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In this contribution the forward physics program of the ATLAS experiment is illustrated
and the possibility to perform diffractive studies at low luminosity is discussed.

Furthermore, the ATLAS forward detectors are described, including the upgrade project
AFP, and the first measurements carried out with the early data acquired by LHC are
shown. Special attention is dedicated to the pseudo-rapidity coverage provided by these
detectors and to their use as trigger for diffractive events.
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