 
First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements.   

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 16.1  PURPOSE AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Section 16.1.1. Purpose and intent. 
Section 16.1.2. Exemptions. 
CHAPTER 16.2  DEFINITIONS 
CHAPTER 16.3  TREE PROTECTION 
Section 16.3.1. Applicability 
Section 16.3.2. Tree Save Areas 
Section 16.3.3. Tree Survey Required 
Section 16.3.4. Qualifications to Prepare Survey 
Section 16.3.5. Tree Survey Specifications 
Section 16.3.6. Review and Approval of Tree Survey 
Section 16.3.7. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Required 
Section 16.3.8. Tree Retention and Replacement Plan Specifications 
Section 16.3.9. Calculating Existing Tree Density Units 
Section 16.3.10. Calculating Required Tree Replacement Units 
Section 16.3.11. Protection of Trees During Construction 
Section 16.3.12. Tree Damage 
Section 16.3.13. Street Trees 
Section 16.3.14. Protection of Street Trees 
CHAPTER 16.4 LANDSCAPING 
Section 16.4.1. Optional Planting Specifications for Front Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.2. Planting Specifications for Side Landscape Strips 
Section 16.4.3. Parking Lot Interior Landscaping 
Section 16.4.4. Screening and Buffer Specifications 
Section 16.4.5. General Provisions 
Section 16.4.6. Landscape Plan Required 
Section 16.4.7. Landscaping Specifications 
Section 16.4.8. Landscape Maintenance and Landscape Bond 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Dale R. Hall, RLA, AICP 
Director of Planning & Development 

706.367.5002 voice / 706.367.5751 fax 
dalehall@charter.net 

www.cityofjeffersonga.com/depts/ 
PlanningDevelopment/ 

Debra L. Fontaine 
City Clerk 

706.693.2325 voice / 706.693.2325 fax 
talmocity@alltel.net 
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Thomas County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 43,667; +2.1% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

SECTION 2.000 INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 3.000 LAND USE REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 2.200 Definitions. 
 
Section 3.230 Landscaping and screening. 
 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Section 8-11. Vegetation protection. 
  

 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Thomaston 
Upson County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 9,295; -1.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 18 years. 
City Tree Board with 10 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
DIVISION 5.  TREE BOARD   

First adopted 1988.  Last revised 1995. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 2-161. Reconstituted; membership. 
Section 2-162. Appointment; terms; filling vacancies. 
Section 2-163. Duties. 
Section 2-164. Organization. 
Section 2-165. Compensation.  

For more information, contact: 
 

Patrick Comiskey 
City Manager 

706.647.4242 voice / 706.646.2653 fax 
pcomiskey@cityofthomaston.com 
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City of Thomasville 
Thomas County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 18,233; +0.3% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 16 years. 
Tree and Landscaping Committee with 8 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 20 TREES AND LANDSCAPING   

First adopted 1958.  Last revised 2005. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 20-0A ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Section 20-1 – 20-25  Reserved. 
Section 20-25A ARTICLE II. TREES 
Section 20-26   Findings. 
Section 20-27   Definitions. 
Section 20-28   Landscaping; tree preservation. 
Section 20-29   Restrictions on cutting trees on publicly and privately owned property; exceptions. 
Section 20-30   Applications to tree committee. 
Section 20-31   Appeals from decision of tree committee. 
Section 20-32 – 20-45  Reserved. 
Section 20-45A ARTICLE III. THOMASVILLE TREE AND LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE 
Section 20-46   Created; membership; term; quorum. 
Section 20-47   Compensation of members; officers. 
Section 20-48   Calling of meetings. 
Section 20-49   Committee empowered to accept contributions. 
Section 20-50   Rules; records. 
Section 20-51   Duties. 
Section 20-52   Article not to affect ownership of trees; committee duties limited. 
Section 20-53   Cooperation with other agencies. 
Section 20-54 – 20-70  Reserved. 
Section 20-70A ARTICLE IV. LANDSCAPE PLANTING AREAS 
Section 20-71   Short title. 
Section 20-72   Definitions. 
Section 20-73   Scope of requirements and standards. 
Section 20-74   Compliance with standards required. 
Section 20-75   Requirements for off-street parking and other vehicle use areas. 
Section 20-76   Maintenance, preservation and use standards. 
Section 20-77   Landscape plan and permit procedure. 
Section 20-78   Variances. 
Section 20-79   Enforcement. 
Section 20-80   Penalty. 

 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Mollie C. Powell 
229.227.6982 voice / 229.227.7028 fax 

molliep@thomasville.org 
www.rose.net/government/city 
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City of Tifton 
Tift County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 15,862; +1.1% change from 2000 Census. 

Not a Tree City USA. 
Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 54 PLANNING AND ZONING, ARTICLE III. LANDSCAPE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN VEHICULAR USE AREAS 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Appendix A ZONING, ARTICLE IV. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 54. PLANNING AND ZONING 
ARTICLE III. LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS  
FOR CERTAIN VEHICULAR USE AREAS 
Section 54.81. Definitions. 
Section 54-82. Exemptions. 
Section 54-83. Landscape plan required. 
Section 54-84. Applications for approval of plan. 
Section 54-85. Landscape standards. 
Section 54-86. Utilities and easements. 
Section 54-87. Consideration of applications. 
Section 54-88. Modified landscape plan. 
Section 54089. Appeal procedure. 
Section 54-90. Revocation and suspension of  

building permits. 
Section 54-91. Rules and regulations for administration  

and enforcement. 
Section 54-92. Mandatory time period. 
Section 54-93. Relationship to permits. 
Section 54-94. Suspension of permits. 
Section 54-95. Maintenance, replacement and use 

requirements. 
Section 54-96. Variances. 
Section 54-97. Post permit modifications. 
Section 54-98. Certificate of occupancy. 
Section 54-99. Enforcement. 
Section 54-`00. Offenses. 
Section 54-101. Violations. 
Section54-102. Conditions constituting nuisances. 
Sections 54-103 – 54-130. Reserved. 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.

CHAPTER 86. VEGETATION 
ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 
Section 86-1. Definitions. 
Section 86-2. Location of shade trees. 
Section 86-3. Location of street trees. 
Section 86-4. Street trees and public utilities. 
Section 86-5. Care of public trees. 
Section 86-6. Topping of public trees. 
Section 86-7. Maintenance by owners of private trees 
Section 86-8. Removal of stumps. 
Section 86-9. Conditions constituting nuisances. 
Sections 86-10 – 86-30. Reserved. 
ARTICLE II. TREE BOARD 
Section 86-31. Creations. 
Section 86-32. Purpose. 
Section 86-33. Membership. 
Section 86-34. Term of office. 
Section 86-35. Compensation, expenses. 
Section 86-36. Meetings. 
Section 86-37. Disqualification of members of board. 
Section 86-38. Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 86-39. Rules and regulations. 
Section 86-40. Chair and vice-chair. 
Section 86-41. Secretary designated. 
Section 86-42. Duties of secretary. 
Section 86-43. Authority of tree board. 
Section 86-44. Legal assistance. 
 
APPENDIX A. ZONING 
ARTICLE IV.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
Section 4.12.  Protective screening. 
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City of Trenton 
Dade County 

Chattanooga MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 2,122; +8.4% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 21 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 38 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES 

ARTICLE III. TREES 
Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 

Addresses public property. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 38-40. Definitions. 
Section 38-41. City tree board—Created and established. 
Section 38-42. Same—Term of office. 
Section 38-43. Same—Compensation. 
Section 38-44. Same—Duties and responsibilities. 
Section 38-45. Same—Organization. 
Section 38-46. Tree species to be planted. 
Section 38-47. Spacing. 
Section 38-48. Distance from curb and sidewalk. 
Section 38-49. Distance from street corners and fire hydrants. 
Section 38-50. Utilities. 
Section 38-51. Public tree care. 
Section 38-52. Tree topping. 
Section 38-53. Pruning, corner clearance. 
Section 38-54. Dead or diseased tree removal on private property. 
Section 38-55. Removal of stumps. 
Section 38-56. Review by city commission. 
 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Tybee Island 
Chatham County 
Savannah MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 3,474; +2.0% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Article 7 TREE REMOVAL REGULATIONS   
First adopted 1995.  Last revised 1996. 
Addresses public and private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 7-010  FINDINGS OF FACT 
Section 7-020  PURPOSE 
Section 7-030  APPLICATION AND EXCEPTIONS 
Section 7-035  TREE PROTECTION DURING PLAT AND PLAN APPROVAL 
Section 7-040  BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED 
Section 7-050  TREE REMOVAL REQUIREMENTS 
Section 7-060  REMOVAL OF SIGNIFICANT TREES 
Section 7-070  TREE PROTECTION DURING DEVELOPMENT 
Section 7-080  STANDARDS FOR TREE PLANTING AND REPLACEMENT 
Section 7-090  PENALTIES FOR UNLAWFUL TREE REMOVAL 
Section 7-100  APPEALS OF ACTIONS 

For more information, contact: 
 

Dee Anderson 
Assistant City Manager/Zoning Administrator 
912.786.4573 x 107 voice / 912.786.4737 fax 

danderson@cityoftybee.org 
www.cityoftybee.org 
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Town of Tyrone 
Fayette County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 4,783; +16.7% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Ordinance No. 423 
ARTICLE XI. VEGETATION AND TREE PROTECTION AND LANDSCAPE 

REQUIREMENTS   
First adopted 2002.  No revisions. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 1101.  Purpose 
Section 1102.  Applicability 
Section 1103.  Application Requirements 
Section 1-004.* Procedures 
Section 1-005. Landscape Plan Approval Procedures 
Section 1-007. Tree Survey and Inventory Plan Documentation 
Section 1-008. Missing 
Section 1-009. Missing 
Section 1-010. Tree Replacement Plan Standards 
Section 1-011. Missing 
Section 1-012. Criteria for Determination of Specimen Trees or Stands of Trees 
Section 1-013. Minimum Site Density Standards 
Section 1-014. Missing 
Section 1-015. Missing 
Section 1-016. Missing 
Section 1-017. Tree Species Selection List for Replanting 
Section 1-018. Missing 
Section 1-019. Missing 
Section 1-020. Tree Topping 
Section 1-021. Exemptions 
Section 1-022. Missing 
Section 1-023. Missing 
Section 1-024. Landscape Plan Documentation 
Section 1-025. Missing 
Section 1-026. Missing 
Section 1-027. Debris Disposal Requirements 
Section 1-028. Display of Permit and Inspection 
Section 1-029. “Stop-work” Orders 
Section 1-030. Emergencies 
Section 1-031. Enforcement 
Section 1-032. Violation and Penalties 
Section 1-033. Severability of Provisions 
Section 1-034. Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances 
Appendix A  Density Factor Analysis 
Appendix B  Tree Species Selection List – Canopy Trees 
 
*Follows the numbering system in the ordinance.  It appears that the first 3 sections are numbered incorrectly, and should be 1-
001, 1-002, and 1-003.  In addition, several pages were missing containing numerous sections, as indicated. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Lindsay Wood 
Engineering/Planning Technician 

770.487.4038 voice / 770.487.4529 fax 
eptech@tyrone.org 

www.tyrone.org 
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City of Union City 
Fulton County 
Atlanta MSA 

2003 Population Estimate 13,054; +10.0% change from 2000 Census. 
 Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE IX TREE PRESERVATION AND LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENT  
First adopted 1995.  Last revised 2000. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
9-1 Purpose 
9-2 Applicability 
9-3 Procedure 
9-4 Standards of Tree Preservation and Replacement 
9-5 Severability 
9-6 Repeal of Conflicting Provisions 
9-7 Effective Date 
 
Process for Receiving a Timber Harvesting Permit 
Requirements for Construction Permits 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Ann Lippmann 
Director of Planning & Economic Development 

770.969.9266 voice / 770.969.8795 fax 
alippmann@unioncityga.org 

www.unioncityga.org 
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Union County 
Not located in a MSA. 

2003 Population Estimate 19,119; +9.6% change from 2000 Census. 
Not a Tree City USA. 

No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

Chapter 30 ENVIRONMENT 
ARTICLE V. MOUNTAIN PROTECTION PLAN 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses private property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Section 30-151. Purpose. 
Section 30-152. Definitions. 
Section 30-153. Applicability. 
Section 30-154. Soil erosion and sedimentation control. 
Section 30-155. Water supply. 
Section 30-156. Sewage treatment. 
Section 30-157. Hazardous waste disposal and handling. 
Section 30-158. Agriculture and forestry. 
Section 30-159. Mining. 
Section 30-160. Single-family dwellings. 
Section 30-161. Multiple-family dwellings. 
Section 30-162. Commercial structures. 
Section 30-163. Tree removal without reforestation. 
Section 30-164. Height limitations. 
Section 30-165. Road construction. 
Section 30-166. Public purposes and private property rights. 
Section 30-167. Conservation of unique flora and fauna. 
Section 30-168. Groundwater and surface water quality. 
Section 30-169. Aesthetics. 
Section 30-170. Historical and archaeological resources. 
Section 30-171. Adjacent sensitive natural areas. 
Section 30-172. Duration of impacts. 
Section 30-173. Permit and site plan required. 
Section 30-174. Conflict with other laws. 
Section 30-175. Enforcement. 
Section 30-176. Violation; penalties. 
 

 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Valdosta 
Lowndes County 

Valdosta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 45,059; +1.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 20 years. 
No tree board established by ordinance. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2005-25 

1. Chapter 4.  Landscape and Tree Protection   
First adopted 1977.  Last revised 2005. 

Addresses private property. 
Includes landscape requirements. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 4.  Landscape and Tree Protection 
Section 9-4001. Purpose and Intent. 
A. Purpose. 
B. Intent. 
Section 9-4002. Definitions. 
A. Definitions. 
Section 9-4003. Office of Inspection. 
A. Office of Inspection. 
Section 9-4004. Application of this Chapter. 
A. Terms and Provisions. 
Section 9-4005. Permits. 
A. Tree Removal Permit. 
B. Landscape Permit. 
C. Landscaping Standards. 
D. Tree and Protected Zone Preservation Standards. 
E. Outdoor Storage/Utility Service Screening Standards. 
F. Surface Water Retention and Detention Basins. 
G. Land Disturbance Permit for Site Development. 
H. Tree Removal Permit for Specimen and Canopy Trees. 
I. Tree Bank. 
Section 9-4006. Continuing Compliance. 
A. Compliance Review. 
Section 9-4007. Enforcement. 
A. Enforcement Authority. 
B. Enforcement Procedures. 
Section 9-4008. General Section – Appeal. 
A. Filing of an Appeal. 
Section 9-4009. Violations and Penalties. 
A. Offenses. 
Section 9-4010. Exemptions. 
A. Exemptions 
APPENDIX A  SMALL TREES 
APPENDIX B CANOPY TREES 
APPENDIX C CANOPY TREES PERMITTED 

WITHIN 20-30 FEET OF 
OVERHEAD UTILITY LINES 

APPENDIX D PROHIBITED PLANTS 
City of Valdosta Tree Permit 

For more information, contact: 
 

Frank Jenner 
Arborist 

229.333.1822 voice / 229.333.1888 fax 
fjenner@valdostacity.com 

www.valdostacity.com 
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Reserved Sections 
Sections 6-91 – 6-99. 
Sections 6-103 – 6-109.  
Sections 6-117 – 6-129.  
Sections 6-132 – 6-134.  
Sections 6-135 – 6-149.  
Sections 6-152 – 6-159. 
Sections 6-171 – 6-179.  

City of Vidalia 
Toombs and Montgomery Counties 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 10,625; +0.8% change from 2000 Census. 

 Not a Tree City USA.  No tree board established by ordinance. 
 

ARTICLE IV. LAND CLEARING AND TREE PROTECTION 
First adopted 1993.  Year last revised unknown. 

Addresses public and private property. 
Includes buffer and landscape requirements. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 6-80.  Title. 
Section 6-81.  Purpose. 
Section 6-82.  Exemptions to article. 
Section 6-83.  Definitions. 
Section 6-84.  Permit required for clearing. 
Section 6-85.  Land clearing and tree protection activities manual. 
Section 6-86.  Commercial or industrial property. 
Section 6-87.  Unlawful activity. 
Section 6-88.  Enforcement. 
Section 6-89.  Jurisdiction. 
Section 6-90.  Other jurisdictions. 
DIVISION 2. PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR GREENSPACES, TREE PROTECTION, TREE ESTABLISHMENT 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Section 6-100. Applicability. 
Section 6-101. Greenspace design principles and standards—Generally. 
Section 6-102. Same—Protected, replacement, and prohibited trees. 
DIVISION 3. TREE PROTECTION AND TREE ESTABLISHMENT 
Section 6-110. Protection of preserved or planted trees. 
Section 6-111. Irrigation requirements; exceptions. 
Section 6-112. Trees near excavations or construction on publicly owned property. 
Section 6-113. Placing materials on public property. 
Section 6-114. Designation of exceptional trees. 
Section 6-115. Trees on adjacent city property. 
Section 6-116. Landscaping requirement. 
DIVISION 4. ADMINISTRATION 
Section 6-130. Designation of the administrator of the article. 
Section 6-131. Duties and responsibilities. 
DIVISION 5. LAND LCARING ACTIVITIES 
Section 6-150. Application for land clearing activities permits. 
Section 6-151. Appeals and variances. 
DIVISION 6. PUBLIC TREE PLANTING, PRUNING, REMOVAL, AND CARE 
Section 6-160. Definitions. 
Section 6-161. Selection of trees for streets and parks. 
Section 6-162. Placement of street trees and park trees. 
Section 6-163. Planting, maintenance or removal. 
Section 6-164. Application data. 
Section 6-165. Improper planting. 
Section 6-166. Removal, replanting, and replacement. 
Section 6-167. Obstruction; pruning of trees. 
Section 6-168. Notice to prune; order; failure to comply. 
Section 6-169. Abuse or mutilation of public trees. 
Section 6-170. Public tree care. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Jackson Posey 
Assistant Building Inspector 

912.537.7661 voice / 912.537.7708 
inspections@vidaliaga.com 

Also submitted from APPENDIX A – ZONING— 
ARTICLE XV. I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICT 
Section 1514. Exceptions for side and rear yards. 

[buffer requirements]
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City of Warner Robins 
Houston County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 54,264; +9.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 15 years. 
Municipal Tree Board with 9 voting members; 
no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 47-91   

First adopted 1991.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION 1.  [intent] 
SECTION 2.  [establishment of tree board] 
SECTION 3.  [members serve without compensation] 
SECTION 4.  [power and authority of tree board] 
SECTION 5.  OFFICERS AND MEETINGS. 
SECTION 6.  DEFINITIONS. 
SECTION 7.  DISTANCE FROM STREET CORNERS AND FIREPLUGS. 
SECTION 8.  UTILITIES. 
SECTION 9.  PUBLIC TREE CARE. 
SECTION 10.  TREE TOPPING. 
SECTION 11.  PRUNING, CORNER CLEARANCE. 
SECTION 12.  REMOVAL OF STUMPS. 
SECTION 13.  INTERFERENCE WITH BOARD. 
SECTION 14.  ARBORISTS LICENSE AND BOND. 
SECTION 15.  REVIEW BY BOARD. 
SECTION 16.  PENALTY. 

For more information, contact: 
 

Debra A. Jones 
Executive Director 

Keep Warner Robins Beautiful 
478.929.7258 voice / 478.929.7298 fax 

kwrb@warner-robins.org 
www.warner-robins.org/kwrb/htm 
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City of Washington 
Wilkes County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 4,233; -1.3% change from 2000 Census. 

Tree City USA for 21 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
Chapter 86 VEGETATION 

Year first adopted or last revised unknown. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
Sections 86-1 – 86-25. Reserved. 
 ARTICLE II. TREES 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
Section 86-26. Definitions. 
Section 86-27. Arborist’s license. 
Sections 86-28 – 86-55.  Reserved. 
DIVISION 2. TREE BOARD 
Section 86-56. Created and established; composition; appointment. 
Section 86-47. Terms of office; vacancies. 
Section 86-48. Compensation. 
Section 86-59. Organization. 
Section 86-60. Duties. 
Section 86-61. Review of acts; appeals. 
Section 86-62. Interference by others. 
Sections 86-63 – 86-90. Reserved. 
DIVISION 3.  TREES ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY 
Section 86-91. Species to be planted. 
Section 86-92. Spacing. 
Section 86-93. Distance from street corners and fire hydrants. 
Section 86-94. Utilities. 
Section 86-95. Public tree care. 
Section 86-96. Topping. 
Section 86-97. Pruning, corner clearance. 
Section 86-98. Dead or diseased tree removal o private property. 
Section 86-99. Removal of stumps.  
 

 

 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Woodbine 
Camden County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 1,252; +3.2% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 2 years. 
City Tree Board with 5 members; semi-annual meetings required by ordinance. 

 
TREE ORDINANCE   

First adopted 2004.  No revisions. 
Addresses public property. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
SECTION I –  INTENT AND PURPOSE 
SECTIONII –  DEFINITIONS 
SECTION III –  CREATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A CITY TREE BOARD 
SECTION IV –  TERM OF OFFICE 
SECTION V –  COMPENSATION 
SECTION VI –  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
SECTION VII –  OPERATION 
SECTION VIII –  STREET TREE SPECIES TO BE PLANTED 
SECTION IX –  SPACING; DISTANCE FROM CURB AND SIDWALK; DISTANCE FROM STREET CORNERS 

AND FIREPLUG; UTILITIES 
SECTION X –  PUBLIC TREE CARE 
SECTION XI –  TREE TOPPING 
SECTION XII –  PRUNING AND CORNER CLEARANCE 
SECTION XIII –  DEAD OR DISEASED TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 
SECTION XIV –  REMOVAL OF STUMPS 
SECTION SV –  INTERFERENCE WITH CITY TREE BOARD 
SECTION XVI –  REVIEW BY COUNCIL 
 
 

Survey and contact information not submitted.
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City of Woodstock 
Cherokee County 

Atlanta MSA 
2003 Population Estimate 14,889; +30.5% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 6 years. 
Tree Preservation Board with 5 members; quarterly meetings required by ordinance. 

 
CHAPTER IX TREE PRESERVATION STANDARDS   

Year first adopted unknown.  Last revised 2002. 
Addresses private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ARTICLE I.  GENERAL INFORMATION 
9.100 Findings 
9.101 Purpose 
9.102 Applicability 
9.103 Definitions 
9.104 Tree Preservation Board 
ARTICLE II.  REQUIREMENTS 
9.200 Plan Requirements 
9.201 Parking Requirements 
ARTICLE III.  TREE PLACEMENT & PROTECTION 
9.300 Tree Replacement 
9.301 Preservation of Existing Trees 
9.302 Tree Protection 
9.303 Acts of Nature 
9.304 Tree Removal 
9.305 Tree Species 
ARTICLE IV. IMPLEMENTATION, ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 
9.400 Tree Preservation Trust Fund 
9.401 Specimen Tree, Public Trees 
9.402 Easements 
9.403 Inspection 
9.404 Violation and Penalty 
9.405 Appeals 
9.406 Validity 
9.407 Repeal of Conflicting Provision 
9.408 Effective Date 
ARTICLE V.  TREE PRESERVATION PLAN CHECKLIST 
9.500 Checklist for Tree Protection/Tree Planting Review 

For more information, contact: 
 

Richard McLeod 
Director of Planning & Economic Development 

770.592.6037 voice 
rmcleod@ci.woodstock.ga.us 

www.ci.woodstock.ga.us 
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City of Young Harris 
Towns County 

Not located in a MSA. 
2003 Population Estimate 549; -8.9% change from 2000 Census. 

 Tree City USA for 11 years. 
City Tree Board with 9 members; no meeting frequency required by ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE VII TREE PROTECTION ZONE 

Ordinance No. 96-05 
TREE ORDINANCE 

First adopted 1993.  Last revised 1999. 
Addresses public and private property. 

Includes landscape requirements. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
ARTICLE VII TREE PROTECTION ZONE 
SECTION 1 Amendment [to zoning ordinance] 
Section 8.1 Affected Districts 
Section 8.2 Purpose 
Section 8.3 Applicability 
Section 8.4 Measurement standard – “units” 
Section 8.5 Number of trees upon completion of development 
Section 8.6 Tree protection plan 
Section 8.7 Protection of existing trees 
Section 8.8 [missing] 
Section 8.9 [missing] 
Section 8.10 Criteria for replacement trees 
Section 8.11 Definitions 
Table A. Amendment [tables of values for existing and replacement trees] 
Worksheet B [for calculating required tree density units] 
SECTION 2 Effective date 
SECTION 3 Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances 
 
TREE ORDINANCE 
Section 1. [purpose] 
Section 2. [city tree board] 
Section 3. [term of office] 
Section 4. [power and authority] 
Section 5. Definitions 
Section 6 Distance From Street Corners and Fireplugs 
Section 7. Utilities 
Section 8. Public Tree Care 
Section 9. Tree Topping 
Section 10. Pruning, corner Clearance 
Section 11. Removal of Stumps 

For more information, contact: 
 

Shirley Jarrard 
City Clerk/Finance Officer 

706.379.3171 voice / 706.379.3172 fax 
sbj@alltel.net 


