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Letters
Cecil Gray of Liverpool who were the most
eminent of the relatively few professors of
anaesthesia in the UK at that time.
At a personal level, after two years in
Glasgow I decided to apply for the new
lectureship in veterinary anaesthesia
at Liverpool and it was with fear and
trepidation that I went to tell Sir William
that I wished to apply for the post with a
view to leaving Glasgow. When he realised
what a unique opportunity this presented,
with a shared post in the medical school and
‘one medicine in action’, he was extremely
enthusiastic and helpful. I was successful
and was appointed. However, his interest
did not stop there, as on the occasions when
we would meet, he would always want to
know how the subject was progressing and
tell me how fortunate I was to hold such a
post. In later years when I needed external
referees for promotion he was always
extremely supportive and helpful, which
was just typical of his nature.

to progressive clinical signs. We have not
found any previous reports of this diagnosis
in Hungarian vizslas.
The dogs were two out of a litter of
nine, consistent with autosomal recessive
genetic inheritance. Genome-wide mRNA
sequencing, as recently reported in
identifying the SPTBN2 mutation in a
young beagle (Forman and others 2012),
has been performed but no causative
genetic mutation was identified. As a result,
we would appreciate any other reports
of suspected cerebellar disease in young
Hungarian vizslas, and particularly samples
(cheek swabs) from any confirmed cases.
These samples would allow us to pursue
genome-wide association studies to help
identify a causative gene for CCD in this
breed.
If colleagues would like to discuss
any possible cases or would like further
information, please contact Joe Fenn at the
address below.

Ronald S. Jones, 7 Birch Road, Oxton,
Prenton, Merseyside CH43 5UF
doi: 10.1136/vr.g2346

Joe Fenn, Patrick J. Kenny, Queen Mother
Hospital for Animals, Royal Veterinary
College, Hawkshead Lane, North Mymms,
Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL9 7TA
e-mail: jfenn@rvc.ac.uk

CANINE HEALTH

Cerebellar cortical
degeneration in
Hungarian vizslas
WE are seeking cases of young Hungarian
vizsla with suspected or confirmed
cerebellar cortical degeneration (CCD), also
known as cerebellar abiotrophy, for genetic
research.
We have recently seen two Hungarian
vizslas full siblings that developed
progressive signs of diffuse cerebellar
disease (cerebellar ataxia, intention tremors)
between two and three months of age.
Diagnostic tests were consistent with CCD,
which was confirmed on histopathological
examination following euthanasia due
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ONE HEALTH

Research on the
human-animal bond
THE article on the human-animal bond
by Mills and Hall (VR, March 15, 2014,
vol 174, pp 269-273) is extremely timely
and serves to emphasise the need for
considerably more research in this field.

The Society for Companion Animal
Studies (SCAS) has for over 30 years been
the leading charity in the UK promoting
the human-animal bond and research
therein. The One Health approach
coincides with the aims and objects of
SCAS and, while not over-endowed with
funds, worthwhile research proposals
may be supported if, in the opinion of the
board, an advance in the above field would
be achieved.
Diane Sinclair, Michael Harbottle,
Roger Green, SCAS, Airport Business
Centre, 10 Thornbury Road, Estover,
Plymouth, Devon PL6 7PP
e-mail: rgmrcvs@gmail.com
doi: 10.1136/vr.g2348

VETERINARY PROFESSION

Not making waves
I WONDER who was in charge at
Belgravia House (presumably the person
ultimately responsible, speaking for RCVS
Council) when Joanna Reid was told not
to make waves when seeking advice about
her job (VR, March 22, 2014, vol 174, pp
i-ii).
I don’t know how long ago the incident
occurred but it would surely never happen
nowadays.
Whoever provided the advice should
be ashamed. I trust that RCVS Council
and employees are now more enlightened.
To my mind, this illustrates why it is
so important to vote in RCVS Council
elections. If we don’t cast our votes in the
elections, we don’t really have any reason
to complain, do we?
Freddie Marshall, 2 Lake View,
Newmillerdam, Wakefield, West Yorkshire
WF2 7SN
e-mail: fjm@marshall123.com
doi: 10.1136/vr.g2349
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